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Barron s Essential Words for the IELTS will help familiarize you with the vocabulary
you will fin.d on the reading and listening sections of the IELTS exam (International
English Lamguage Testing System). As the number of words you understand when

you are rearding and listening increases, your speaking and writing vocabulary will
improve as. well,

VOCABULARY AND THE IELTS

Vocabularry is not tested directly on the IELTS. There are no questions on the IELTS
that ask specifically for the meaning of a word. However, compfchension is tested.
Can you understand what you read? Can you understand what yol hear? The more

words you know, the more you will understand. The more wordSiyouknow, the more
fluently y ou will be able to speak and write,

® Essential Words for the IELTS will teach you Higlv to Use context clues. The
rcontext provides clues to the meaning of a word. TheSg clues may be in the same
sentence or in the same paragraph. You will learpto laok for definitions, synonyms,
or paraphrases within the text. )
1 ® Punctwation is another context clue. A defifiition or/a synonym is often set apart
5 by parentheses, commas, dashes; or colon. You'yill fearn torecognize these clues.
® Analy-zing a word also helps you detefinifle the meaning of a word., Compound
words, -prefixes, and suffixes are other Gasftext clues. You will lcarn to recognize
common prefixes and suffixes and how wodsdire joined together.
* If context clues cannot help youdetegmine the meaning of a word, you can use a
dictionary designed for learners of Eiglish. You will learn dictionary skills to help
you chwose the correct definition of a word. ‘
® You will also learn about wokd fashilics. These are the different parts of speech-
noun, verb, adjective, and 4dugrh- that share a similar meaning. The book presents
charts with example semtentgs for each part of speech. The word-family charts
includ_e the most comm@n 10Mls as well as multiple forms.
In Essential Words fag tRe IELTS you will practice one very effective vocabulary
strategy that will impgove&lyour comprehension. This effective strategy is to use a
word four waysgRéagd the word, write the word, listen to the word, and speak the
word.. Every activity in each chapter will help you develop this skill.
When you leagianiew word, you should practice the same strategy. If you hear a
new ~word;Wygité the new word in a sentence. Read the sentence to yourself. Say the
senteence aloud. Every chance you get, review the words y‘bu"‘ar,é learning. Say them,
write them, read them, and listen to them. b

{IEL.ETS STUDY CONTRACT

Youw must make a commitment to study English. Sign a contract with yourself. You
showld never break a contract-especially a contract with yourself.

® Print your name below on line 1.

® Write the time you will spend each week studying English on lines 4- 8. Think

about how much time you have to study every day and every week, and make your
schiedule realistic.
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® Sign your name and date the contract on the last line.

® At the endd of week, add up your hours. Did you meet the requirements of your
contract?

I 4
{RAN PUBLICATIONS — " INTRODUCTION

MY IELTS STUDY CONTRACT
I, ... .. , promise to study for the IELTS. 1 will begin my study with Barron’s
Essentia | Words for the IELTS, and I will also study English on my own.
I undersnand that to improve my English I need to spend time on English.
I promise to study English ...... a week. 1 promise to leam (.. new words
every day.
I will sprend ... hours a week listening to English.
I will spend ... hours a week writing English.
L will sppend ... hours a week speaking English.
T will srpend ... hours a week reading English.

This is a contract with myself. I promise to fulfillihe tefg€ of this contract. |

Signed

VI

Here are= some ways you cn improve gourlEnglish vocabulary on your own, Check
the ones. you plan to try. Add som&of your own ideas.

--- Podcasts on the Internet

--- Newss websites: CNN,RBBQ, NBC, ABC, CBS
--- Mowies in English

--- You Tube

SPEA KING
--- Us=e Skypéate talk to English speakers (http: // www.Skype.com)

WRITING

--- W'rite e-mails to website contacts
--- WVrite a blog

--- L~ave comments on blogs

--- P ost messages in a chat room

--- Use Facebook and MySpace




