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Level and Aim of the Text

The fifth edition of Refining Composition Skills presents an integrated program
of writing for high-intermediate and advanced students of English as a second
or foreign language (ESL/EFL). It combines extensive practice in rhetorical strate-
gies and techniques with a review of appropriate grarnmatical structures and verb
tenses. With its extensive appendices, the text can further serve as a handbook
for writing, grammar, and mechanics. The primary audience is the academically
oriented ESL student; however, the text also can be useful in developmental
writing courses for native speakers who could benefit from more guidance in
writing compositions.

Flexibility of the Text

Refining Composition Skills can-accommodate the needs of students of varying
degrees of experience and levels of writing skills. Inexperienced writers will build
a solid foundation in writing beginning with Unit One, which presents the basic
paragraph patterns useful for high school- or college-level writing: narrative,
descriptive, and expository. This unit covers developing and restricting topic
sentences; organizing and developing effective, detailed support of the controlling
idea; and outlining. Students who have had considerable practice composing the
types of paragraphs presented in this unit may consider the chapters in Unit One
a review. More experienced writers might begin the text with Unit Two, which
focuses on the multiparagraph essay. This unit introduces the common patterns
of exposition along with argumentation. Here the emphasis is on a strong thesis
statement and appropriate and well-organized support. Another option for experi-
enced writers is to review the writing process and the paragraph in Chapters 1
and 2 before or after starting essay writing in Unit Two. Refining Composition
Skills contains enough material so that teachers can pick the chapters most appro-
priate for their students and thus design writing courses of varying difficulty.

Design of the Text

Except for Chapters 1, 2, and 6, which provide introductions to the writing process,
the paragraph, and the essay, respectively, each chapter in Refining Composition

xv



xvi

Preface

Skills focuses on a rhetorical mode of development and the conventions associated
with that mode. Each chapter contains four basic components: getting started video
and journal writing activities, reading selections, an introduction to the rhetorical
pattern, and the relevant composition skills (devices for achieving coherence).
Each chapter {except Chapters 1, 2, and 6) begins with several thematically
chosen readings with topics geared toward the interests of academically oriented
ESL students. The readings are folowed by comprehension/discussion questions
intended to generate lively class discussions and provocative essay topics. In
addition, each chapter topic is reinforced in the examples and exercises throughout
the chapter. The reading passages also function.as examples of the rhetorical
modes and of professional writing, providing evidence that the principles of
rhetoric apply in writing both outside and inside the classroom. The reading
component allows for flexibility in teaching: Teachers who wish to focus on the
academic content of the essays can begin with the introductory essays, and teachers
who prefer the developmental approach can begin with the sections on rhetoric.
In the rhetoric section, the rhetorical patterns are carefully and clearly ex-
plained and illustrated, often with student samples that can be used as models
early in the chapter. The section on composition skills introduces techniques for
achieving coherence, such as the use of adverbial clauses and transitional expres-
sions, and encourages the application of those skills in the writing of compositions,
thus emphasizing the necessity for revision in the writing process. In addition,
each chapter includes exercises for mastery of the composition skills. To further
encourage revision and a focus on accuracy, the writing component in each
chapter includes references to relevant grammar points in Unit Three, Grammar
Review. To conclude the chapter, writing assignments of varying difficulty are
included, including several “assignments from the disciplines,” which are assign-
ments typical of those students might encounter in a college-level content class.

Major Revisions in the Fifth Edition

One of the major changes in the fifth edition of Refining Composition Skills is
the “Getting Started” section which begins each chapter. This section is designed
to introduce students to the chapter theme and goals and help them activate
schema which will enable to them to benefit more fully from the activities which
follow this introduciton. Each “Getting Started” section includes journal writing
prompts as well as a CNN Video Activity to go along with the CNN video available
at no charge to teachers who adopt Refining Composition Skills. Teachers may
select from these initial activities to appeal to a wide variety of learning styles
and to prepare students for the activities they will encounter later in the chapter.

Other revisions in this edition include the inclusion of “Composition Skills and
the Internet” activities which encourage students to explore the Internet as a source
of both information and inspiration. Because of the changing nature of the Internet,
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references to URLs have been kept to a minimum, although there are some
references to pages that seem to be reliable. In case one of the URLs does not
work, keywords are always provided so that teachers and students can use their
favorite Internet search tools to complete the activities. These “Composition Skills
and the Internet” activities are designed to complement the text but can be
skipped without losing continuity if Internet access or class time is limited.

Similarly, the new “Assignments from the Disciplines” at the end of each
chapter can be used to simulate college-level writing assignments. However, if
students do not have the background knowledge, time, or preparation to respond
to these questions, teachers may elect to use the more general questions which
precede the “Assignments from the Disciplines” or to refer to these assignments
as examples of university writing requirements.

Other changes include the clear articulation of chapter goals at the start of
each chapter, the inclusion of several new appendices, including peer review
checklists, information on using others” words and ideas, and model letters.
These new appendices are added to the compiehensive references provided in
the appendices and the grammar review section, allowing the text to function as
both a textbook and a writer’s handbook. Finally, a number of the reading passages
have been changed to continue to offér up-to-date readings which will be of
interest to students.

With this edition, Refining Composition Skills retains its developmental, step-
by-step approach to writing while providing greater emphasis on the reading/
writing connection and the process of writing.

Articulation with Developing Composition Skills

Developing Composition Skills, an intermediate-level writing program, has been
developed as a natural stepping stone to Refining Composition Skills. This
intermediate-level text introduces students to the various rhetorical modes through
an approach that affirms the interconnectedness of writing, reading, and grammar.
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