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INTRODUCTION

In 2002 a hook of mine, bearing the title of English Language Grammar for
College Students, came onto the market. The book, had beeawritten at the
request of The Center for Studying and Compiling University Books in
Humanitics (SAMT), affiliatcd to the Ministry of Technology and Higher
Education, Tehran (lran), and was intended . mect the English majors’ necds
for English language grammar, an cight-credit course, while doing their B.A.
Degrees in English Lanpuage and Literature, Translation Swudics, and Teacher
Education. Having consulted » dozen of English language grammar books at
the outsct of the task, | came up with a Llist of topics to be included in my
presumptive book. The treatment of the sclecied topics 1ook up many more
papes than the SAMT had conceded tof publish; therefore, | had o disregard
at least one-third of the content had written - the part that is now
incorporated in this volume.

Generally speaking, the st volume deals with the syntax of English
grammar; the 2nd volumeis mostly concerncd with parts of speech, namcely
the noun, adjective, verb, und adverb, To add xome relish 10 the content of the
Znd volume, with an cye 1o helping .L2 student enhance his gencral
competence in English language, [ have devoted four more chapters 1o the
discussion ol ‘u) ambiguous sentences, b} some idiomatic  expressions,
¢} common Proverbs in English, and d) words often confused. In my scarch
for both the idiomatic expressions and proverbs I had in mind 1o select the
ones thut easilyreeasil to mind their Farsi equivalents; e, the onces that cut
across ‘cultural idiosyncrasics, hence universal. | have seen o it thut the four
new chuplers will have an adequate number of exercises in a bid to help the
lcurncr assimilate the subject matter so that whenever 1he vccasion arises for

him 10 communicate in English he, relieved of conscious controlling his verbal
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performance, will be able 10 attend 10 1he meinings he intends o express,

Speaking Itom my own lunpuage learning expericnce, | can assurcdly
posit the view thut when the language learner in verbal interaction _ either
spoken or oral — join me in completing my unfinished idiomatic phrases,
similes, proverbs; for example, She has butterflies in“her....; Helis.a wolf in ..., or
as blind as a ...; Eagles do not catch ..., They that dance nwist pay .... my prompt
reaction would be to acknowledge the L2 fearner’s expertise in English
lunguage. The fact is that you, having taken the (loor, cannot wear oul your
welecome if you know how (o render your performance palatable, how 10
interlard your specch with witty remarks, Never do we claim that by studying
grammar you can accomplish your speaking and writing tasks beautifully and
Nucatly. Knowledge of grammar will help the Linguage learner to he accurate
in his/her verbul performance as reguired by language system. To improve
tanguage behavior, the learner needs to be expased 10 authentic texts
representing language in its natural contexts. The broader the context of the
use, the greater is the learner’s catch - AN is fish thar comes 1o the net, as an
English proverb says.

Without doubt, both accuraey and ftuency are needed in language use.
To sacrifice one for thewwther will distigure the image. Grammar helps the L2
fearner to perform verbul sks uccur;.ucly, the knowledge of which is not hurd
10 achicve, but 1o beable 10 act out beautifully ay 4 native speaker and writer
docs in the targetdanguape one needs to have read a Jot of literary texts _
English stories and novels, written by big numes in the field, and to have
taken in theieways of expressing their feelings und thoughts, Mind that the
subtletics oflanguaye behavior do petsubmit to the conventional ruies of
lunguage system treated [ully in grammar books. To be able 1o exhibil a native
- like lunguage behavior is a time - consuming process, only achicved by the
L2 lcarncr who is highly motivated and persevering in his/her cllort - the trait
that few L2 leurners can boast possessing it

[ may Presume on the paticnce of the reader o add that the mastery of
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language sysicm - linguistic competence should be complemented with
language behavior - communicative competence. While the first can be
attained through formal instruction vsually in a classroom sctting, the latier is
realized through communication in natural seutings of verbal interaction, and
since this is not available in FEL sitvations, the L2 Teaper will be well advised
t0 take up a simulated approach to the problem, ie. 10 get immersed in the
interaction realized in literary texts which arc represcntations of people’s
vicurious experiences and verbalizations.

In a nutshell, there are two sides 10 the mastery. of English as a foreign
lunguage . once side is marked with nsage, ind the alher one with vses. To be
able 10 usc language appropriatcly, one necds 10 have acquircd linguistic rules
governing communicative uses; to knowthe rules without being able to put
them to proper uses will defeat the purposc. Afrer afl birds never flew on one

wing.
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