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Foreword

General English Reader for University Students is a course-
book intended to provide undergraduate students with
sufficient practice of the basic English they need for their
later academic studies. The textbook will lead the learners
at the eminent level to the intermediate level of proficiency
in English. As there is a widespread agreement amnong
educators that a university student needs to improve L s/her
vocabulary and reading ability, the book meets this n;ea by
covering various strategies and techniques for Lister reading
and comprehension. The complex structure  f texts at ESP
(English for Specific Purposes) to which <ne stucnts will be
exposed later in their reading caused »s t¢ provide a variety
of activities as well as authentic and up to-uate passages for
them.

Each lesson in this boox st irts with a warm-up activity.
Students are to consider the qu stion(s) carefully in advance
and be ready to express theiropinions. This will also check
the readers' initial usacs tanding and form a basis for
classroom discussic1s v~ develop their comprehension.

Then ceines. ti. passage. The passages have been
selected from mocern English writings on a variety of useful
topics o 1h0u ‘ate the students of different fields of study
and help ' 2m to grasp reading English texts and basic
vocabulary as well as the writing skill. Students are
supposed to read the texts and check the vocabulary items
by a dictionary before attending the class; focus should be
on using the phonetic alphabet.

Study skills such as skimming, scanning, getting the
meaning from the context, use of prefixes and suffixes in a
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meaningful context and, analyzing the text structure add to
the wealth of classroom 'activities.

The basic assumption behind composing the exercises
‘has been that the subconscious process of learning a
language is active when the learner’s mind is consciously
occupied with challenging tasks which call for the use of
language. So the exercises are designed to make the students
trequently refer to the passage and focus on the context.

A complementary grammar section succeeds the reading
and vocabulary to help students comprehend the . rructure
of phrases, clauses, the units of meaning as. well as
compound and complex sentences. This wiilmake them to
elicit the meaning from longer and occa ‘ona.'y confusing
structures. The unit closes with someia as [ir a classroom
discussion which can also be usel-as <n uea for writing a
simple paragraph as an outside actiity."such writings may
develop to an essay.



