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Introduction

The present book has been compiled to bring students from the low
intermediate level of proficiency in English to the intermediate level.
The book has been intended to be taught as a course in general En-
glish for university students. Of course, university students cannot be
a homogeneous group since some had already taken English classes
before graduating from high school and others might not have taken
English classes because English classes were not available, or the
students were not eager to take any. However, we think that the book
can be of great help to university students in general.

This book can help students achieve their goals by lear.ingy En-
glish. As university students, they are supposed *o Fava a kigh level
of proficiency in English for reading and analyzii.> tes tbooks and
articles for different courses. They are also recuir. ! t¢ write articles
in English and even publish them in techr.~al |~ nals as a part of
their academic work. They might ever suf 1.2 Internet to get the
information which they need in English

The students are also required to 'al = English tests as a part of MA
or PhD entrance exams. Differsnt ac.’vities in this book — learning
vocabulary, answering readino ¢ mprehension questions, and learn-
ing rules of grammar — ¢.» help students achieve this goal. In fact,
being able to use Engl'isk academically is a must. The interesting
topics in this book £on repare the students to have a thorough mas-
tery over acadermic i’ngnsh

The authors ha e . ied to include 15 very interesting up-to-date
topics. Each unit 15 made up of the following sections:

Vocabulary Review

This section tries to familiarize students with the correct pronun-
ciation of words by providing the phonetic transcriptions of the new
words. Then the definitions of the new words along with illustrative
examples are presented. All the information here is taken from reli-
able dictionaries, so the information is authentic.
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Warm up

Before reading the passages, students are required to answer some
questions. The questions are designed so as to intrigue the student:
— to test their general information on the subject matter and to whe
their appetite for learning more about the topic.

Reading Tasks

The text here caters the students with some absolutely necessar
but interesting facts about the topic.

Post-reading Tasks

This section is composed of the following sub-sectiuns:

(I)  Reading Comprehension

Here some questions are posed fcrthe stuuents to make sure the:
have understood some details from the text.

(11} Vocabulary Practice

Some multiple-choice iten.: arc asked so that students can recog
nize the meaning of the vords.

(I11) Vocabule.:  cuvity

Etymology o: ¢ history of the words is given here. The deriva
tion of the v ords san make learning the meanings of the words mor:
interestin?. 't ~an also help the definitions of the words stick in stu
dents’ nind even long after they have read the text. If teachers hav:
time and if students are eager to learn more, teachers can provids
them with more fascinating examples.

(IV) VYocabulary Understanding

In this section, students learn the synonyms for some new words
This can help the students to memorize the new words and expres
sions. Needless to say that teachers should advise students to us
monolingual dictionaries to find out how new vocabulary should bx
correctly used in English sentences.
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(V) Focus on Form

Here some grammar rules are first defined. Then different forms
such as questions and negative forms are offered. Where necessary,
spelling rules are added. After that, some multiple-choice questions
are included in order for the students to make sure they have under-
stood the rules and can use them correctly.

(VD) Speaking Practice

This section is especially useful if we want to help students prac-
tice their English. The writers assume that, by now, students have
some general information on the topic and have learned the vocab-
ulary and the grammar rules they need to express their.idcas. The
students should learn that their ideas are important and the : are not
supposed to regurgitate what others have already szia.

(V1) Inspiring Quotes

In this section, some quotations by famcnus =uple are given to
make the topics presented in this book rio - itiresting. A compari-
son between how we look at someathiiig . ad Low others look or have
looked can broaden our attitudes te 2=7< the same topic and there-
fore can provide us with invaluable inights.

It goes without saying that wot all the chapters in this book can be
covered in a single seme e~ Jifteen interesting topics are included
so that teachers can ckisasc what they find more suitable. The book
can be utilized in d'vrent English courses. The teachers can priori-
tize the tasks tha +he students have to do. Accordingly, the teachers
and students can spend more time on those tasks that they find more
useful, and they might ignore other tasks that they find not particu-
larly useful.
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