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Introduction

The cutrent study was an attempt to systematically compare the
effect of "Conferencing” and “Selt-Assessment”™ (SA) on the
speaking of English as a Foreign Language (IEFIL) icarners.

To fullfill this objective, a group of 90 female 1:I'L learners,
within the age range of 17 to 19 years old (M . 18). attending
English classes at Kish language School took a pilotedisaisnle of
PET as a proficiency test, 60 of them were solected as a
homogeneous learners and were divided mte tw» e perimental
groups of Conferencing and SA. In th nekt sicp a speaking
section of PET was administered as a pre -tes. to both groups. All
classes of the two groups wercuar struced by the same teacher
(the researcher) using the ¢ame iaaterial. At the end of the
training another speakire seci-n of PET was administered as a
postlest. The analyivs of the speaking scores using Mann-
Whitney U test revear d that the two experimental groups were
significantly Jsfi=rent in terms of their speaking. As in this study
the positive effect of SA on speaking test 15 proved, tcachers can
use SA to make learners have better level of speaking. In othef
words this type of assessment can increase the awareness of the
participants and consequently yield better results in  their

speaking.
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