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Indecd, Allab desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of

the Houschold, and purify you with a thorough purification.
(Sitrat af-Ahzab 33:33).

Prophetic traditions, mentioned in- most reliable Sunnt and Sh'Tte
books of hadith and ffeh (Qur'anic Exepesis), confirm thaf@his b
was revealed to exclusively involve the five People of the Cl
Mubammad, *AlL, Fatimah, al-Hasan, and al-Eusayn, peace be upo :m, 1o
whom the term *Ahl al-Hayt {People of the House)™ is solety dedicated.

erence
verse

(1} Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AW, wi-Musnad, 123315 92, 304, ()
hit % Sunan, 3:361
et al. (&) Ad-Dulabi (d. 310 AH), ! S Cap-Téhiralt an-
Nabewiyvah, p. 108, (3) An-Nassa'v (¢ tan af-Kubrd . 3 p.
108, 113, (6) Al-Hakim an- Nd}"idhllrl al-Mustadrak ala's-
Sehitnn, 24]6 3: !"i" 14(1 147 ( ]

AR, al-imamah wa't-Tabgiv 47, }[ "9 ("4} Al- Maghnhl (d 363 AH]
Da'd'im al-Isiam, py s-Sadiiy {d. 381 AHY, of-Khigal, pp. 403,
550, (3 A-Tast(d. 4 H3, ‘Amﬁh’, H. 438, 482, 783,

For more details the exegesis of the holy verse involved in the
fullowing re uf fafsiv: (1Y Al-Tabari {(d. 310 AH), Buok of
C370 ALY, Abkdm al-Qur ', (3) Al-Wahidi (d. 468

Af. (4) Ton al-lawad (d. 597 AH). Zad al-Masiv. (5} Al-
WY, ed-Jami® H-Alkém of-Qwr 'an. (6) Ton Kathir (d. 774
i, (7) Ath-Tha'3libT (d. 825 AH), Book of Tufsir. (8) As-

d-Oadir. (10) Al Ayyashi (d. 320 AH), Book of Tafstr. (11) Al-
(d. 329 AR). Book of Tafsiv. {12) Furt al-Kafi (d. 352 AH), Book of
i, i the margin of the exegesis of verse 4:30. (13) At-Tabrisi (d. 560
. Majma ™ ed-Bavan, as well as many other reference books of badith and
terf¥ir.



The Messenger of Allah (5) said:
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“Verily, I am leaving amon cighty  things
[thaqalaynj: The Book of Allah 1y eny {‘itrat], the
meimbers of my Household | ; If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go QThese two will never
separate from each_oth meet me at the Pond
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Preface

In the Name of Allah, the All-bene t, t ciful

y@ind by the Holy Prophet’s

Household [ahl al-bayt] (may p them all) by their followers
from the menace of extinction is exenipified by an all-encompassing school
{maktab], which covers all thdifferent branches of Islamic knowledge and
trains sincere seekers of t It has on its list of scholars many talented
personalities who have ben om this immense wealth of knowledge.
This schoo! has pres rs to the Muslim ummah who, by following
the Holy Prophet; chold (‘@), have been granted the authority to
remove doubts a ticism encountered by vartous creeds and
inside and outside the Muslim society, and have
throughout £ t centuries, presented the firmest answers and solutions to

The preservation of the precio

responsibilities it is shouldering, the Ahl al-Bayt ('a) World
Assembly has embarked upon defending the sanctity of risGlah
[apostleship] and its authentic beliefs—truths which have always been
opposed by chiefs and leaders of anti-Islamic sects, religions and trends.
The Assembly regards itself as a follower of the upright pupils of the 4A/ al-
Bayt’s (‘a) school—those who have always, based on the expediencies of
time and space, logically refuted all accusations and been foremost in their
efforts to clarify all misunderstandings and misinterpretations.

The empirical knowledge preserved in their books (of the scholars of the
Al al-Bayt’s {‘a) school) is unique because it is based upon intellect and
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reasoning, devoid of any iota of blind prejudice, whims or caprice. It
addresses experts, schofars and thinkers in a manner that is acceptable to a
healthy buman mind [fifrah].

In order to disseminate the truth, the Ah al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly has
included this valuable knowledge within the framework of research and
writing of contemporary Shi‘ah writers or those who, through divine
guidance, embrace this noble school.

This Assembly is also engaged in the study and publicg aluabic
works of pious predecessors and outstanding Shi‘ah pcrsoN S0 that
seekers of truth can quench their thirst from ihis refreshing fotntain of
knowledge offered by the Holy Prophet’s Hou

as ,giﬁ to the
entire world.

It is hoped that our readers do not deprive
Assembly of their valuable views and s
criticism in this arcna.

Bayt {‘a) World
¢ 30 ell as constructive
We alse invite scholars, transiators 2
propagating the pure Muhammadan |

We ask God the Exalted, 1
under the auspices of His vice
the Exatted, expeditc his glorious

1al etTort and enhance 1t further
arth, Hadrat al-Mahdt {(may Allah

We express our utmo
Misbah Yazdi for writ
and all our honorz
Office for accomp

itude®o Professor Avatullah Muhammad Tagt
ook, Mr. Mansoor Limba for translating it,
gues, especially the dear ones in the Translation
1s task. /

Cultural Affairs Department
Aht al-Bayt ('a) World Assembly
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All praise is due to Allah, thg Lord of the worlds, and may the blessings of
Allah be upon our Master andiPropfiet, Murammad, and his pure progeny,
Hlah be upon dali their enemies.

Although we believe t ly Qur’an is the greatest divine gift to mankind
and the most pr cy of the Holy Prophet (5)' to the Muslims, the
Muslim umm, agynot“shown the requisite interest in using this precious
legacy. Notw the repeated emphasis of the Apostle (§) on the
obligatio r to and act upon the Qur’an as the greater of the two
weight § (Mgl al-akbar] and to Jearn the sciences of the Qur’an from
the Ahl al*Bals’ (‘a)’ as the great of the two weighty things [thigl al-kab¥),

| The abbreviation, “5”, stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, salfalldhu ‘alayhi wa alihi
wa sallam [may God's blessings and peace be upon him and his progeny], which is
mentioned after the name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (). [Trans.]

2 Ummaib: the entire Islamic community which knows no territorial, racial, national or ethnic
distinction, [Trans.]

3 Ahi al-Bavi: according to authentic adiths recorded in both Sunnt and Shi‘ah sources, the
term 4K af-Beyt, and imterchangeably Jirab and 47, is a biessed Qur'anic appellation that
belongs exclusively to the Prophet, 'All, Fatimah, Hasan, and Husayn ('a). The members of
this Family of five, with the Prophet Muhammad (s} at its head, were the ones aiive at the
time the Qur’anic verses regarding their virlues were being revealed to the Prophet (5).
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the Muslims neglected his advice of firmly clasping the unifying cord of
Allah [pabl Allsh)] after his () demise, and got divided into sects.
Consequently, Muslim society lagged behind its original status which is
described in the Qur’an in this manner: ¢ g ,_F o) SylEi ‘;:'J;} ¥ You
shall have the upper hand, should vou be wuthful.” Nowadays, one must
acknowledge the painful reality that on account of drifting away from the

reality of the Quran and the knowledge of the AW al-Bavr ('g@h. Muslim
soctety has incurred irreparable losses.

In spite of drifting away from the reality of the Quran and bélpg afenated
trom this heavenly gem and gift of the Ali-beneficent, outward heedfulness

to it has gained momentum and remarkably mcres@@8gamofly Muslims
loday.

All Muslims recognize the Qur'an as the sacredfM&eni¥iscripture revealed
to the biessed Apostle (s) on the Night of Qrddiniiat [laplat al-gady).
Now, printing the Holy Qur’an on high“@ality apfr with golden covers,
reading and memorizing it, mastering the scidces peraining to its outward
aspects such as correct pronunciatiogfand¥ecitation [fajwil] have found a
special place in the culture of Musiyaf. W occasionally witness annual
competinons of recitation gud Memort#on of the Holy Qurian at the
international level, and this itsSlih#®beeemc a source of prosperity.

Of course, it must not remain unsax®that the ever-growing attention paid to
the Holy Qur’an in other Muslinfeountries has been to some extent due to

However, nind@gethefimams from the descendanis of Imim al-Husayn () are also included
in this chose@Familiy Bhe final one being Imam al-Mahdi { ‘o). For turther information, visit:
hupwasw alslam.org/fag. [Trans. )

I The da@breSiglion, ~“'¢” stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, ‘afenvhi's-saldm,
‘aldiiimgusalam, ot C‘alavhd's-salim [may peace be upon him/themsher], which is
mentioned 3¢ the names of the prophets, angels. Iméams from the Prophet’s progeny, and
saints { ‘a). {Trans.]

2 SunnT scholars quoted Im@m Ja' far al-Sidiq (a). the sixth Imam from the Family of the
Prophet [AAf al-Bave] (Ca) as saying: “We are the Cord of Allah about whom Allah has said:
Hold fust, wil together, to Allah's cord, and do nor be divided finto sects] ' (Strah Al invan
3:103)." See Al-Tha'labi, Tafsir al-Kabtr, under commentary ot verse 3:103: thp Hajar al-
Haythami, A-Sewd g ol Mubrigah (Cairo), Ch. 11, section 1. p. 233 [Trans.)

3 Sareht Al *Bran 3:139. In this volume, the ransiation of Quranic passages is adapted rom
Suayyid *AIT Qult Qard 1. The Gur an with a Phrase-bv-Phrase English Transtation {(London:
Istamic College for Advanced Swdies Press, 2004), | Trans. |

4 Strah al-Qadr 97:1-5. {Trans.)
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His Eminence Imam Khomeini (r)' and the victory of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran because it was after the message of the eminent Imam (r)
to the administration of the Two Holy Places [al-haramayn al-sharifayn]
(Mecca and Medina) conveyed by a council [shawrd] consisting of
representatives from many Muslim countries, that Saud: Arabia undertook
the reparation and development of the two holy sites along with the printing
and distribution of copies of the Qur’an to the Hajj pilgrims from arpund the
world, in order to present itself as the pioneer in propagating Islath and the
Qur’an and undermine the attention paid by the Mushims "t theQislamic
Republic of Iran.

Focusing on the outward aspects of the Qur’an and keepigg away from its
truth has been one of the greatest problems owing W WhichWuslims have
received severe blows. As long as Muslims do not moVg, from¥ the exoteric
aspects of the Qur’an towards its esoteric aspglts apd Wansform empty
rhetoric into practice, the guidance of the Qur’dn @Wili i be achieved by
them.

This volume is not an attempt to examig€ e rea¥tns behind the straying
of the Muslims from the truth of the Qwfanfand the Prophet’s progeny
[‘itrah} (‘a) after the passing awdy ofGghefHoly Prophet (5). It rather
endeavors to present some dimcAgionseef the truth of the Qur’an from the
viewpoint of Nakj al-Balaghak® and the Holy Book itself, and to acquaint
the readers with the Qur'angand its gréatness from the perspective of the
Commander of the Faithful {a). [Walso deals with and addresses some
misgivings expressed by\gcMaih enemies. In the concluding part, these
misgivings are alsogiemtioned through the sermons of ‘All (‘a)—the
speaking [narig] Qur'ap—and‘the factors and motives for expressing them.

The subjects of thi§bo@l are actually the transcript of a series of lectures
given by His¢Emigtke Ayatullah Misbah Yazdi in Ramadan 1419-20 AH
(Decembeg, 2 1,91 998-January 18, 1999 and December 10, 1999-January 8,

1 The abbrevidtion, “+" stands for the Arabic invocative phrase, rehmandiah ‘alayhi,
rahmatullah “alayhda, or rahmatullih ‘alavhim [may peace be upon him/her/them], which is
used afler the names of pious people. [Trans.)

2 Nuhy al-Balaghah (The Peak of Eloquence) is a collection of speeches, sayings and letters
of the Commander of the Faithful, Imim *Al7 ibn AbT Talib (‘@) compiled by Sharif al-Radi
Muhammad ibn al-Flusayn {d. 406 AH/1016). The contents of the book concern the three
essential topics of God, man and the universe, and include comments on sciemific, literary,
social, ethical, and political issues. With the excoption of the words of the Glorious Qur’an
and of the Holy Prophet {§), no words of man can equal it in eloquence, So far, more than
101 exegeses have been written on Nafy al-Balaghah, indicating the tmportance of this
treatise to scholars and learned men of research and investigation. For more information,
visit: hitp//www.al-islam.org/nahjul. [Trans.}
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2000} in Qum. The subjects touched by Professor Yazdt are not abridged
and disarranged but conversational language has been rendered closer to the
written word, with an effort to maintain perfect or total accuracy in
compiling and editing this book.

In conclusion, we are thankful to the crudite scholars, Hujjat al-1sfam
Ahmad MuhammadT for 1ranscribing and compiling the topics of this book,
and Hujjat al-Islam Muhammad Mahdr Nadirt Qumi for editipg it. We
beseech the munificent God for their continued success. Q

Imiam Khomeint Educational and RLsurL stitute
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