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I'm proudly glad to present a short preface to this publication on
behalf of the deputy of handicap prevention, one of the main branches
of Center of prevention development and addiction treatment.

Early hearing detection and intervention (EHDI) has initiated sin~« 1997
in Iran to develop a national program for infant hearing screeni . \ er
the past 18 years working tirelessly, it was promoted ~_ = strategy to
detect newborn hearing impairment at early stage as vell : 5 improve
access to diagnostic and rehabilitation services b* m-..."ag uptimum use
of local resources.

Newborn hearing screening is standarc ir wran now. This progress
has been driven by endeavors ol our col. 7=, in deputy of handicap
prevention and 31 provinces, lots o1 imrerent groups and individuals,
including professional bodies ad the voluntary sectors all working
together. It is important to \ ow. :hat despite our accomplishments,
there is still work t~ be dowe. Of course, the next steps besides
increasing coverar. in 'uav access to higher educational level, public
awareness, an:’ 2ls. E - iearning opportunities. We have also started a
new pilot prezra m tor other population to detect progressive or non-
detected hearing loss (preschool hearing screening program) since last
year. So all of that is still ahead of us. The progress is apparent, and we
should be very proud of our accomplishments and strive to fulfill the
remainder of our projects, together as a group.

We extend our sincere thanks to all for their valuable support and
contributions.

Anoshirvan Mohseni Bandpay
Head of Iran welfare organization



