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_ ]ntrnductlon i

Ir,m.ia a vast céuﬁtry covering 1,648,000 square kilomet. in southwestern Asia. It is bordered by Turkmienistan, -

Azerbaijan and Armenia to the north, Afghanist. \and Pakis.an on the east, and Turkey and Iraq to the west. The
Persian Gulf and Oman Sea separate Tran frc  lane *furt,r south. The terrestrial borders of the country total 4,137
km. and the water borders rea_ch 2,700 kmin ... s _situated at the heart of the Middle East and constitutes the
closest link between the Persian Gulf t, * .. i 1Sea, which is the largest land-locked body of water in the world.
This country is also where the Eas . ~d b “West have met for acons. Historically then TIran has been at the juncture
of cultural, intellectual and pe’“tical xcn. _es. o . e

Bright springs, pomegra, . fie. 's, plslachm gardcns, stm mghis, ctmnt]css peaks and vatleyb, extmct snow—capped
voleanoes, dense for s, th Alu. < and Zagros maunta,m ranges coasts af the Casplan Sea, the Per;tan Gulf beautiful
lakes, hot springs and ma. - thers comprise the attrag w i" _dscape and unforg ttable n ture a{ anwhlch impress

|mages of divine beauty in the memories of those who travel i i

is called ‘Tran Vij’ whose frequently oceurring Avestan eqnwalcnt Alr :
term *Eranvgj’ both mean *The Rising Place of the A.rya.n Race_ Similarly

particular languages. For example the Avestan *Aceriyeh’ and the aumem Persr;m ‘Ar@eh :
clase!y lmkcd with /erije/ which is the Sanskrit word for ‘Lord’and ‘Mastm‘ ' ‘Ankﬁl;*
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hs term ran’ (lr 3% an) campnses‘ e which means ‘Arya and an’ vhic™ is a suffix of place; thus denoting "Th”

Jace fA.rS(ans (Pcrstan Dictionary, Vol. 5, P. 206" Arya sal “are the same language, beliefs, culture and
ppe . ﬁcsa exphmﬂy referring to themselves as *Aryans Wil ~ athers also designated them with. Numerous ancient
: Zor‘” strian texts & historical documents emphasize the exis. ‘ce of a race called *Aryans’ confirming the ongms of
¥ laﬁ elhn‘ 'ty Morem'er in a number of inscripti, s remaining from the Achaemenid kings, ‘Darius the Great” and
' ] es) proctalm themselves as . G ‘@sc\ vdants of the Aryans and decla.rc their language to be "Aryayi’.

b A numh,cr of anc:erq historians such as Her ot na. ses of Chorene also called the Medes and Persians ‘Aryans’.

In 1!1& end, thc endurancc ofthe name ' an . - ssents th'é't ofthé Aryan Race, the peopl'e of this land and the
- manifestation of ths:irauthcnt:cny a. b, ilness. Thc namc' “Persia’ was the official name of ran’ in !he Western

~world prior to 1935 : o :

f'ormatmn of much q:ulturc a.  many cw:l:zatmns Counﬁ&ss_
Imni‘an civilizatian was in many ways a source of msplratmn for

tur would brmg
These people soon managed to derive the benefits of such 1wmg arraugmen_ nd estab"l:shed E{)it}mcs akin to
modern cities. Scores of sites 1csury to the cxistence of early and surpnsmgiy dvanccd“cimhw;nns in lrau1 which

as well as the 7000 year-old Jlroﬁ and a 4500 year-old Bnck Stmctum?_.ﬁqsa inK
8000 year-old artifacts, the civilization of the Burnt City in Sistan | and Ba
c1ty of the ancient times, Gly"m Hill (Tappe Glyan) with 5700 years ofhlg
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'erman) as well as other cmcs such as Iaa!y in Fm‘s Pa:djs ind. wmail .bad in Tehran, Shahryar and Varamm
On the subject of devising and :mplementatlon Df‘ l;m in \ddition to owning the earliest genuine set of codified
“civil laws in the world known as the Hammurabi Code, L. is the birthplace of the world's first charter of human -
: :nghts (The Cyrus Cylinder) 2500 years ago. Furth. wmore, reco ding the expenses and wages paid for the construction:
‘of the city of Parsch reflected in at least £ v L. usana clay tablets, establishing thorough system of salary

ymeuts, msurauce and maternity leave. “ntro ‘cmat ~ }mﬁed Tax System, creation of Satraps (30 provinces) and the

intercity courier service stations called hn, hﬁnch’ , minting gold coins called Gold Darics, construction of the
Royal Road from Susa to Sard . ‘av ation of Persian Cuneiform and standardization of weights and

measuremenis are all just a fev =xan. \les . hﬁremarkabie feats af [ranians ingenuity in the Achaemenian era some
2500 years ago. o . : :

Iranians were among, e ex lies: . .eators of wrttmg ﬁystems which eﬁabie;i-them tu produce a vast wealth of recorded
material and although mu. > f it has becn Eosi, Pﬁ ( nkn(iWn to other nations and many of its
crowning and influential works have been rcndercd_ thes langﬁages Whether in postry or prose,
Iranians have shared their sweet Persian literary mas rpreces ith the world. exﬂcstr, Omar Khayyam, Molavi
(Rumi), Roodaki, Hafez, Saadi, Attar, Jami, and charm Ganja ,asze the i’e an N ob}es‘who receive their nobility
not from lineage but in their achievements on account af whmhA scol af»sennnars are he:ld in the world's most
prestigious universities annually in honour of these great men. In ﬁddihon, Wl‘mt reflects the grandeur of thought and
the philosophy of Tran is that this country is home to scientists, schélars and phﬁosophcls such as Kharazmt Zakariya
Razi, Abu Reyhan Birouni, Avicenna, Khaje Abdollah Ansan, Kﬁage i‘?asn s[}in TOQSI Sohrevardi, Molla Sadra,
ete. whose knowledge, wisdom and viewpoints informed thought and educat;on at respectablc academia amund
the world. o Al ; .

The genius of Iranian physicians has always been acknowledged lﬁrdﬁgﬁdﬁt:tjae Iusitn’y‘ of inedi'cinc Peopié in'(ﬁie'
Burnt City, located in present day Zahedan, had advanced the medical kmwtedg& with amazing skills in surgery aﬂd
were masters of orthopedics 4800 years ago; at a more recent time, durmg the Sassamd Period some 1700 ycars ago
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i arcliifééfs have ca}::it:ivate'd a
vast and cha.ngmg t:rnl»ones of Iran,

year -old Palace and th e Parseh (Pers
Tousi’s Observat ~' {1 st n. e worlcl), ‘D
Mosque’, ‘Eram Garde.. Jahan Nama Garde :
Lotfollah Mosque', ‘Alighapoo’ and ‘Naghshe Jahan in Istaha
Garden’ in Tabruz are but a few examplcq of the Ira A

way), “Nasir ol MoIkMosque’ ‘Vak:l

existed in the Bumt City where a central organization seems. rcgulated the sonstrucuons ef streets and fiouses
and where clay pipes were employed to create an mtr:catc drainage a
of project management that enabled them to carry out Darms the'Gm' ,cummand in cannectm g the Me«dl‘terranean

and the Rod Sca 2500 years before tHe Suez Canal was coirstmc on the saméﬁtte

The inhabitants of Iran were among the first to begin mininz.; for ¢ fffﬁ‘ "reé' ('daling buck to th'"é‘ﬂaind milléﬁnﬁii‘n
BC) and to utilize metals (fifth millennium BC). At present, Imn hol ll% nt t}1e ldenuﬁed oil reserves and IX% .
(effectively the second ]argeq() of gas reserves on eanh Itis therefm‘é one ofthe wealﬂzlast cotmtnas in terms of :
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P ) t—ls!amlc Epoch: ‘Kha}eh Nasire-Din

scyxérage system. Pers:ans also had a concept 1
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~FTean and the eight year-long warfare that ensued :
38 test the national hc-nour of Irafv. ans ta defena “ery inch of their land even in face of terr:blc advarsuy j
ite, this great | Eand has been repleta W}th “hievements and pride-inspiring feats from anuqulty to modern :
times and pcrhapq the first chapter of this boc - hic, is a glance at the long history of Persia can partially reflect the
grzmcﬁcm: and magmﬁcctice, that is Iran i




