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Teaching New Words for Children and Adults

I, Amir H. Gholami, profoundly believe that teaching vocabulary is a very important and essential
part of English education. The majority of language learners don’t know how to learn new words
effectively, and most of time they are confused and bewildered how to learn, memorize and
remember those words. This new book, | mean 504 Plus, will provide you with tips, activities and a
lot of useful information you can use to make learning vocabulary interesting and fun.

As you know learning vocabulary is an important part of English or second language classes.
Regardless of the type of class you are teaching, it is important that your students learn and practice
new vocabulary as often as possible. But there is a very simple guestion.

What are the best ways to learn this indispensable component of language?

As an English teacher who has been teaching English since 1990. | st ngly believe that there are
a lot of differentiations between teaching new words for kids and adu’ s in ¢ Fferent levels. It is
absolutely clear that the best way to learn new words is to use t¥ en. ola, with them, listen to them,
and apply them, While it is possible to learn new words out »” cor ext uke with flash cards,
Vocabulary.com, or word of the day calendars, to actually <tick 'n a cnild’s memory you need to add
repetition and application.

| do assert that for teaching new wards to those 2.1 = !anguage learners in high levels, the
methods and technics of teaching are comple ‘ely difte ent. A very robust and motivated educator
can use the following technics and metho< . in . rder to teach new words.

1. Giving definitions 2.Giving descriptic 's 5.% ving antonyms 4.Giving synonyms 5. Showing real
objects ( Realia } 6. Finding the root 21 ™ » words 7.Finding appropriate codingls)

8. Contextualizing the worc . 9.\ 1aking stories 10.Role playing 11.Pointing 12.Making related series
13.Naming 14.Mindind r.:ns r biainstorming 15.Guessing 16. Predicting 17.Giving equivalents

Considering the level and the age of the learners, the teacher can apply one or more of the
above-mentioned methods and technics in her or his teaching class to improve the learners’
command of vocabulary. Bear in your mind that tastes are different and the teacher himself should
detect the situation and atmosphere of the ciass in order to make an appropriate decision for
teaching better the new and unknown waords.
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INTRODUCTION

This is a self-help book. If you use it intelligently, you will help yourself to strengthen and expand your word
knowledge. The words you will learn, moreover, are essential in that they are known and used regularly by
educated people, You will find that such words as squander, rehabilitate, blunder, obesity, and five hundred more
will turn up in your newspapers, in the magazines you read, in book, on television, in the movies, and in the
conversation of the people you meet daily.

504 Plus Absolutely Essential Words is divided into 42 lessons, each containing 12 new words. Those words
are first presented to you in three sample sentences; next, the new words appear in a brief passage; the last part
of each lesson s a set of exercises that give you practice using the new words. One of the most important features
of 504... Words is that each of the new words is repeated over and over again throughout this book so that you
will have a greater chance to become familiar with it.

Included are seven Word Review sections, each containing challenging exercises that will help you to test your
mastery of the new words.

Newly added are interesting in letter writing and parts of speech that will familiarize you with our basic 504
essential words. Finally, this 6th edition features frequently misspelled words, a Bonus Fview a Bonus Lesson
with 125 More Difficult (But Essential) Words, and a new section called panorama o1 Wor. -,

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

504 Plus Absolutely Essential Words can be used in a number of vi=ys, dper uing upon the need and the status
of the reader. A student in a high school English class, for example. Cou'd wuis with the book over a period of one
school year, learning a dozen words each week for 42 we¢ks. .’upii> who are studying vocabulary in an
individualized program can move through the text at their oy'n s, “ed,/ 1astering the new words as rapidly as they
are able. Adults, out of school, can dip into the book on a'ze =ctive basis, paying attention to the new words and
skipping over those with which they are already familiar.

The High School English class Some teachers prefi \"sa s >t aside one day a week for intensive vocabulary study. At
such time the sentences containing the newurd: are often read aloud so that the students hear them used in
context. The definition may be copied.int\, a vocabulary notebook to reinforce the learning. Next, the
accompanying paragraph(s) containipe thu, 12 w words should be read aloud, followed by the exercise in which
the blanks are to be filled in. Some di cusuit n of the “Spotlight On” word is appropriate, preceding a homework
assignment in which the student ¢ ianc se original sentences for each of the words.

Independent Study an interesting wa, to approach 504 Plus Absolutely Essential Words on one’s own is to take
an informal pretest on each week’s words, comparing the definitions with the ones provided in the text. After
studying the three sample sentences, the reader should compose several original ones, using the model
paragraph(s) for resource material. '

The “Spotlight On"” word introduces students to the fascinating history of the English language. They are advised
to look up other words in each lesson in order to find out about their origin and to expand their vocabulary in the
process.

Finally, students who are working on their own should complete the exercises at the end of each section, filling in
the blanks and striving for a perfect score.

Repetition The words with asterisks (*) are those that have been taught in previous lessons. They are planted
everywherein the book since the repetition of newly learned material is a recognized road to mastery.If youcome
across such a word but cannot remember its meaning, turn back to the lesson in which that word first appeared.
(See the index on pages 247-249 for such information.)



