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Preface

Over 2500 years ago, Cyrus the Great built
one of the greatest and most exceptional
capitals on Earth from which he wisely and
benevolently ruled most of the then known world.
The plan of this 300 hectares (741 acres) garden city
with its remarkable palaces marks a true innovation
in ancient Near Eastern architectural history. It was
here in Pasargadae, for instance, that a lavish garden
scheme known as Pairidaiza was first introduced,
turning this palace complex into a lush landscape
where life grew, water was the essence of life, and
all the visitors were invigorated by the vibes. This
evocative Persian word Pairidaiza, meaning a luxuri-
ant garden with rows of well-ordered trees, reflect-
ing pools with running water and fragrant flowers,
was borrowed into Greek and Latin and became the
word we still use today: “Paradise.”

In the midst of this paradise, the single-focal axis
buildings, appreciated from one direction only,
that had dominated the Near Eastern architectur-
al traditions for centuries, gave way to truly open,
symmetric, four-sided structures with no fixed fo-
cal point that could be admired from any angi._.In
the vast area of the site, the monumental buildiri_ s
were placed in spacious, well-waterec ¢ und.
surrounded by a profusion of various ti =s a
flowers. With fruit for taste, variol \hic. »rsal A fur-
ther aesthetic pleasure to eye anc_yose o~ 'as
the sounds of singing birc. ~d rur_ing water to
the ears, this paradise was ti > e »n. of sensory
richness of all the five nses.

Unfortunately, over X500 »ar later, crumbling
ruins are the enly rem ants of w.«at was once Per-
sia’s first shiniv_» co vital ‘ty.
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