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Publisher's Forword
To begin and execute a research is like walking in the path of development
and evolvement. When the seeds of the “questions™ are planted, in the soil of
the mind of the researcher, this phase initiates, and its end is culminated
when the result and the cutcome of knowledge and wisdom is gained.
Evidently, this end is a new chapter in itself, for growth, and anncunces
beforehand this good news to humans. For the result of all thoge mental
efforts will not only bring the blooming and flowering of taleftt af®all kinds
of Blessings to humans, but it also makes the mind of the algher to
ponder and shape new, more questions.
This will produce a great collection of growing p

necessities of Time and the strength of the researc
themselves. They will make Culture and Civiligati

In like manner, the increasing rate of tr eself from one place
to another place and the decrease of t will make those seeds
travel miles and miles, to faraway pl orfler to install them inside the
curious mind of other seekers. i
novelty for another civilization. ..

forward.

management will help this p to dpvelop itself and one has to admit indeed
that it has always played an
Al-Mustafa Internfidna!\Publication and Translation Center, because of

its global mission,@ad Ws special position among the Religious Schools and
the colorful huga ity that it has developed inside itself, sees it as a
moral duty to fyoc®ueiall the appropriate conditions for any research works,

3 in this matter, most seriously. To procure all kinds of
, with an excellent management of all the existing
possibilities 3 talents, and to care and protect all its researchers in religious
fields; these are the most crucial responsibilities of the Department of
Research in this International center.

We dearly hope that by being attentive to all these autonomous scientific
movements, and by fortifying all the existing motives, we shall be able to
witness the blooming of the Religious Culture in ¢very part of this wide
world!

Al-Mustafa Enternational
Publication and Translation Center
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Foreword

Considering necessity of preparing appropriate Islamic
texts in English for the modern world an@ i% at
satisfying that need, Al-Mustafa Internationa% rch
Institute (M.LR.1.) decided to establisk-“

that duty in the best way by prod
reprinting tens of such appropr

is adapted from Sayyid ‘AlT Quil Qard'T's The
ith a Phrase-by-Phrase English Translation
(London: Islamic College for Advanced Studies, 2004); the
translation of quotations from Nakij al-Balaghah is based
on that of Syed ‘Ali Raza (Qum: Foundation of Islamic
Cultural Propagation in the World, 1995). For the poetic
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quotations from Sa'dl’s Gufistan, Bistin, Rami's
Mathnawi-ye Ma'nawi, and the Diwan of Hafiz, the
translations of Edward Rehatsek [Gulistan or Rose Garden
of Sa'di (Tehran: Peyk-e Farhang, 1998)], Henry
Wilberforce Clarke [The Badstan of Sa'dr (Tehran: Peyk-e
Farhang, 2004}] and Reynold A. Nicholson, The Mathnawi
of Jalalu'ddin Rimi (Tehran: Soad Publisher, 2002), a
Henry Wilberforce Clarke [The Divan of Hafiz (Te &
Aban Book, 2005)], respectively, are hereby adapted. \

In a number of places, words or expressiofs #
brackets were added to the text either to fill Agapfor to
render the meaning clearer.

Footnotes with the sign “[Trans.]” & ose of the
author, and thus, not in the orj ian text, but
provided by the tranglat acilitate  better
understanding for the En ders. Footnotes in
brackets are those of §yatulldh Murtads Mutahhari’s
Works Supervisory C r the publisher.

invaluable lectures owing to his deep knowledge of
Islamic teachings, and I have to thank Sadra Publications
for publishing for the first time the book in which those
lectures were gathered.
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A note of thanks goes to the translator, Dr. Mansoor L.
Limba, who worked diligently to render the entry into
English.

I would like to express my gratitude in particular to
Professor Hamidreza Ayatoliahy for his cooperation in
starting this project and in general to Mohammad Meftah
of the Qum-based International Institute of iglamic

Studies for his most helpful translation con , to
salahaddin Limba for proofreading the initial mariscript,
and to the editor Amir Dastmalchian t ghrough

the manuscript most meticulously.

1 would also like to greatly a % e efforts of
Ali Aranji and Leyla Majdalﬁ pervising and
facilitating the workflow of 9’ eseult work.
I hope that thise bopk“aosld be an invaiuable

contribution to the Isl ught and of great benefit
for all readers in ene‘r and people of research in

particular,
I take thi tunity to express our gratitude to
“Islam an Research Centre Ltd” for publishing this

e that the latter should form a link showing
r those who seek advancement.,

Seyyed Mohsen Miri



About the Author . &

Professor Ayatuliah Murtada Mutahha§(
was born to a family of clergymen o
S.AH.[February 3, 1920] in the vil
Mashhad, At the age of 12, he w shhad where he
learned the basics of Islami cowfand then moved to -
Qum where he attgnde e Jessions of the great
authorities of the theolOgi nter.

From 1319 S.AJM. [1999] Mutahhari attended the
sessions held an® Khomeini and other famous
teachers of t . Moreover, he himself gave lectures
in subje Arabic literature, logic, kalam
Jjurisprudence (figh}, and philosophy.

‘H. (1952) Mutahhari moved to Tehran and in
A.H.(1955) he was invited to teach Islamic sciences
at the Faculty of Islamic Sciences, Tehran University, He
was arrested at midnight on Khordad 15, 1342 S.AH.
(1963) and remained in prison for 43 days. After Imam
KhomeinT's migration to Paris in France, MutahharT went
to meet him, and the Imdm assigned him the




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

responsibility of organizing the Revolutionary Council.

On the night of Ordibehesht 11, 1358 S.AH. (May 1,
1979) MutahharT was martyred by one of the agents of the
terrorist Furqan group. He wrote more than 50 books and
tens of articles, and delivered scores of speeches,

A cursory examination of the 22-volume Sahifeh-ye
Imam'—the largest ever compiled anthology of Ima
Khomeini's speeches, messages, interviews, réli '(&
decrees, permissions, and letters—reveals that the marty

Professor Mutahhar? undoubtedly occupi istinct
station in the sight of the Great Leader of amic
Revolution and the idol-Breaker of the 20™ {e

Imam Khomeinl's communicatio Ayatullah
Mutahharf in the form of religi erMfissions (ijazat)
and personal letters as well as e@ns of him in the
Imam’s letters, speeche sages, statements,

, and Memorial note during and
¢® as indicated in the
ence source suggest that the

latter a trustworthy
assionate teacher, erudite scholar,
competerghyui ogquent speaker, combatant ‘@lim, and
martyrdom in the way of truth and

interviews, autobiograp
after MutahharT's @
encyclopedic auth
former  consi

1. Sahtfeh-ye Imam: An Anthology of Imam KhomeinT's Speeches, Messages,
Interviews, Religious Decrees, Permissions, and Letters, volumes 1-22
(Tehran: The Institute for Compilation and Publication of Imam
Khomeini's Works, 2007). [Trans.]
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These benevolent views regarding him are consistent in
an encyclopedic reference source of Imam Khomeini's
works—from the first volume of the anthology in which
Professor Mutahhari is indicated having been granted
authority (ijazah) on Dhu’l-Hijjah 24, 1388 S.A H.{March 13,
1969) by the Imam in the financial and religious law affairs,
up to the 21* volume (volume 22 being the indexesgof the
whole voluminous treatise) wherein he—in %m‘s
message dated Shahrivar 14, 1367 S.AH.(SepterfNpel’ 5,
1988) addressed to the Muslim nafion n¥and the
‘ulama@’ of Islam on the occasion o

Sayyid ‘Arif Husayn Husayni—is merfi
among “the freedom-loving ‘ul&
subjected to conspiracy and t

To the Imam, Shakid . r1 was more than a
student, representative,

yrdom of
having been
e Islamic world

ate, confidant, friend, or
son. Indeed, it can sa‘d hat to him, Mutahhari could
not be confined ingle dimension as he embodied a
totality of as utahhari is Mutahharf.

*kk

older in International Relations (University of
ho also earned units in MA Islamic Studies,
Mansdor L. Limba, the translator, has tens of written and
translation works to his credit on such subjects as
international politics, history, political philosophy,
jurisprudence (figh), scholastic theology (‘ilm al-kalam),
Qur’anic sciences, hadith, ethics, and mysticism.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Limba'’s English rendition of the Persian book Shi'eh Pasukh
Midahad (The Sht'ah Rebuts) by Dr. Sayyid Rida Husaynt Nasab
(Tehran: Ahl al-Bayt (A.S) ' World Assembly, 2007) was
recognized as best translation of the year in the Shaykh al-
TisT International Festival (Qum, 2008) while his paper
“Mahdawiyyah as Final Vocabulary: A Postmodernist Reading
of Islamic Iran’s Foreign Policy Principles” was awarded
“best paper” at the 5% International Conference eon4he
Doctrine of Mahdawiyyah (Tehran, 2009).

The present volume is the fifth work by
MutahharT that the translator has translated @

the others being the books Thyd-ye Tafalimy-cNek

Revival of Islamic Thought) (Tehran: A I%SJ World
Assembly, forthcoming), Nazariyyeh- l& (The Theory
of Knowledge: An Islamic Perspectih an; Institute of
Humanities and Cultural &tudies®nd” Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.)
University, 2012), Ta'lim wa dar Islam (Training and
Education in Islam) (Tehgan: Initute of Humanities and
Cultural Studies and -yt (A.S) University, 2012),
and Fitrat (Fitrah: ural Disposition) (London: MIU
e 1S currently translating a booklet

entitled Ak G-akhldq about the author's ideas on
ethics a hics (Cotabato City, Philippines: SMERI
Press ng).

FIE )

1. The abbreviation, “'a” stands for the Arabic invocative phrase,
‘alayhi’s-salam, ‘alayhim'us-salam, or ‘alayhd’s-salim {may peace be
upon him/them/her), which is mentioned after the names of the
prophets, angels, Imams from the Prophet’s progeny, and saints
{(A.8.). [Trans.]



Preface 'S \&

The present book consists of 13-sessig

martyred Professor Ayatullah Murtada @ 1ar1 about
the philosophy of ethics and it ha ats. The first
part which constitutes the gre& on of the book
consists of his 10-session in the month of
Muharram in 1351 S.AH (@972) at Arak Mosque,
Tehran. In this part, a m the philosophy of ethics,

Isiamic ethics has also beeiydiscussed.
ist® of the professor’s three lectures

on the same s ifferent occasions and venues.
The firs s entitled “The Criterion for Moral
Actio d at the later part of his life before a

ic seminarians in Qum.

t date of the second lecture in this part entitled

“Co nist Morality - Russell’s School of Morality” is not

determined, but it is obvious that it was delivered during

the later part of the blessed life of this martyred thinker.
The third lecture entitled “The Issue of ‘Self in Ethics”

was delivered in around 1339 S.A.H. (circa 1960) in the
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Higher Training College of Tehran, and of course, its audio
cassette recording is not available and its compilation is
done through its transcript of the cassette recording at the
time which was the disposal of the professor.

With the exception of the book’s title (Philosophy of Ethics)
and titles of two lectures - “Communist Morality - Russell’s
School of Morality” and “The Issue of ‘Self in Ethics,” the r
of the lectures’ titles are those of the compiler. ¢

The martyred professor has relatively many m
related to the philosophy of ethics and thécs,

which will be published in the thematic_n the
erudite scholar, God willing. %

This book was first published in 13& circa 1998)
and since then it has been much we @'r 2 the readers.

The earlier editions did Athegfirst lecture since
its transcript became avai rward. Also, in this
edition, subtitles are in the text while
meticulous editing

after the typesetti
it is hereby puipli

since the book becomes thicker,
foolscap size. As a whole, this
a thicker form and better quality.

scholar and'martyred combatant.
We beseech God, the Exalted, for more success.

Supervisory Council of Ayatullzh Murtada MutahharT's Works
Bahman 1380 S.A.H.(February 11, 2000)



