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Uimit 1
What is Instructional Technology?

1t is hoped that the preceding discussion has managed to disclose and explicate
the forces. issues. and prevailing views that characterize Instructional Technology. The
tield may be viewed, first, as a set of professional people concerned with the development
and use of Instructional Technigues having the purpose of promoting ef’™ tive human
learning. The learning with which these people are concenied may occw 1 the chool, in
the industrial classroom, in the specialized learning center, or in the home. " earning is
often initiated and brought about by communication. t¢ the ‘=ari. i, and these
communications are frequently delivered by equipment and - assc .iated proccdures.
commaonly referred ta as media. Currently, these medi’ inc’.. > suca “high-tech™ items as
television and computer systems in their various. s,

The technical knowledge that consi‘es [ stictional Technology includes
practical procedures for using existing me ‘ia ‘o diiver instruction. and also to deliver
portions of instruction that supple. ent e cou. Lnications of an instructor. Lnstructional
Technology includes practical techniy s o1 wstructional delivery that systerna;ically aim
for effective learning, whethe, or not they involve the use of media. [ is a basic purpose
of the field of Instructiona . Jxch. olopy to promote and aid the application of these known
and validated proce .- in he design and delivery of instruction.

While “ostrun ional  Technology has its own set of concermns and accepted
techniques <¢ app icat. « to instruction, the fizld also draws upoen systematic knowledge
investizatec and < veloped in other scholarly disciplines. Of ccurse, one source of
backgr. uno b owledge comes from the Technology of hardware systems themselves. and
from n ew inventions and modifications that continue to appear. Another source of
fundamental systematic knowledge derives from the research of cognitive psychologists
who apply the methods of science to the investigation of human learning and the
conditions of instruction. The findings of research on human learning provide a basis for
the formulation of techniques of instruction that focus on learners and  theit
characteristics, Computer science, and in particular thal branch of research called

artificial intelligence, contributes [undamental knowledge of human cognition anc



r the development and evaluation of Instructional Techniques. The dedicated
ofessionals who ally themselves with Instructional Technology appear to share a set of
neral beliefs, agreed to with individual degrees of fervor and misgivings. In general.
cse ideas incorporate attitudes reparding the promise of new developments in
uipment Technology coupled with understanding of processes of learning in bringing
out improvements in ways ot delivering instruction. In line with this view, Reseatch
forts in Instructional Technology seek to investigate and wverify the features of
mmunications 1o human learners that eptimize learning. And to discover how these
atures may best be planned and executed with the use of the various communication

=dia and their combinations.

pmprehension Check
Are the following statements True (T) or False (F).

Instructional Technology is an absolute independent schoelarly discipl, -

Using media is a must in efTective learning through practical technio: ~sof . ~tru7ional
-chnigues.

In Instructional Technology media involves several forms.

The sonditions of instructicn are investigated by cognit.ve | tych ' gists,
Instructional  Technology and hardware Technrlog © Lan s are knowledge on new
vention and modification.

Cognitive psychologists can belp Instructiona. Technology in formulating new
structional technigues.

[mprovements in wavs of develc w.p 1 struction require  innovations in both

uipment and process of learnir.
. Choose the best ans~_ * ba. <d 0w the passage,

Instructional . Teci 1o1c ) is primarily concerned with ...

a set of profession.” ycople at school

communications in different learning situations



