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Professor Marko P. Hekkert Recommendation:

Innovation is important for the economic development of every
nation. At the moment severe societal challenges like energy security,
climate change, loss of biodiversity ask for new technological
solutions that are able to sustain economic growth and at the same
time reduce the impacts of our economy on the natural environment,
Innovation 1s a complex, multi stakeholder process that is difficult to
plan, steer and manage. We need powerful models to create insight in
the process of (sustainable) innovation in order to bettez'manage the
innovation process and increase the success chances.

In recent years the Technological Innovation Systerily, theory is
developed. This theory highlights the complex and collective
character of innovation. It can be used to map¢He inn@vation process,
analyze the mechanisms that drive or block mmgvation and finally
derive strategic instruments to manage the pfocgls, offinnovation.

The development of the TechnologicalIpntvétion System theory has
mainly taken place in Western Europe G9yschéfars from for example
Sweden, the Netherlands, Austria and8Witzetland. It is a very positive
development that this theory is nowgalsd adopted in Iran and that
many studies are done using this framewotk.

This book applies Technological Immawation System theory to Iranian
innovation cases. This is importang, for two reasons. First, it allows
Iranian scholars, innovatioh mapagers and policy makers to learn
about this important thedfys,Skcond, it may help to improve the theory
by analyzing processes,off\technological change in other institutional
settings than the Western e€énomies.

This is therefore aivigmiportant book that must be read by anyone in
Iran interested imgtudying and managing innovation and technological

change.

Prof. Dr. Marko P.'Hekkert

Head of Innovation Studies

Research Director Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development
Utrecht University

The Netherlands
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