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Dear Edris,
I would be pleased to write an introduction to your hook. Thank you for the kind
invitation.
Do you have a special timeframe in mind?
John

The past century has witnessed rapid advances in scientific knowledge
development of medicines, health technologies, and interventions, and @divi
enter healthcare professionscan dedicate their lives to the alleviation of §
maintenance of life. However, these advances in healthcare practices pose ne
risks to vulnerable patient populations. Surgeries and catheters distupt protectiVe skin
surfaces; chemotherapeutics and immune system suppressofc Nuise ®he host's
immunological system; and prolonged periods of immobilization % cumoenia and
mfected bedsores.Individuals admitted to hospital for the m smelpaffiypertension or
{ So unfortunately

our efforts to save lives perverscly can increasc pa 8 and the risk of death
through acquisition of healthcare-associated infections.

There will always be risks associated wit
infections, bloodstream infections, pneumonias,

rventions — surgical wound
tions, and many others. So it is

key tool in the evaluation
metrics over time, such

metrics between facilis

recommendati
Only with understanding and application of the principles and recommendations
described i will we, as healtheare professionals, be able to uphold the statement of

“to do no harm,”

John Stelling, MD, MPH

Co-Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for Surveillance of Antimicrobial
Resistance

Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston



