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Infroduction

Kino put his knife into the ovster. He opened it. And there it lay,
he great pearl, perfect as the moon. It caught the light and shone like
lver. It was as large as the egg of a sea bird. It was the greatest pearl
in he world,

Many people dream of becoming suddenly rich. Money means
hat wonderful things will happen to them. Their problems will

isappear, and their dreams will all come true,
But money can aiso bring unhappiness. After Kino Fn reat
pearl, he and his wife, Juana, learn this. The pearl changes h ves

in ways that they never imagined. L 2
Kino, Juana, and their neighbors are Indian M hetreople
have always lived in Mexico. But about 400 y€a . eople from

Spain came to Mexico. They used guns to& ico away from
the Indian people. They wanted the Indg Opi¢ to speak Spanish
and to act like Spaniards. The India L@«elcome in their own
country.

When The Pearl was writte
poorer than the Spanish Mexdg:
go to school. And like Ki
that the Spanish Mexi

In Mexico today, S
people. And if you€\go
will see Indi
little money.

John Steinbeck was born in California in 1902, and he grew up
in the town of Salinas. He left Salinas to go to college. He went to
college from 1919 to 1925, but he never graduated. In 1925, he moved
to New York City for a short time. Then he retumed to California to
wrile. He was married three times and had two sons, Thom and John.
Steinbeck died in New York City in 1968.

Steinbeck’s first book, Cup of Gold, came out in 1929, and he

in 1947, the Indian Mexicans were
. l#ke Kino, they had no noney to
ad to work at lifficult, dirty jobs
t want to do.

Mexicans are still richer than the ndian
fishing town on the Mexican coast, you
en. Like Kino, they work very hard for very




wrote twenty-five more books before his death. Many of his books
are about people who are farmers, fishermen, or factory workers.
Some of these stories take place in the area around Salinas. The
people in his stories often suffer because they are poor.

His most popular books are Tortilla Fiat (1935), In Dubious
Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937), The Red Pony (1937), The
Grapes of Wrath (1939), The Moon is Down (1942), Cannery Row
(1945), The Pear] (1947), East of Eden (1952), and The Winter of our
Discontent (1961). One of his last books was Travels with Charley
in Search of America (1962). It is about a trip that he took across the
United States with his pet dog.

. Steinbeck won the Puhitzer Prize in 1940 fo Grapes of
Wrath, his most famous book. It is the story of a famgly that lose
their Oklahoma farm. They then make a rify to California

because they hope to find a better life nbeck also won
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 19 @ his books became
popular movies. The Pearl was mad& ovie in 1948,
Steinbeck first tells of a greatcﬁ ea of Cortez: A Leisurely
Journal of Trave! and Resgarc 41), a travel book that he wrote
with his scientist friendw . Bicketts. During that trip,
Steinbeck heard of an Ingian b in Mexico who found a large pearl.
Steinbeck’s story of angr@at fearl was first printed in the magazine
Woman’s Home
Like other

for exampl
people who

ooks—Tortilla Flat and Of Mice and Men,
earl is about honest, hard-working country
earn a living. The Pearl is still popular today, and
high-school students study it in English classes.

Peop!®&ead it now for the same reasons that people read it in
1947. It is a strong story of likeable people, told in clear, simple
language.



