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In The Name of God
The most compassionate — The most merciful

Introduction

The main objective of this book has been to provide the university students
of Linguistics or MA candidates of LINGUISTICS with a uthentic,
comprehensive and reliable source of information. The booz' bas@gl on the
three most fundamental linguistics books of 4 Short Histo:yxnguistics
by R.H. Robins (1979), The Origin and Developmeut kroui@tic Theories
by Meshkatod Dini (1998), and Theoretical Linguist; bir-Moghadam
(2000). Attempts have been made to render the oltime as concise and

informative.

It should be said that this book has be &everal times as the main
course book in our classes before pu li@herefore, it has been re-edited
and revised repetitively and it been aticiipted to remove any likely errors
and misspellings.

The book starts with Ancie

ra, i‘corporating Greeks (Sophists, Stoics, and
Alexandrians) and Rom is Era is followed by Medieval Era and post-
Medieval Era inclugin

Afterwards, the

olastic Philosophers and comparative Philology.
Era is discussed, encapsulating Formalism (both
rativism), functionalism, and Cognivitism.

ve devotedly tried to acquaint the students with the schools
he writers have managed to present a concise overview of
each main‘Period in the history of linguistic so that the readers will become
acquainted with the most well-known philosophers and linguists who have

contributed strenuously to the field and science of linguistics.
All comments are most welcome.
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Schools of Linguistics

Greek: (5 B.C)

Plato

Sophists

Plato: ( A naturalist) : In
about language.

e of hify* “treatis” called “Cratylus”, he talked
ied ® find the origin of languages. He also

claimed there ural relationship between an object (form)

and its name ). Words are indeed naturally appropriate to the
things. In o prove his belief, he stuck to false etymology. He
belie s & job of an etymologist to find the connection between
orms) and their meanings. The only reason that he had, was
poeia (interjections like ouch, Ah, animals’ sounds , ...).
In his"book called “Sophist”, he could divide the sentence into parts:

nouns and verbs.

Aristotle: (A Conventionalist): He believed names or words (forms) stand
for things (meaning) only through convention. No natural relationship

between form and meaning does exist.
B



