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You who shall hereafter see this inscription
which 1 have mscribed, or these sculptures, do
not destroy them, while you shall be in good
strength, as they stand preserve them. If you
shall see this inscription or these sculpures, and
shall not destroy them and shall protect them
as long as there is strength to you, may the God
be your friend, and may family be unto you in
abundance, and may you live long, and what you shall d&, thet may
the God make successtul for you..

( A part of Darius’ speech at Behistun, coluit'n 4, Ives: 67-76 )
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foreword...

Darius, a leading army general of King Cambyscs, sanof Cyrus, the
great, was one of the princes of the Achaemenian family. False or real
Smerdis, the second son of Cyrus, the great, wis ¢ rerihrown by him
and scven noble Persian families.Eventually. Lorius became king in
[ranWhen victory was complete, and( bis auchority established
throughout the empire, He innovate. a [ev cuneciform script for
writing the old Persian.

The inscriptions of Darius, engra «.d ¢n gold, silver, clay tablets, on
polished surfaces of mountar s [ nd on stone vessels and weight and
seals, provide valuable informea ion about historical events, military
victories, arts, the constitueat countries of the Persian Empire and the
ethical qualities of the A= aemenian monarches and are the best
sources of history, ci -ilizaien and culture of the ancient [ran.

This book, conawais g the cuneiform text of the extant inscriptions in
old Persian, t. acenvitors, students and other interesting people, when
visiting these roble monuments, may be able to study and scrulinize
the orign.nl Persian was the first script of the Persians.It is hoped that
readers will kindly overlook the defects, they may notice in this book,
and by studying it, realize more than ever how great & imposing was
ancient [ran, and how magnificent was its civilization and culture.l
would be delighted to receive any corrections & suggestions for
incorporation in the next edition.

Keramat yazdani ( Ashk)
Persepolis
1% June. 2016



