SILVER COINAGE
OF THE CALIPHS

( A FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE )

By
A. SHAMS ESHRAGH

Shams Eshragh, Abdolrazagh - 315 flie o3 | e T LR S
Silver Colnage of the Caliphs
Edited by Elizubeth Darley-Doran

Spink & Son Ltd, Londen 2016 sy Slasis
1TAA Olgiar? o Ll S pLasit
ISBN  978.600-90516-0-7 i
W m e y Sans
i) il
Silver Coinage of the Caliphs jhis” 3 o7 gie ¥ el POl g gilaT
Qo —— Olpl— bl fu == oMt sl0 4S0 ]
Sl p sl ] 5a8 Al D ods il aalis
Darlex-Doran, Elisabeth Todaihl 4l
Sepideb Shams Eshragh 1 3120 ol odum 1 st by 3 Siboniir 1 b
AL A b iV C) Do T Sl 80
¥IY Lt T PRV
BIYIOYD 1 e ellh ol
WAL ata g Ll ol
wlghot - Ldla ey
wlaba )

Executed by




Dedicated
to my son Behnam
and my daughter Sepideh

© A. Shams Eshragh, 2010

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
form or by means, electronic, mechanical, photography,
recording or otherwise, without the permission of the author in
writing,

ISBN 978-600-90916-0-7

Layout, supervision & photography: A. Shams Eshragh
Design : Sepideh Shams Eshragh

FIRST EDITION
2010

SPINK & SON L,
69 Southampton Row
London WCIB 4ET

I



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface

Acknowledgement

Vi

Abbreviations

VII

A Brief History of Coinage

The Orthodox and Umayyad caliphs
Rulers whose name figure on Arab-Sasanian coins

Details of Arab-Sasamian coins

(X RN N =

Samples of Sasanian drachms

Arab-Sasanian drachms

A die of Islamic coins

Details of Arab-Tabaristan drachms (Ispahbad types)

Governors of Tabaristan {appointed by Abbasid caliphs )

Arab Tabaristan drachms

Manual striking of coins

Rulers whose names figure on Arab-Sistanian drachms
Details of Arab-Sistanian drachms

Arab-Sistantan drachms

Transaction metals in the 14™ century BC.

Details of Umayyad dirhams

Umayyad post reform dirhams
Umayyad of Spain dirhams

The Abbasid caliphs

Details of early "Abbésid dirhams ( TYPE A)

'Abbasid dirhams 132-157 h.

Details of 'Abbasid dirhams ( TYPE B)

'Abbasid dirhams 158-199 h.

Kufic transliteration from coinage

Details of 'Abbasid dirhams (TYPE C)

'Abbasid dirhams ( 200-255 h. )
'Abbastd dirhams ( special types)

Period of "Abbasid caliphate under domination of

Buyids and Seljugs

Details of late 'Abbasid dithams ( TYPE D)

Late 'Abbasid dirhams 636 h. onwards

SUPPLEMENTARY PAGES
Arab-Sasanian drachms

Umayyad dirhams

150
153
155
156
170
171
203
204
205
288

289
290
291

294
296



'Abbasid dirhams . . e _ o 297

Sclected bibliography . . . 299

MINT LOCATIONS

Sasamian .. S . L 3ol
Arab-Sasaman . o . o 301
Umayyad. . . . ... o e e - e 303
‘Abbasid . . . _ 305

Index of mint signatures, Arab-Sasanian _ — 309

INDEX OF NAMES

Sasanian o o U 310
Arab-Sasaman .. .. ... . . . .. e L SR
Arab-Tabarstan ... ... . R TR - e 310

Arab-Sistaman. . . . . R L 310

-
ta

Umayyad. .. e T
'Abbasid ... .. . e e : S 316

INDEX OF MINTS

Sasanian ... .. . .. e B 3N
Arab-Sasaman .. .. . .. . e _ _ 3N
Arab-Tabaristin._.. .. e e 31
Arab-STstaman.. .. e a3
Umavvad . = . 312
‘Abbasid . ... . y o e 319

INDEX OF DATES

Sasaman . e T § _ 312
Arab-Sasanian .. o e e 312
Arab-Tabanstan.. . . .. .. .. . e 312

Umayyad ... = . . . - 36
"Abbastd.. . o e e 324

Vi



e e

PREFACE

Upon publication of my work, The Earliest Coinage of the Islamic Empire in 1991, a useful reference.
tool received widely and looked upon as an authoritative source, 1 decided to conduct a broader study of
the Islamic coins, a demanding work which took a long time to complete with the following new design:

Title, Silver Coinage of the Caliphs:
The book contains complete details of 1777 pieces issued by the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs or their
appointed governors, like those of the Arab Sasamans. These coins have been selected from among
thousands of others.

This book has a special design in eight pages devoted to explaining in detail the different aspects of’
each of the eight typical groups of the castemn caliphate dirhams, bearing the enlarged picture of
the related types, dedicated to each type of coin. Any detail on each coin not matching the
enlarged picture of the related type is explained individually.

Each of the coins published in this book is marked with a specific number and bears a different date
(one piece for each year with a different mint). Only a few have the same date as those in the next, with '
a different legend or die. An instance is the double minting of Marw 201 h, one of which is the |
standard and the other which reads " ... al-amir ai-Rida heir of Muslims ...." (#1157, 1158). The Arabic
legend indicated on each of the coins, as well as that of Pahlavi inscription have all been translated in '
English.

Method of compilation: ,
Chronological, beginning with the first coinage of Islam in 31H/ 651-652 AD up to the end of rule of the
Abbasid dynasty in 656H/ 1258 AD. '
The mint alphabetized method conforms to the English alphabet.

Hlustrations:
The book is fully illustrated, all with high-quality images. Most of the photos are a little larger than

the actual size to show each and every detail. The weight and actual size of each of the coins
(diameter) are also provided.

Sources:
The coins recorded in this book are generally the pieces that 1 managed to look at, feel and hold in .
my hand over the past forty years. My sources have been companies active in the field of [slamic
coins, private collectors, coin dealers and auctioneers, as well as Islamic coin experts, and others, |
to some of whom | have served as adviser on Islamic coins.

The whole book is divided into three sections:
1- Drachms with the bust of the ruler, Arab Sasanian, the east senies ( Arab-Sistaman ), and the
[spahbad type of Tabaristan.
2- Umayyad dirhams
3- 'Abbasid dirhams

These sections have colored backgrounds, with a different color for each part, making it easier for
the reader to browse through the book.

I would appreciate and welcome receiving any comments on this work.
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