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In the Name of God

This collection iz a selection of 3000 pictures of monuments, works
and people of Herat taken during scveral trips to Afghanistan in 2003 -
2004, Herat that is a muscum of the works of the greatest artists and
masters of Tranian art and culture was very interesting and informative
for me as the head of a historical - archsval center.

During my trips 1o Herat Mr, Majid Fadaian was in our group and
informed me about the details of the Islamic art and culture in Timurid
cra. | asked him to make this collection usable for the public, if possible.

Now with great ¢fforts and participation of our friends, the collection
is published. [ would like to acknowledge the kindful contribution of
Hasan Kazemi Ghomi ex-Consul General and. Muhammad Al
Najafimancsh the consul General of the [slamic Republic of [ran in
Herat. [ would like to thank my freinds in the forcign ministry of
Afghanistar that lent us their valuable views. Particularly 1 am thankful
of Mr, Dawood Charmi, head of the Publishing House of the lranian
Ministery of Foreign Affairs for his kindful efforts, Also, my thanks 10
Mr. Rasoul Mousawi and Alireza Bikdeli “who supported us in the
framework of the project of fran's Contribution to the Cuberal
Reconstruction of Afghanis.

] hope the collection brings about closer links between the branian

and Afghan nations and governments.

Rezs Nazarahari
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Preface

Traveling to Afghanistan is traveling to memories. This travel 1o
history. memories and dreams beging from Aryanmigration to. the
Maongols cra - during which all signs of aivilization were eradicted - and
then the renaissance period and shining of the Timurnid and Safavid
civilizations. Afthough with Heral seperation from Iran during Qajar
period. this trip comes o an end. the roots of the two nations are so
intereonnected, it seems they are still together,

Herat is the begining point of this trip: the ¢ity of blue, turgouise,
azure, tile works of different periods and women's bluc veils like the
blue sky: a resistant city on the border of the cver-Howing Hariroud -
which injecis life to the western plain of Afghanistan, { arrived in the
city after 23 vears of war and occupation 10'see what | had read about in

the books.
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Visiting Khaje Abdullah Ansari. the mystic old man to the sky - high
minarets of the tombs of Geharshad and Amir Alishir Nawai, the patron
of arts and many other works opened a new scene before my eyes.

The Persian - speaking Herat and the people speaking in Dari were
mostly pleasant 10 me rather than to be strange. [ felt a considerable part
of my cxistance was hidden in this soil; Persian literature and poems,
paintings, books' illuminations, sound of Dotar and the people in long
white cloaks - that were the reminder of :
the Sun Land, the land with no sun set.
Their hospitality was noticable. They
usaully sharcd their empty tables with us,
They received us so that they had found

their lost brothers. Undoubtedly. art and
poem are assgciated with their lives,

With all their miseries, they still grow
roses in their flower - bed. You can stiil
sce there the Timurid miniatures. Beside the eglantine bushes in the
gardens, you sec the people in long cloaks and beautiful loose - sleeve
garments with a traditional way of living.

In my 2 - year trip 1o Afghanistan, each time | was so exited for a
new visit that disregarded the difficulties on the way to Herat (we went
15k in 5 hours).

The cotd winter, the hot summer, scasonal winds and mosquitoes,
scatterd mines - planted everywhere like fear seeds - all were not
noteworthy while 1 was to visit the land of myths and fables.

o i 10392551 2y oo (gl o)ia U (g bl allins azlys Ml o Sbj )
plaS pp & Bz il oo i Jus g J oF Jap e s el etele peal g S jegS
2525 g pilaty oy |y sl o slad

3 Sutjf g g0 51 0 il Jriled e 63 (g eSiat (gl b (g o hpa
o o e 5 ol gy hy SB ol g3 pagg i ) A IR g 38 w6590
bolyen Sty (5uz (5)30> (0 2 5 6,6 90 Ul ezar g ! WS g S2E
6] 3 S gaadygn eage selal LAl 5 s gl s b &S ples e
o olesye ol 05 il plaga 5 20 (0 0 9t OT 3 T &S e
Lo g ole g osial s woud go pol s la b Vgmna }y LA (5o 0 jis gl
S ol Gl fegrier 0 ba JLu a5 sataS (g0l emen iad e pdy |
Sl 0 lgon 18 g 105 5lo 05eel on s Cl 030 Ol 9 285 0 O

SLates & g ] o i JF Bl L) Ohils 4zl plizen o 5 pla L
F ez b Goged Slyglene Wiy Sl o0 plres 5 g Kt o b 0y
g 2l plols) 4 amal)l glas e oy sl £l 5 2 glo g LS e
o SN e b AT a5 ol ] olaE gl e U Ly ele b
wilaails b g3 slaygl b Lo

pl sl 3o bl ol @iy i b & Jy0 o onilidl a4 p) allogs i o )
S ) wd e 53l mly S et sl o)l 2R (B g Sy o
i e oo ol b don Gl (Jg (el Jab @ Caels & fglS 110 il
oo p il st a3l s b e pogy atdly )0 oS

b ohyos il Sty sloyf b pliamej coves slaje 5| a5 cat il
8 02515 (slo pon 0329 42 2303 o g3 Gl Jar &5 (s 4ty g (gl slal
o yghansl (enj o il 53 A g et il 00D ALAT > dam )3 ity gl Ggreen
Dgai oo ged el ; g Lo alldl g la




The city was crowded with the people and immigrants - back to their
country - walking in streets and bazaars, the bazaars in which the smell
of spices was renynder of the castern bazaars and "Thousand and one
nights” tales. You could travel to deep history. 1 was their guest many
tes.

By recording the historical works of the city and the peoples'dives, 1
was 1o crystalize my dreams. [ had never been after recording the war
and its consequences - which was dealt with by others before! Herat is
live today.

The Persian language and common branian - Afghan civilization have a
special place in this land.

I would like to acknowledge the kindful support of Dr. Reza
Nazarahari who is very interested in the Greater Khurasan culture and
civilization. [ would ltke also to thank the Iranian Consulate in Herat and
my fricnds, Hayedeh Ebrahinn, Arash Rezaci Baranand Kambiz Karimi,

Lastly, [ am thankful of my wife, Parvin Heidari Nasab for her

paticnce.

Sep. 2005
Majid Fadacian
—
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