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The Grapes of Wrath
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Introduction
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Uncle John said, “We've never been paupers before.”
“Maybe we have to learn, “Tom side. “We never were

forced off owr land before.”
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In October 1929, Wall Street, the center of finance
in the United States, crashed. This was the start of
the Great Depression, which lasted through the
1930s.
.:JS Jo_,.;..-- odouis CJYLL'I u.!la;/h.:_::}‘..a‘ ;_]IJ LAY J:S'IJ.‘\
Aalanit b 4 VA s U S 5 g iS558 ST
During those years, there was less business activity
and there was high unemployment. By 1933,
sixteen million people were unemployed. Across
the country, .banks closed down and people lost
their savings.
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In many places, people who became poor and
homeless lived together in camps. These camps

“were called Hoovervilles because a lot of people
blamed President Hoover for the Depression.
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[n the Hoowervilles some people lived in boxes and
others in cars or tents.
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At the same time, the southwestern states

(including Oklahoma, Kansas, and Arkansas) were

hit by years without rain. frvthese places, the land

dried up and turned to dust. These states were
called the Dust Bowl.
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Feeling the economic pressure, the banks were

unable to save the land. They forced the tenant
farmers off their farms.
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Hundreds of thousands of people left the Dust
Bowl and headed west to California. These people
heard that California was the golden state the land
of jobs, green hills, and valleys of fruit trees.
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They drove thousands of miles in search of jobs
and a better life for their families.
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Putting everything they own into a truck, the Joad
family leaves Oklahoma for California. They have
been tenant farmers for many years.
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Although they were never. rich, they were never
paupers—until now. The Joads need to learn a new

way of life on the road with little money. They
share camps with strangers and are often forced to
leave by local sheriffs,
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Ma and Pa are the heads of the Joad family. Their
son, Tom, has just been freed from prison and is
on parole. Their eldest son, Noah, has always been
slow and quiet.
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Their teenage son, Al, is more interested in girls

than anything else: But he has learned about cars
and this is useful for the family.



R

s 8K e Ul didle ba s 4 i Sl 0 g5 g

sl e 030 gt (1 o g 305 4z y kit SIS

Their daughter, Rosasharn, recently married
Connie Rivers and is now expecting his baby.
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The youngest Joad children, Ruthie and Winfield,

ate too young to understand everything that is

happening. For them, this/ new life is a big

adventure.
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Other members of the Joad family also travel to
California: Grandma, Grandpa, and Uncle John.
The family is joined by Casy, who used. to be a
preacher.
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On the road to California, the family struggles with
illness and death. They meet people who say that
the life in California is hard and that people there
are dying of hunger. But their hopes for jobs and
better lives keep them going.
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John Steinbeck was born in Salinas,California, in

1902. Before he became successful as'a writer,
Steinbeck had many different jobs.
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He worked as a ranch worket; fruitpicker, and a

builder. These experiences made his descriptions of
the lives of workers in hisnovels realistic.
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Later, he worked for the San Francisco News,
reporting on the lives of farm workers. Their stories

gave Steinbeck ideas for the Grapes of Wrath,
which was published.in 1939.
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The book wen the Pulitzer Prize and made many

people tealize how hard the lives of poor farm
workers really were.
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The following year, the Grapes of Wrath was made

into a movie, starring Henry Fonda as Tom Joad.
Steinbeck’s other famous works include of Mice
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and Men (1937), The Pearl (1949), The Red Pony
{1948), and East of Eden (1952).
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All of these books were also made movies and are
now Penguin Readers.
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Steinbeck was given the Nobel Prize for Literature

in 1962. Today he is remeémbeéred because he told
real stories about real people:
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He understood the idea of “the American dream,”

but he knew that'is was not possible for everyone.

He wrote in a clear and simple style. And he wrote

about the poor and'lenely people who many people
forgot.
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John Steinbeck died in NewYork in 1968.
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