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Introduction

This book is intended as a guide for students who are requ.ed .
undertake research in teaching studies and prese it in vritten
and/or oral form.it is not an introduction to tea Ying ; udies as
such, we assume that readers already haye a asic familiarity
with the field.. For anyone learnit or tearhing a second
language, collocation is undoubted’;  ne (€ *he most fascinating
(and at times frustrating) challeng »='thai they will face. Equally,
for those interested in  =scarching second language (L2)
coltocation knowledge and dev lopment, the challenges are both
fascinating and frustrati. o, bet for different reasons Collocation
dictionary aims *o piyvil'  a step by step introduction to doing
research in an ar a2 wi._h, because of its interdisciplinary nature,
canpresent thz o perienced researcher with a bewildering array
ot collo atio. and teaching, we have called it collocation
dicticrai; hecause it is designed to help you find your way
throug™ a relatively new and uncharted terrain, Nowadays, many
English language learners use technology such as Soft copy
dictionaries to learn foreign languages. This is one of the reasons
why English learners in the 21st century are often called “digital
natives,” because these learners have “spent their entire lives
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surrounded by and using computers, videogames, digital music
players, video cams, cell phones, software dictionaries and all the
other toys of the digital age™ (Prensky, 2001). In addition to
developing English reading. listening, writing, and speaking
skills, nowadays English learners use technology to learn and
improve their collocation. It seems that university students tak¢
advantage of innovative technologies such as online flash¢i-ds
and soft copy dictionaries to learn EFL collocation (Steel &
Levy, 2013). Yet, most EFL learners do not taky advan. ge uf
technology to improve the lexical accuracy of thes wr.ting,
especially in terms of collocations (i.e., con bizat =5 of two
words that occur frequently together). This > a 1.or gap in the
application of technology, collocation .istruction, and EFL
writing,

To promote collocation accuracy and fluency in EFL written
work, researchers have sugg »sted the use of software dictionaries
{Nakata, 2012; Ranalli. 223} The research reported here
examined the effecivenis of soft-copy collocation dictionary
versus hard-copy co'le~ation dictionaries. Teaching collocations
to learners is “rivortant at least for five reasons. First,
collocativtiona ¢ widespread in language (Erman & Warren,
2000). wenend, teaching collocations has been shown to improve
learners’ lexical and grammatical knowledge2 (McCarthy,
O'Keefe, & Walsh, 2010). Knowledge of lexical collocations,
which combine adjectives, nouns or adverbs (e.g., play a role:
major role) and grammatical collocations, which include
prepositions (e.g., listen to: fond of) as well as specific
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grammatical structures (e.g., recommend doing something) can
enhance students’  writing. Third, teaching collocations
contributes to accuracy (and native-like lexical selection in
writing and speaking McCarthy & O’ Dell, 2005). Although some
EFL writers write pass the law, bring examples, and stand in front
of a problem which sound awkward in English, native speakers
prefer writing break the law, give examples, and face a prob':m
{(Laufer & Waldman, 2011, p. 652). Fourth, collocations 1. 'p
learners understand connotational meanings of words in co, ex
(Sinclair, 2004). For example, cause commos.'v ol ~ated with
negative words (¢.g., cause- trouble/damage/pr hlens) while
provide collocates with positive wirde ‘2g¢, provide
service/information/advice). This pher. nenc » 5 also known as
Semantic Prosody (see Stubbs 20 9). [ifth, focusing on
collocations can contribute to E L. arne s’ writing development
(Hinkel, 2004; Seesink, 0 7. Because collocations are
formulaic in nature, thev are fre juently used in writing (e.g., in
recent years, curret! =2suarch on; this paper presents). In sum,

collocations arc ‘mportant for accuracy in both speech and
writing,



