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Introduction

To the teachers:

The present bock focuses on the Teachers Training Colleges, State and Non-
State Universities students ' needs for English in genéral. It.is planned to put an
emphasis on reading as involving an interplay between the readership and the
lessons. The goal is to establish a contrast between two different ways in which
trainees and students analyze and process English for general purposes as part of
comprehension and learning. The first way , known as top-down processing,
makes use of higher levei, non-sensory information to predict or interpret lower
level information that is present in the readings, vocabulary and grammar. The
other way, bottom-up processing makes use of the information present in the
input to achieve higher level meaning.

It is hoped that these approaches will activate ways of accessing the meanings
of the lessons which are employed flexibly and selectively in the course of
presentation. Such strategies may pertainto keeping main ideas in mind, guessing
unknown words from context where possible, stopping and;rereading when
trainees and students do not understand. Therefore, each lesson covers an
authentic instance of reading which is to be figured out through the threc stages of
pre-reading, while reading and post-reading activities. To stabilize trainees
English knowledge, vocabulary items and grammatical points will cover the rest
of the pages in a very contextualized manner, -

The higher education level in Iran requires lexical and grammatical
accuracies. Thus, the book opens up to the trainces and non-English university
students the opportunity of better reflecting on the content of the syllabus for
general English. [t is designed so that the lessons can be taken in a linear fashion.
We believe that the materials can be thoroughly tested in the classroom and it can
add a valuable dimension of reality and authenticity to the teaching and learning
of English by our colleagues and higher education students.



To the Students:

English for General Purposes I aims at helping you learn the meanings of some
reading and words in an orderly manner. In this book, you will practice reading
comprehension, vocabulary learning and some grammatical items by means of a
diversity of exercises including scanning, “What do you think?”, finding
vocabulary in context, filling in the gaps, true-false items, ves-no and wh-
questions , word formation. It will also assist you how to activate and join
together your high school English to that of your higher studies so that you get
ready to use English passages of your field of study with:a help of 2 monolingual
or bilingual dictionary.

Each lesson begins with some pre-reading activities, a text for you to read
from reality, and some post-reading activities. They are intended to confirm your
learning and strategies which you can use inand oat of English class. Finally, you
will have three assignments to carry out on your own. The assignments provide
you with a chance to use the readings, the words, phrases and grammar actively so
as to self-assess.

A Word of Thanks:

We would like to thank Sahar Alirezai for her contribution in typing and
computerizing the word formation section of the lessons. We are alse indebied
greatly to the authorities of Bahonar and Magsodi Teachers' Training Centers in
Hamedan for their sincere co-operations in issuing the first draft of the book.

Summer 2007
Morteiza Alirezai
Hossein Taghipur
Behbood Jamshidi
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