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Introduction

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in the field
of teaching listening comprehension. Although listening is an
indispensable component of communication, it is always
camouflaged by its more observable counterpart,© e. -veaking
skill. The neglect and misunderstanding of the true .ature of
listening has led to be considered as a by-; ~odui t of speaking.
Therefore, the purpose of the book is ' 2. e into the nature of
listening comprehension. It also acnls iath some aspects of
teaching listening.

What is even mo = "f01ected than listening itself is
listening assessment. It is oelieved that language tests are
extremely valuable s heir diagnostic power in diagnosing the
problems ~f =arncrs and pedagogical settings. However,
listenin® “=si: have long been suffered from the holistic and
prodoci. yview toward their assessments, and they have been
deprtv- 1 of their diagnostic power. Therefore, the book offers
some suggestions which will be helpful in designing listening

tests.



