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Introduction
Dr. Mahdavi Ravanji’s present edition of Kamal b. Jalal MunajjimYaz{ "' sZub¢ ¢
al-tavarikh is a greatly welcomed addition to the field of Safavid historiography.
Chronicles form the single most important source for the study of the Sai :id
period. Thus, making available sources like the Zubdat al-tavarikh a particulari,
urgent task. Although scholars have been aware of and utili®»d cert="avell-known
Safavidtext for many decades, such as Iskandar Beg Munshi’s. =/kh-i ‘a. ‘m-ara-yi
‘Abbasi and Hasan Beg Rumlu’sAhsan al-tavarikh, other chronicic »have ' emained
in manuscript form, largely inaccessible and often unknov'n t¢. =holai _.
This edition of the Zubdat al-tavarikh contains an €xtensiv 2 iritroc v don, where Dr.
Ravanjiplaces the textin historical and historiograp’,s ! cont ++< He introduces the
author and provides background about this remas'ble 1. slti/generational family of
astrologer/astronomers and historiographers. | He"has also compared the text with
earlier sources such as the “vork of “he 2‘thor’s own father, Jalal
MunajjimYazdi’sTarikh-i ‘Ab¥asi, i nd located parallel passages and instances of
imitative writing,.
There are two more points worthi sentioning here. The Zubdat al-tavarikh is a
universal history, containing section. »# biblical prophet figures, Persian pre-
Islamic kings, accounts ci‘he Prophet Muhammad, Fatima, and the Twelve Imams,
and pre-Safavid Islanfic dyaasties, in addition to, of course, a full account of the
Safavid dynasty, includ .. ection on the pre-dynastic Safaviyya Sufi shaykhs. It
1s sometimes fhe <2 that when such universal histories arepublished, only the
Safavid sectior. is incluaed in the published text. With the Zubdat al-tavarikh, we
have the<“ire tull history, including the pre-Safavid sections. It is also sometimes
the ¢<=e tha\ crihicles are edited on the basis of only one manuscript, even when
of er mau. ) ripts are available, making it impossible to take note of manuscript
variations. Dr. Ravanji, however, has consulted several manuscripts and fully noted

variations, making this a fully critical edition.

he volume also includes a bibliography, a useful glossary, and an index. These
i.atures make this edition of the Zubdat al-tavarikh everything one would hope to
see in a published, edited manuscript.

Sholeh A. Quinn

2 Desember 2017

University of California, Merced
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