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Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow:;.
He who would search for pearls must dive below.
John Dryden

we g, s il
m—-mnmmm;qr;mmﬂum 251 10304 3 Sy
L O NP AR ol St

L .
tedr w3t Bn b Syady
il ol iy
Common Mistakes gt .
il ol Tt gl dyeg 3y Pt g, s
F,"ﬂ"m,' - b e A ot Ay aasils]
3} Loyt g gl B a2 erdye
I“'U".'jd.l"‘mx.!‘a.‘ JY- R A T C""’!
1Tl gl nglp Qg U 5 AL e BB e} Lady
ahadi 00 1500 FE TP AN LT TRy ok
TYL PN . i vy il may
Laia awly TITT ol gualintalis o ok

= ] aged il - O lass - )
b= TTY - .

L halblor~ ubpita b A0S 0o SS W s

PAAPOTAT-T CAD



Pearson Education Limited

Edinburgh Gate, Harlow

Essex CM20 2JE, England

and Associated Companies throughout the world
www.lorgman-elt.com

This edition © Pearson Education Limited 2002

The right of Timothy Fitikides to be identified as author of
this work has been asserted on his behalf in accordance
with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retriéval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, ‘or otherwise without the
express permission of the Copyright holders.

First published 1936
Second edition 1937
Third edition 1939
Fourth edition 1947
Fifth edition 1963
Sixth edition 2002

Printed in Malaysia
ISBN 0582 34458 1

Formatted by CjB Editorial Plus



Preface .

Preface to the first edition

This book has been designed to meet the requirements of
students whose mother tongue is not English, Tts.main
purpose is to help to correct the common mistakes to which
foreign learners of English are liable.

The method adopted throughout this work is uniferm. All
the errors dealt with are singled out, for they have to be
recognised before they can be correcteds then correct forms
are substituted for incorrect ones; finally,” simple
explanations are given wherever! negessary fo justify
particular usages. Exercises are set at the end to cnsure that
the principles may become fiemly fixed in the students’
minds.

It is not claimed that this. manual is exhaustive.
Nevertheless, the difficulties tackied are real, and the
examples are representative. of the mistakes commonly
made by forcign students of English. being the result of
observations made aver a long period of time,

Much care has been given to the preparation of the Index,
which it i hoped will makerthe book a useful work of
reference.

My acknowledgements are due to MrW. H. G. Popplestone,
who has read ‘my manuscript and made many valuable
suggestions.

T. L F
August 1936
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Preface to the Sixth Edition

It is now more than 60 years since this book was first
published. It has gone through many revisions, and additions
have been made at different times in its History. With the
millenniumn approaching it was decided that there were some
points of usage which are no longer relevant and so this new
edition has been prepared. The content hag been completely
reviewed in the light of modemn English usage, and the type-
faces and design up-dated for clarity.

And yet the original concept andyindeed, most of the
original mistakes listed, are still pertinent to students of
English even in the year 2000. This little book has sold
several hundred thousand copies all over the world and
seems likely to go on doing so.

The author’s note on how the book should be used is on
page vii, with an addition for this edition.
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How this book should be used

This book is intended for two uses. It may be used as a
reference book and as an ordinary text book.

As a book of reference it should be consulted with every
composition. The teacher may refer the student to the
appropriate section dealing with his mistake by a numbcerin
the margin of his exercise book. For example, a misuse of a
preposition of time (af. on or in) is indicated by 383 in the
margin to enable the student 10 look up his mistake and
correct it. This method has been tested aud found maore
effective than the common practice of writing the correct
form for the student. It is axiomatic that the greater the
student’s individual effort, the more thorough will be his
learning.

With regard (o its second use. as an actuallext book, we
strongly recommend that the teacher should start off with
the exercises on pages 137 to 187, These are arranged under
the headings of the various parts of speech: nouns,
adjectives, pronouns, ete, However before an exercise is
attempied, the teachershould make certain that the students
have comprehended the particular usage involved. An
occasional reference to some specific section may be made
whenever  this is deemed necessary. bul under no
circumstances is it adwvisable to go through the various
sections of the boekeconsecutively. or to commit to memory
rules concerning usage.

Despite the faet:that this book has been designed for two
separate uscs, the writer is of the opinion that the best
results will beachieved if it is used by the student both as a
text book andias a book of reference.

TJF
January 1961

While the above is still true, there is also a sell-study use
forthis little book. With morc varied teaching materials

available now, it can also be used as a self-study bnok by
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How this book should be used

students of English as a foreign language who are preparing
work either as part of their studies or for their occupations.
With a view to this, it is suggested that, when a question of
correct usage arises, the student should look first for the core
word in the index and so find the section detailing the usage.
For example, is it by foot or on foot? Look up foot in the
index and you will be directed to Section 13 which will
explain that on foot is correct.

Students and teachers will decide for themselves what is
the best way to use this book. What is constant-is the quality
of content and how helpful it is to all these who use English
as a foreign language.
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