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Foreword

This publication bas been conducted in relationship with the German-lranian research
project “Young Cities — Developing energy-efficient urban fabric in Tehran-Karaj Region™.
The Young Cities project is funded for the German side by the German Federal Ministry of
Education and Research (BMBF). On the German side, the project is conducted by several
chairs of Technische Universitit Berlin together with a number of German rescarch
institutions and other partners. From the Iranian side the Road, Mousing & Urban
Development Research Center of Iran (former Building and Housifig Résearch Center,
BHRC) and the New Towns Development Corporation (NTDC) as@he main project
partners are both affiliated to the Iranian Ministry of Roads & Urbann Development
(MRUD) (former Ministry of Housing and Urban Developfaent, MHRD}.

The Young Cities project belongs to a worldwide German, resedich program of nine
research projects that is dedicated to the question of energ@@fficieliEy. The other projects of
this program are located e. g. in India, China, Vietnam, [Tanania, Morocco, or Peru.

The basic idea and commitment of the researchipfograiil is/lo generate research results
useful for growing megacity regions. This researchifhias 10 be done not on but for the
growing megacity regions concerned and togeth@r wWith paftners in these regions.

In the case of the Young Cities project, this leditofn titensive and constructive cooperation
between TU Berlin and the Iranian pafinersQlead” by BHRC. The project design is
characterized by interdisciplinarity, a mltislexel approach and a focus on pilot projects and
action research. This orientation on applisation gives the Young Cities project a very
specific profile.

On this background, it is of particular ifiportance that several pilot projecis are already
realized today:

... The New Quality pilot psGjest building has been constructed;

... The innovative detailed plan (Tarh-e Tafsili) for an area of 35 ha in the New Town of
Hashtgerd has been finished;

... Courses in the fiéld ofjvocational training have taken place in the context of the New
Quality pilot project)

Moreover, sevelilpyobkshops and conferences with participants from both sides have taken
place. Results andyfindings have been and will be published in this series as well as in the
German “Young @ilies Research Paper Series”. We hope that the Young Cities project, and
publications related to it, will contribute to the worldwide discussion of designing and
creating habitat structures that are facing the challenges of climate change and lead to more
sustainable planning solutions.

We would like to thank our Iranian partners for this stimulating cooperation and we are sure
that this fruitful cooperation between Iranian and German research institutions will continue
and forin the basis of the next steps of research cooperation.

Prof. Dr. Rudolf Schiifer, TU Berlin
German Project Director
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