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Preface

Comprchension: “Intentional thinking during which meaning is constructed
through interactions between text and reader.”

The aim of Stepping Stones is to help the advanced learners of English to achieve
mastery of efficient and critical reading comprehension by developing and
strengthening the various skills necessary for successful reading comprehension. |
Authentic, scientific texts of widespread interest have been carefully selected
to build up students’ confidence to draw conclusions, evaluate, and critically
interpret articles or chapters for overall comprehension in college reading. The
informative and thought-provoking articles chosen are rather lengthy to get
students accustomed to reading longer passages. This does not Qece%y mean '}
)

a much more difficult task on students’ part because the difficu reading |
exercise does not depend on the length of a text but on the activityNgquired of |
students. In fact, it is a practice to prevent comprehenst c agd to prepare ‘

students for effective tackling of longer academic gides, a lengthy
article provides students with ample opportunity to analyze the structure
and organization of the whole text and approadiit 48 @/unified and cohesive
unit of meaning rather than viewing it as independent units. This |
can encourage students to have a tendenc effthe meaning of sentences or |
paragraphs from what comes beforeagdfafter®father than being dependent on |
understanding every single sentence in t when not necessary. |

. Each unit contains an academic article
lated to the topic of the unit as well as pre-
¢ True-false questions, Analysis of ldeas and
of Words and Phrases, Comprehension Questions,
est, Cloze Test, Rearrangement Test, Collocation,
usSon and Composition. TOEFL, SAT, and GRE reading
comprehension testare also included. Finally, the answer key makes this book
ideal for self-study learner.

There are 10 units in Stepping
preceded by a picture or pi
reading questions. The
Relationships, Inte

Stepping Stones: Exercises

True-false questions, measuring students’ ability to differentiate between forced-
choice statements, have been developed to improve their recognition of correct
or incorrect information by helping them be aware of their understanding as well
as their simple logic and identify specific errors in understanding. The true-false
questions, designed to test significant material, are demanding and substantial
to avoid encouraging reliance on rote memorization of trivial facts or general
knowledge, to increase the cognitive demands upon the\students, and to more
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effectively diflerentiate between high and low ability students.

Analysis of Ideas and Relationships 1s targeted at helping students develop skills
in active, critical reading by improving a number of abilitics. It enhances the
reading ability to distinguish between main ideas or key concepts, serving as
the larger conceprual framework of the article, and supporting ideas, major and
minoer. Grasping main ideas leads to better understanding of the purpose of the
details, which further strengthens the understanding of those main ideas. Locating
main ideas and supporting details can increase students” comprehension since it
helps them understand the points which the writer is attempting o cxpress. It
also helps students acquire the ability to recognize implicit facts, which arc more
difficult to spot than explicit ones, through clues in the text, Textuallv implicit
comprehension questions of this part require students to igfergfiformation. to
interpret facts, and to draw conclusions about the major poigs S the article
by putting together different text parts to induce informatim ted and by
thinking about what connections and associations ¢! ¢ feom dilterent or
related pieces of data throughout the text.

[nterpretation of Words and Phrases is desigi@d (o nd students” vocabulary,

icult words and phrases, to
elp students grasp the nuances
re comprehensive understanding
ntioning that it is not always necessary

to clarily the precise meaning of import;

provide the other meanings of wordsg 4

of words in order (o facilitate de
of the article. Of course, i1 is worth
to understand the meaning of Rery gingle word to get the overall impression
of a text, but some unfagilify s may appear vital for the full and detailed
understanding of « text.

15, developed to help students with a thoreugh, literal
text and with reorganizing information in the text, are very

Comprehension
understanding
helplul in 4 stitlents to become interactive readers.

Synonyms exercises have been designed to expand students’ vocabulary through
a study of word similarities in the context of the reading topic.

Completion Test develops the reading comprehension skills of  students
by requiring them to complete the blank spaces in a reading text through
concentrating on linguistic clues supplied in the text. Students’ comprehension
of the whole text determines the degree of success in completing the blanks. In
this part, any appropriate filler satisfying the semantic and syntactic constraints
is acceplable.
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Cloze Test, an extensive variation of completion test, develops students’ ability
to understand context and vocabulary in order to identify the correct words or
type of words that belong in the deleted passages. It focuses on receptive andi
productive skills and requires students to perform some specific skills which,
strengthen their abilities underlying the skills. In fact, supplying the missing
words is a practice of using linguistic knowledge and textual knowledge. These
tests enhance an awareness of semantic cues and cohesion in a text, involving the
interdependence of phrases, sentences, and paragraphs within the text.

Rearrangement Test helps students identify the central theme, around which the
passage is framed, and trace the logical sequence, describing the central theme.

Collocation part has been included to cxpand students’ collocational nowledge
so that they can learn and use natural language and express% elves in

alternative and richer ways. Collocational knowledge can also te and
enhance reading comprehension to some degree. ¢

Topics for Discussion and Composition, giving pra€liclin productive skill,
provide students with the opportunity to formulafgnd ulate ideas and to use
some of the newly learned vocabulary as we@ lon
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