GENERAL
ENGLISH Q\
INGS

Written by:

MOHAMMAE @lFI,M.A.

*
A Book which is ;
¥ Diverse in con
v Presentabl
v Unique in er of presentation

Vv Affluent in Synonyms and Antonyms
v Coverable at tertiary level of education

v Appropriate for General English Promotion



(- -iTYyY Mw&!- IR P P

Sharifi, Mohammad
General English readings/written by:Mohammad Sharifi. : ,5fasas pb g oles
LYW IFR el phd olakde
PV el Clakiv
978-600-6082-44-8 : Sols
PN Cadteol
L
AU = a3l 5 Esdys
blisal-— yuilys Epden
PE WYaf of 28 yra.: P Sy a3,y
FYAITE : X‘ 4 03,
L YROYYTA: Lo oS o et

ssh A s B ;{d:‘;{é_ﬂ-‘ PUl b oty 1L
SATY YTAYRAY S AT EFDOVD ;S A TIAYONTT s
Email. boloer. publications@gmail. com



In the name of God

Table of Contents
Topic Page
Preface 4
UNIT 1{WHO INVENTED THE ZERO?) =nsB
UNIT 2(THE EYE AND THE CAMERA) --Q- --------- 13
UNIT 3(ROUND-THE-CLOCK WORKER) --------------- w19
UNIT 4 (CLIMATE & INTELLIGENCE) ------——-—- @ 26
UNIT 5 (MIGRATORY FLIGHTS) @ 1
UNIT & (EL NINO) 40
48
56
) 63
71
81
91
IRREGULAR VERBS 101
BIBLIOGRAPHY 104




Preface
The hook GENERAL ENGLISH READINGS encompasses 12 units each of which entails
seven sections as follows:

1.Reading-In this section a reading material is presented which should be propounded
and expounded in the classroom.Before attending the class,dear stugen re advised to
have pre-reading activities in relaticrnship with the reading materials ih\ ok.

2. Comprehension Check-In this section,5-10 multiple-choice qus
reading material are mocted.The aim is to check learnersra

ions coNterning the
2 'n?comprehencion.

€ the text and find
found is not fixed
ing on the text which is

3.Synonym Exploration-In this section,learners are aske
synonyms for the words specified. The number of s
throughout the twelve units;it varies from unit to gnit
being covered.

4.Antonym Exploration-In this section,| s are tequired to explore the text and find
antonyms for some lexical items specified. number of antonyms to be located is
variable from one unit to angther. *

5.5entence Completion-In thi s@me incomplete sentences are presented .The

tearners are asked to complet sing certain words in a box.The words to be
chosen are familiar b ave been encountered in the text.The aim is to check
the ability to apply fargi abulary items in unfamiliar contexts.

using appropriate s chosen from a table. The table consists of four columns of
nouns,verbs,adjectives and adverbs.In some units,the words whose appropriate forms to
be used in the blanks,are presented in parentheses.However the nature of the exercise
makes no difference-the learner,with the help of his/her grammatical knowledge should
decide what form of the word to utilize in the blank space provided.

7.Now Test Yourself-In this section,learners are provided with some multiple-choice
questions varying from 10 to 20 in number.The aim is to check how well the student has
learned the lexical items encountered and/or practiced in sections 1-6.In a nutshell,this
section acts as a self-assessment.



The book is unigue in some respects.First,unlike most general English related books,it
avoids providing definitions in the name of synonyms.Instead,it presents single words as
synonyms of some lexical items.The advantage of this method is the simplicity of
memorizing the related synonyms .In this way,the learner is encouraged to increase and
reinforce hisfher vocabulary knowledge.Second,it presents and/or teaches a considerable
number of antonyms to the learners. This is a task which is scarcely approached in similar
books available in the market, Third,it challenges the lexical knowled@ of Jfespectable
English instructors and motivate them to revise, revive and promote théj bulary
awareness.Fourth,it is also presentable to the students of English as a %ﬂ anguage
because it is affluent in view of vocabulary exercises.Sixth, it act.Most similar
books are in possession of several lengthy texts which are not's e during a
semester. GENERAL ENGLISH READINGS, however,ca olpcovered in a period
of 3 months.The last uniqueness of the book may beléla the existence of a self-
assessment under the rubric of NOW TEST YOUR e end of each
unit.Although there exist certain general English a provide the learners with the

opportunity to appraise themselves ,the qumber ofgugh books is scarce in the market.

Mohammad Sharifi,M.A. *



SECTION ONE : READING

WHO INVENTED THE ZERO?

The invention of zero has had a tremendous impact on the history of mankind
because it made the development of higher mathematics possible Although it is not
known with certainty who invented itthere is no controversy about the claim that it was
invented in Indio around 2%-3 century AD.

Right from the beginning of civilization man has ied many diffé ethods to write
the numbers.For this purpose,Greeks used letters of their alphabet yptions
applied appropriate pictures.Romans used a complic .They used X ,C.and

M to represent 10,100,and 1000 respectively.Also,theyeus «and D for
1.5,50,and 500 respectively.For example,they use ss 4.If they wanted to
write 1648 ,they wrote MDCXLVIlLThis was inde cBmplicated system.

Long before the birth of Jesus Christthe
better number system but without ze
brought to Europe by the Arab tragers in

1 hdia,however, had invented « far

t ime.Later zero was invented.lt was
0 AD. Itis called the Hindu-Arabic system.

In this system,all numbers are ithin the nine digits 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,

9 and the zero{sunya).He igure has a value according to the place in which it

is written.The Romans di

SECTION

ve a zero in their system.

PREHENSION CHECK

Now that you have he text and figured its meaning out,check the correct answers.

1.The best title for the text is

a.the civilization of mankind
b.the complication of figures
c.the presentation of systems

d.the creation of zero
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