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Preface §
The Study of language dates back to the time an beings
began to think about themselves and natur
the language and its abstract nature, differgnt s of thought are
developed to explain language and 't%{estations. This book

briefly looks at prominent works in ar up to now.

mplexities of

Chapter one deals with the garly Stydy of what we call grammar.
f &udy, because it reflects the way
ies of the mind. Early study of the

In ancient age language was

of thinking and logical
knowledge by Greek s
of human beings w
This kind of
could be seen in

was around the nature and the language
e most complicated creatures of the world.
day is called traditional grammar and its trace
t Indo-European languages.

Chapter two views grammar from an aspect which is totally
different from the traditional grammar. Changes during the
Renaissance including looking at the world and human beings from a
new angle and modernization led to new horizons in the knowledge.
Structuralism after Renaissance penetrated in science, architecture and
also affected the study of grammar. In this field structuralism
manifested itself in different colors. In Europe and America,
structuralism on the basis of demands and historical background
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contributed differently to the study of language differently. In
phonology, morphology, and syntax structural view formed the trunk
of the study.

Generative grammar, discussed in chapter three, is the result of
structural view to language or in other words its origin is in
structuralism. Chomsky, founder of this school, believed that the
language faculty is species specific and consists of two levels. After
applying phrase structure rules to lexicon and forming deep structure,
transformational rules produce surface structure.

Chapter four briefly points to the latest deer:Qnts in the
generative school called Universal Grammar (UG). \ t of UG is
that all human beings genetically and men{allyshave §ote principles

and parameters, regarding the structure o
language disobeys them. It is claimed tl%
solve Plato's problem. &
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