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Introduction

What is Oxford Word Skills?

Oxford Word Skifls is a series of three books for studenis to learn, practise and revise
new vocabulary

Al and A2)
vels B1 and B2)

There are over 2,000 new words or phrases in each level, and all of the material ¢n
be used in the classroom or lfor self-study.

How are the books organized?

Each book contains 80 units of vocabulary presentation and praclice. Units@are
between one and three pages long, depending on the topic. New vocabulary is
presented in manageable quantities for learners. with practice gfthsises lgHowing
immediately, usually on the same page. The units are groupedlogefnchthematically
in modules of five to ten units. At the end of each modul there ake further practice
exercises in the review units, so that learners can revise dndjtest tigfselves on the

vocabulary learned.

At the back of each book you will find:
e vocabulary building tables
o an answer key for all the exercises
o a list of all the vocabulary taught with a phofemic pronunciation guide and a
unit reference to where the item dppears o N
There is a CD-ROM at each level withoral(pronuriciation models for all the vocabulary
taught, and further practice exercisesyineluding listening activities.

What vocabulary gsingluded?

At Basic level, the vocabmlary includes: _
» a wide range of common t8plcs, e.g. clothes, free time, at the airport
o words and phrdies needed in soctal interaction, e.g. inviting people. using
the phone
o areas of lexicallgraimmar, e.g. prepositions of place, ph:asal verbs

There is a particular emphasis on high-frequency vocabulary in everyday spoken
English. This is continued at Intermediate level with the addition of more vocabulary
from different styles of written English. At Advanced level, learners encounter more
figurative meanings of vocabulary items as well as more idiomatic language.

The series includes almost all of the words in the Oxford 3000™ which lists the 3.000 words
teachers and students should prioritize in their teaching and learning. The list is based on
frequency and usefulness to learners. and was developed by Oxford University Press using
corpus evidence and information supplied by a panel of over 70 experts in the fields of
teaching and language study. In addition, we have included a wide range of high frequency
phrases, e.g. a the moment, never mind, as well as items which are extremely usefulin a
particular context. e.g. main coterse in a restaurant. or hand luggage at an airport.
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We have taken great care to ensure that fearners will be able to understand the
meaning of all the new words and phrases by supplying a clear illustration, a simple
glossary definition, or an example of each word or phrase. Learners should be aware
that many English words have more than one meaning. They should refer to an
appropriate learner’s dictionary for information on other meanings. (See How to learn
new words in the Starter unit for advice.) :

How can teachers use the material in the classroom?

New vocabulary is presented through visuals, tables or different types of
text. including dialogues. The meaning of new vocabulary is explained in an
accompanying mini-glossary unless it is illustrated in visuals or diagrams.
Particularly important items are highlighted by means of ‘spotlight’ boxes.

Here is a procedure you could follow:

¢ Students study the presentation}br 5-10-;1'1i;|;1tes I(Iongef s;‘necessary) 7

® You answer any queries the students may have about the iterns, and provide a
pronunciation model of the items for your students to repeat.

' Students do the first exercise, which they can check for themselves Usingdhe
" answer key, or you can go over the answers with the wholeass.

: ¥ 7% - .-
_® When you are satisfied, you can ask students to go onto furthér exercises, while
you monitor them as they work individually or in pairs, 8nd assist )
where necessary.

* When they have completed the written exercises, Atudéntscan often test
themselves on the new vocabulary using the cover cafd enclosed with the book.
The material has been designed so that studefits cangawér the new items while ;
they look at the visuals and test themselvel, They.can do the same with some of
the tables and glossaries: cover the new vocalililary and look at the meaning,
or vice-versa, This is a simple, quick and easy waylfor learners to test themselves
over and over again, so there is no pregsure opyou to keep searching for
different exercises.

‘e Aftera period of time has elapsed, perhaps a couple of daysora week, you' can
use the review exercises for fditheRegnsolidation and testing.

:® You witl often notice the kieadings ‘About you' or ‘About your country’. These
indicate personatized exercisesWliich give learners an opportunity to use the
new vocabulary withjsithg cointext of their own lives. Students can write answers .
to these, but they make ideal'pair work activities for learners to practise their
spoken English wiiila usihg the new vocabulary. if you use these as speaking
activities, students ouldithen write their answers (or their partner’s answers) as
! follow-up. In thélapswer key, possible answers for these activities are provided

" by proficient non-native speakers from different parts of the world. ‘

How can students use the material on their own?

The material has been designed so that it can be used effectively both in the classroom
or by learners working clone. If working alone, learners should look at the Starter unit
first. For self-study, we recommend that learners use the book alongside the CI-ROM.
as it gives them a pronunciation model for every item of vocabulary, as well as further
practice exercises. They can check their own answers and use the cover card to test
themselves. One advantage of self-study learning is that students can select the topics
that interest them, or the topics where they most need to expand their knowledge.
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Starter

A How to use a unit

Study the new words. They
are usually in bold type.

You can listen to the words on the CD-ROM and
practise the pronunciation. Or you can look at the
wordlist (page 235) to find out how to say the words,

27 | can order in a café s¥ oo unit 26 first

[ 1 twhite) coltre

1 black caffee

| roppuccing !
4 expresso

5 tro{with mith)

b ot chocolaie

T orange fuice

N tagoeite

4 susdwich {whixe tread)
10 snndwich {brown beeod)

£ &
vv zmz

takn owary cat inanother place (oot i e £k
two codtees Two cugn of colce {atso tam B cte |
acoupls of nrirtutes Lwo arthree miouies
hava & s drdown

vd like & twn sandwich im brostn bread.
pease. atd 1w chicken baguettes.

W Is lhal tocut bere of take pway?

€ lues bore

WK Anyihing efse®

€ Yes. two coflees. piexee, wnd o COppuccing.
W UK. The ined will be o couple of mimstes.
Ilave o scnl.

-

Wow, it} 3 ST Ul
Vet g Sag i gry ton Ee

0 Find the end of each word.
1 You zan have Ajabaguetiesangwechiomiechandwich
2 You £an have A

tcoltee.

€} complete the phrases.

» aham Wbk 4 black 8 blackor coftee?
1 brown S eat heme or 9 & seat, [rase.
2 atwaned 6a aifimes

3 bt 7 brown or bread?

H1 toasted sandwich

12 vall

Awpllcr iWHatalhing ina cusiomer Wl inn k. KElGaulbs &

W Ve pletc? it i = 1 auwold ke p way gy | wari o

Teu. please T assd re. plese. ﬁ}/

Sometimes a glossary
explains the new words.

/
/

A 'spotlight’ tells you
about important words,

Do the exercises. Check
your answers in the

5 Add one word in eath live of the ofvulisation.
S, flaenr?

W Pease! [ 3
€ Vike iwn cotlees pipase

W Ta drnk heve o5 dwayT

C Toanak here And s pasied fiain
W OK Wwill be d couplienutes.

Hawe 5841, Dleate

o e -

t yourself. Coviiithe wortds and name the things in the pictures.

FOUD AND DRINK TE

answer key (page 203).

Unit 27 i

Write the words in the cofrect order in the dizlogue betwes
a tustomer (D). i
» W please fyers? en, planwe” i
1 € sorchwachs ham ! please f toasted ke s 2 o1d
T W that/eat frhere f 10/ ey ikt f ot T
3 € away/ please f and § Daputite [ 4 i cheese F Lake
& W ekse ! fne fanythrg ?
5 € coliee 7bibck /yes / lwio 2 f wath [ lermon J nd ¢ i

I

l‘ ST VY DY AR IOR 1) :

==y

s g

it it st 44 e
Yot bmrm.

S g shee?

o v e i, a0 4 sapomeriva

0, e e il o . S+ .

Use the covercard to (& ¥ bosimtaimamieltivenms— - MY, ) i
test voursell. iLi_':; I R 5—;‘

There's more practice in the review

10 STARTER

units and on the CD-ROM.



