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Foreword

General English in Use is a course-book intended to provide
undergraduate students with sufficient practice of the basic English they need
for their later academic studies. The textbook will lead the learners at the
elementary level to the intermediate level of proficiency in English. As there is
a widespread agreement among educators that a university student needs to
improve his/her vocabulary and reading ability, the book meets this need by
covering various strategies and techniques for better rending and
comprehension. The complex structure of texts at ESP (English “or Specific
Purposes) to which the students will be exposed later in their re. ding urged us
to provide a variety of activities as well as authentic and up-to-date |.>ssages.

Each lesson in this book starts with a passage! ThC po-sag>s have been
selected from modern English writings on a variety of u. »ful t« pics to motivale
the students of different fields of study and help thin. *o g, sp reading English
texts and basic vocabulary as well as the writirg skiid. . ~order to enrich their
knowledge of vocabulary the book focuses on‘u.> wo. 3 lormation process rather
than memorizing a long list of words in is7ia »n. ‘opendix one prepares some
common roots, suffixes and prefixes for th »r. Sthdents are supposed to read the
texts and check the vocabulary i.-ms using " dictionary before attending the
class; focus should be on using the pi. 1 coulphabet.

Study skills such as skimuing, s. nning, getting the meaning from the
context, use of prefixes and sufi xes {. a meaningful context and analyzing the
text structure add to the wealh o< tassroom activities,

The basic assumptin Z=ind composing the exercises has been that the
subconscious proces. of Karning a language is active when the learner’s mind is
consciously occvyied vitn challenging tasks which call for the use of language.
So the exercises arc ~ zsigned to make the students frequently refer to the
passage and & comun the context.

A comy'=n entary gramumnar.section succeeds the reading and vocabulary to
help students comprehend the structure of phrases, clauses and the units of
meaning as well as compound and complex sentences. This will make them
elicit the meaning from longer and occasionally confusing structures that they
may face in studying ESP. Each unit closes with some ideas for a classroom
discussion which can also be used as an idea for writing a simple paragraph as
an extra activity. Such writings may develop into an essay. Eight pictorial
stories are included in Appendix Two. They consist of three parts, namely key
words, sentence patterns and questions in order to initiate discussion and guide
the students to wrile a relevant story.



