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Vocabul=zry Lesrming Tips

Learning new vocabulary is an important past of lsaming to be a good reader. Remember that the letter C in
ACTWE Skills for Reading reminds us to cuttivate vocabulary.

1 Decide if the word is worth learning now

As you read you will find many words you do not know. You will slow your reading fluancy if you stop at every
new word. For example, you should stop to find out the meaning of a new word if:
a. you read the same word many times.
b. the word appears in the heading of a passage, or in the topic sentence of a paregraph—the sentence that
gives the main idea of the paragraph.

2 Record information about new words you decide to learn

Keep a vocabulary notebook in which you write words you want 1o remember. Complatathe’following

information for words that you think are important to learn: *
@  Newword o collect e
 Tranmslation MR . e
- Part of speech .. _verb o
e Sentence where found ___Jamie Qliver collec ro%hian 270,0 000 5|gnatures from people.
e E‘,l"_‘"“ sem:ence Y ETOM e e
R - - Va o T ——c

anfto learn, the word is part of a word family. As you learn
of speech {nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, etc.).

4 Learn words that go with the key word you are learning

When wa learn new words, it ls important to leam what other words are frequently used with them. These are
called collocations. Here is an axample from a student's notebook.

tong
“take two-week ' next week B T
~ goon a short vacation in [taty T T
-~ need gummer withmy family T
~  have 1 school " by myselt Tttt
NN i~ N




5 Create a word vvel

A word web is a picture that helps you connect words tegether and helps you increase your vocabulary. Here is

a word weh for the word “frightened™:
word family

a frightened child

collocations

frightful {adj) frightening (adj)
fright (n)

frighten (v)

easily frightened

terribly frightened

unafrald
scared

afraid

calm

unstressed peteified terrified
6 Memorize commaon prefixes, roofs, and suffixes \
Many English words can be divided into different parts. We call these pa , and suffixes. A prefix
comes at the beginning of a word, a suffix comes at the end of a word, t s the main part of the word.
In your vocabutary notebook, make 2 list of prefixes and suffixes as y ss them. On pages 238-239

there is a list of prefixes and suffixes in this book. For example, Ixy “unhappily.”

prefix: un- {meaning “not”) {meaning “an adverb”)
T unhapypil

Flagh cards are easy to make, and you can carry them everywhers with you. You can use them to study while
you ara waiting for the bus, walking to school or work, or eating a meal. You can use the flash cards with your

friends to quiz each other. Hara is an example of a flash card: .
translation

example sentence

cut

He is cutting an apple.

F.ront ) . - Back



ps (or [Flluemnt Rezding

Find time to read every day.

Find the best time of day for you to read. Try to read when you are not tired. By reading
every day, even for a short period, you will become a more fluent reader,

Look for a good place to read.

it is easier to read and study # you are comfortable. Make sure that there is good lighting
in your reading area and that you are sitting in a comfortable chair. To make it easier to
concentrate, try to read in a place where you won't be interrupted.

Use clues in the text to make predictions. ¢

Fluent readers make predictions before and as they read. Use thejit! btitie, pictures,
and captions to ask yoursel! questions about what you are going to . Find answers to
the questions when you read. After reading, think abgut ou fiave learned and decide
what you need to read next to continua learning.

Establish goals before you read.

Before you read a text, think about the purp
want to get a general idea of the passag r
Thinking about what you want to get fr

skills you need to use.

eading. For example, do you just
eed to find specific information?
g will help you decide what reading

MNotice how your eyes an e moving.

and nolheir heads, when they read. Moving your head back
ke y®u tired. Practice avoiding head movements by placing
ting your head in your hands. Do you feel movement as

r head still as you read. Also, try not to mave your eyes back

Good readers use their ey
and forth when reading s
your elbows on the table’
you read? if you d

over a text. Yo reread part of a text only when you have a specific purpose for
rereading. 0 make a connection between what you read previously and what
you are rea

Tryno

Transla lows down your reading. Instead of translating new words into your first

language, first try to guess the meaning. Use the context {the other words around the new
word) and word parts (prefixes, suftixes. and word roots) to help you guess the meaning.




Read in phrases rather than word by word.
Don't point at each word while you read. Practice reading in phrasas—groups of words that
go together.

Engage your imagination.

Good readers visualize what they are reading. They create a movie in their head of the story
they are reading. As you read, try sharing with a partner the kinds of pictures that you create
in your mind.

Avoid subvocalization. PS

Subvocalization means quietly saying the words as you read. Yol whispering the
words or just silently saying them in your mind. Your eyes and braj read much faster

than you can speak. If you subvecalize, you can on eaft 3 st &S you can say the words.
As you read, place your finger on your lips or your thro feel movemant? if 50, you

are subvocalizing. Practice reading without moving r
Don’t worry about understanding ry @ i

Sometimes, as readers, we think we mu d the meaning of everything that we
read. it isn't always necessary to unda: (3} word in a passage in order to understand
Nfiste
and col

the meaning of the passage le of interrupting your reading to find the
meaning of a new word, circle t me back to it after you have finished reading.

Enjoy your reading.
Your enjoyment of readi
English, but as you
in English, the easi

evﬁ)p over time. Perhaps today you do not like to read in
u should see a change in your attitude. The more you read

ders read a lot. They read many different kinds of material: newspapers,
ooks, websites, and graded readers. To practice this, keep a reading
journal. day, make a list of the kinds of things you read during the day and how long
you read each for. If you want to become a more fluent reader, read moral




Are Youw sm ACTIVE Resadlers?

Before you use this book to develop your reading skills, think about your reading habits, and your
strengths and weaknesses when reading in English. Check the statements that are true for you.

Start of course End of course

1 1read something in English every day. ] []
2 |try to read where 'm comfortabie
and won't be interrupted. D D
4
3 1 make predictions about what I'm going [_—_I
to read before | start reading.

4 | think about my purpose of reading
before | start reading.

5 | keep my head still, and move only my
eyes, when | read.

6 | try not to transiate words fro
English to my first language.

7 I read in phrases rather th

word by word. L 4
8 |try to picture in

I'm reading.
9 |read sitenfy, t moving my lips.

10 It nd the meaning of the
passag d try not 1o worry about
understanding the meaning of every word.

11 1 usually enjoy reading in English.

12 Ity to read as much as | can, especially
outside class.

U oOodo da
N I I I

Follow the tips on pages 8-9. These will help you become a more active reader. At the end of
the course, answer this quiz again to see if you have become a more fluent, active reader.



