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1. United Nations International Drug Control Programme = UNDCP
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2. 36. DRUGS AND WORK Considerable concern has arisen in
recent yeurs about the potentinl effects of illicit drug use on behaviour
in the workplace and its implications in terms of safety, ptl"uductiveity
and costs. Although an individual masy never take drugs during working
hours, the acute or chrenic effects of psychoactive drugs are such the
they can impir working efficiency, resolting in absenteeism, accidents or
heulth cure costs, all of which have repercussions for employers and

colleagues as well as for the consumer...
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1. Given that illicit drug use occurs more frequently in young people
than in other age groups, it is generally assumed that the 1%-34 year -
old group will have the highest prevalence within the working
population. Unfortunately, high und steadily climbing rates of
unemployment affect the same age range us those persons most likely
to use drugs and bave drug problems. Iligh youth unemployment may
aggravate the problems of the drug user. According to the 1LQ, some
30% of the world’s Inhour force are not productively employed...
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1. In both developed and developing countries there are signs of an
ussocistion between unemployment and drug abuse, although ns atways,
cantion must to used in interpreting such a link In Bangladesh, the
unemployed were the single targest cotegory of dependent drug users
coming forwurd for treatment. Surveys comparing illicit drug use
among the employed with the unemployed in the USA, showed thut o
higher percentape of unemployed - 13.9% - were current drug users,
compared to 6.7% of employed adults; of all current illicit drug users
uged 18 and over, 74% were employed, compated to 3% of the general
population.

Rather than under - or unemployment, in some conntries it is the type
of employment which exposes certain sectors of the workiny population

to drugs, or to a perceived need for them - truck drivers.



gt (Sl @.

3 e O o, Kl 5 ol s 4 skt Oleys (51 s duSHaar! o
98 013 Kol 3l5m O ey (50,3 Shislls Gla sy
LB s oS eals 0L IS T (goamie glacdi 1o U1 5 oMt
oy GodiSd ey s 0L 53 DL 5 (Aol V/8) Sy

Spde sy Bl OYLE S o (2 b stes abs Sy,
Ao ddls 2iy 3 e YA &S00 Kl ) 3hpe oos a3 S80S ae

By 4o ,3 8F ol Cna 3 Sl did ol 0y 8 53 0oy

g oy S a3 108,180 dain b (18G5 4oy ) i S0
wslzel o pae 53 ) B4 Jold conar A Ao Sl i 3 JUand]
s o 13 Ol Kty ) ol pe B pemas e 4 S b O Koty 0l e

‘41l s UNDCP 2%

Syl 2i Oyl Ousl; 08y leiba b Ot s
O pan ezl Ny b (8l s 05,5 b 53 00l o 4l
Dby i (G sl, o DS 43 o8 LS Ly 55 o

535 0 kb b 8l 5 LT OLT de s YO Wilas S 15
) Odace SLELS Ul iy san S p s Jolte 5
sy 3 pean S (LIS 0) U135 50n8 5 Ol Soals y (Glastms
3 8883, 8 e ULSHLS ol e Comanr 1ty 01 Ky

1. In"lran® Thailand, Myanmar and Pakistan often take

amphetamines to keep swake on long journeys; of those attending

treutment in the Pakistani city of Rwalpindi, 25% were trausport

workers or drivers. ... %
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1.-The opportunity cost of an employee arriving at work in an
intoxicated stute would be the percentage of avernge daily production
lost as a result of the condition. if the employee’s drug use led to

inattention and to an aceident at work...
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1. On_of the most importunt sociul and economic consequences of drug
shuse is crime. Criminality can be termed o market characteristic of
drug abuse because it is present in ull murket transactions and is

directly linked both to the illegality of the drugs. ..
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