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In all societies, a section of the tatiin is 1al as “old”. What is different from

place to place is the age at which p nsidered old and the way old people

ialized socPties, old age begins at 65 or 7{; in contrast,
an at @. In many poor countries, where people’s life

people living longer, but also to a shiarp deching from the 1970s onwards in the number
of babies being born. Women f8ad to live longer than men, so that in 1985, for every
100 women over the age of 70 there were only 63 men. It is also true that the better-off
members of the society can expect to live longer than the poorer, since they are generally
better fed and have superior medical care.
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