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Guide to the dictionary

Finding words and phrases

The 2000 keywords
(= the most important
words to learn) are.
clearly marked and
there is alist of them
at the back of the
dictionary.

@ﬁj‘_&!}ﬂzﬂ adjective (easier, easiest)
1 notdifficult o do or understand: The
hemework was very egsy. o English isn't on
easy kanguage to leorn.
2 withoul probtems or pain: He hos had an
egsy life. © orrosite difficult, hard

take it easy, take things easy 1o relax
and nat worTy ot wark too much; After my
exams I'm going to toke it easy for a few days.

Waords with the
same spelling,
but different parts
of speech, have

smolte” 0w /smauks noun (no phiraf)
the grey, while or black gas that you see in
the air when semething is burning: The room
was full of smoke. o cigorette smoke

different numbers.

Grammar

smoke 2 0w ismauk/ verb (smokes,
smoking, smaoked fsmaokt) i
to breathe in smoke through a cigarette, et
arwd let it out again; Lo use cigarettes, etc. in
this way, as a habit: He wos smoking o cigg
© Do you smoke?

wsmoker Fsmavkry noun:

idioms and phrasal
verbs (which have

a special meaning) are
shown below the
main words.

Related words are giver)

To make the plurat of
most nowns, you add -s
{for exampla girl, girls).
For all other nours, we
aive you fult information,
Some nouns have a
completsly different
plural form, oz
I a change to the
spetling.

are both heavy smokers {= they s befow the main word.
spealt 0w sspi cakg SPeaking, | the forms of a verb.
spoke fspauk/, has Spod We show the he/she
1 to say things; to tatk y form, the -ing foren,
Please speak slowly. oQan | speak to john | the past tense (and
Smith, please? 'S the pait porticiple
~rm— ————) gl irregular verbs),
1§ foun (pluraf knives marve/)!
ing with a handle that you
things or to light: o knife and fork

Sornetimes a noun has
no pluraf form and it
cannot be used with
ooran,

Ow ficlonsda/ noun (plural) Some nouns are atways
ings like trousers, shirts and coats thatyou | plural. We give you
ar Lo cover your body: She was wearing extra help with these,
new clathes, o Take off those wel clothes. :
information Dw /mfomefn/ noun' | the part of speach

{na piurel) {for example noun,
facts about people or things: Can you give me | Verb or odfective)
some information obout trains 1o Londan?

L Gramman. Nouns with o

Be corefull You cannot soy ‘an Information’.
You say some Information or a piece ot
information: She gave me on Interesting
plece of information.

plurat form often have
notes giving extra
information about
grammar,




SRR il '

busy Ow /by odfective, (busier, busiest) ' Comparative and
4 'with a lot of things that yo must do; | superative 1o
working of not free: Mr fones can't see pou~ AN they 2

now - he’s busy. o

T |{Britlsh} (Americon counterclodkwlse) i
adjective, odvetb

In the opposite difection to the hands of -
2 clock: Jurt the hondle on iclockwise,

it it Sl 1T AR T

44 best man [bestmen] noun (ro ploraly.
."a man at a wedding who heips Lhe man'who

is getling married {the bridegroom)}
: L A NI A WK (RS TN T SF V.
o | clower Dw Fevalt) odjedive YU b
i o (cleverer, cleverest) “vodabulary:
meaning (of. ] 1 quick atieaming and understanding things ;
“definitfon) = 3 . 3 SAME MEANING Intelligent: o clever
et student o arrosINE stupid

T

“h

i }.‘--; "q I i
WORD sunom‘&_ es show'you related s
words and hefp build your vocabulary.

- JD SPEAKING Some words are sed only I s
formal situations and there may be a word- comes before Ein plece. | |7
that Is used mare often, especially in speech. Frase a pieceof platahelp | |

0 SPELLING and PAONUNCIATION notes hielp. ember. ' g
Y(;U mbﬁr h‘OW o ;pel!a word and tell - e — e s )
you how to pronounce difficult words.

P WHICH WORD? notes shaw you the .fﬁ'_’ght‘f_’f"" w rdxtolrl/ noun ‘

difference betwdon words ot you, 1 ph;'aouuﬂcn_mmu

conluse. - .

LT i The word daughter sounds like water, ;
P.:ﬁt::ﬁsmlgs\tdtmu@ | because we don't say thefetters ghin | |
3 o P | this ward. |
P P L Sy
cat 0w mav nou { pile® ow pav N
1 a small ani e et e e ‘ o
keep as a pet [pwmcn WORD? ¢y
[ P WoRD 8UiLOING 713 { Pieorheap? e
‘J : i Apile be . Ahsapis o
| Ayoung catis called 2 itten. Acatpurs | | { | uj:’i“;yf'“y tidy or untidy. Aheap

; when it s happy. When it makes aloud I L

: noise, it mlaows: My cat miotws whe:n oot o S —
sheshungy, ... | Englishrugu noun
L S | S cuLTune
assist frust! verb (assists, assisting, "] i Be carcfull The people of Scotland
assisted) (formal) | 1 {the Scots} and the people of Wales
to hetp yomehody: The driver dssisted her with |- i {the Welsh} are British, not English.
her suitcases. - - e o

{ DEPEAKING
! Help s the word that we usually use.




Dictionary Quiz

This quiz shows how your Oxford dictionary can help you.
Youwill find the answers to all these questions in the dictionary.

Meanings

The dictionary explains the meanings of
1 Onueh gl youbodydoyeu (1= Siieron o he et
sentences abso help you to understand words
and use them correctly. Words marked with a
1 When s Boxing Day? key 2re important wortds for you lo leam.
There is a list of the 2000 keywords at the
back of the dictionary.

Vocabulary

There are hundreds of notes that givegseful
extra vocabulary or show the @iff

between words,

The dictionary has a Iotofphotms
pictures that he!p 04 LY

3 What is a young goat called?

4 What is the opposite of wide?

5 Tbought this book in the library.
In this sentence, the word library is
wrong. What is the right word?

& What is the name of the central part of a
tree, that grows up from the ground?

7 What is the name
of this truit?

Grammar

You can check i a new word is 8 noun, a verb,
an adjective, etc. by Jocking in the dictionary.

The dictionary gives you extra help with
some nouns. For example, it gives Irregular
9 lsitcorr and difficult noun phurals and tefls you if a
word cannot be used In the plural,

The Important verb forms are listed for

10 Whatis the past tense of the vesb breek? 1 verty and there is a list of irragulas
verbrs with their past tenses and past
participles on pages 484-485,

8 lsthe wordlung a

11 What is the -ing form of the verh hit?



Speiling
... ... Youcenusethe dictionary to chetk how to
12 How do you spell the plival of party?- ;a3 word, and it also shows charigesin’
. the spelling of other-forms of the word, for.
Imnqﬂelhep!mlsdnwmandthe-mg
* forims of verbs:;

Pronunciation

The dictionary gives the pronundiation of

13 Do the word d sun have th
words san and sunhave the wards, and an page viil you will find hetp

_same sound?
-with reading the phonetic symbols. There are.
. . also notes thelp you with words that have
18 Does enough sound like the same sourd or words that are difficult .
though or tough? 10 pronounce..

‘Extra information ¢

The blue Study Pages in the middle
mefm :nfonnatiorl on topics like dates,

15 How do you say this date: 4 July, 20107

16 What Is the name of the exam that all
British pupils must take In secondary
schoof? il et

17 15 Yours faithfully the correct ending
. toaformal or an informal fetter?

18 Name three young farm animals.

19 On which part of your body 2 3
is your nostril?
20 What s the word f
cames [rorm Spain?
Answers
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Phonetic symbols

Vowels

i see fsi:f A cup fhapf

! happy theplf x  bird foadf

1 st sitf a8 abowt  jabany
a8 ten jtenf e say Iser}

®  cat keet] U go fgauf

a:  father  Jloda(r)f a b ffarvf

o got fgotf 8y now fnatf

x o osaw {83} a boy fbarf

v put fout) 13 near fnro(r)
v situation jsitfueifnf e hair fhexryf
uw  too Jhaf va  pure fpiw(rh'
Consonants

p pen fpenf s 50 'sau]

b bad fomdf z L 2
t  tea Hisf [ - shoe

d did jdd/ 3

k cat frrmetf tf

9 got fauyf & jmanf
tf chain  jifemnf fosuf
43 jam fdsemf @ sing Jamyf

f o fall 6y teg Nlags

v van femnf r red fred)

B thin {8 o oyes fies/

0 this P W wet fwet}

{) s: it is in front of the part of the word

st strongly, for example because fbr'knzf.

eaker stress. Some words have a part that s satd
ker stress as wetl as a strong stress, for example 0K

=
—

at the end of a word means that I British English you say this
nd anly when the next word begins with a vowel sound.
In American English, you always pronounce 1his r".

Some words, for example at and must, have two
pronundiations. We give the usual pronunciation first.

The second pronunciation must be used when the word is
stressed, and s also often used when the word is at the end
of a sentence. For example:

This book is for fEa{t)} Lisa,

Wha is this boak for? 1a(r)f



