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INTRODUCTION

gological taxonomy angh identifieation is always a moving

target, especially now i fran as morc and more Iranian
students are studying, herpetology. At the intermational level,
reviews of entire gensia havg begun, incorporating molecular
techniques to def@rming, evolutionary relationships. Kamran
Kamali has taken @n the immensc task of preparing this ficld
guide to the Amphiblans and reptiles of lran. This is the first
comprehensivihguide €0 this fauna in any language. There have
been voldiiies devoted individually 1o the amphibians, the turtles,
the lizards,Jand%lie snakcs, and all are now out of date; few of
thesehpulilicalions serve as actual ficld guides. Wilh the increasing
intercgh in natural history in lran, this book should be of great
$efuice bo university students, employees in the national parks
andyprotetted areas, and to visitors to these areas. Many specics
@fyall taxa are threatened by habitat destruction, population
growth, climate change, pollution, and outright destruction.
Amphibians and reptiles are among the least respectcd animals,
but with knowledge comes understanding and concemn, and this
book should be a stimulus to such respect. This book will sct the

standard for future work on this fauna. ‘

University of the Pacific
Professor Emeritus



Iam very glad that you are writing
a Field Guide to the Amphibians
and Reptiles of Iran. 1 first met you
10 years ago when | came 1o Iran on
a ficld trip 1o study amphibians and
reptiles.  We spend a month together
in the ficld. I was very impressed with your abitity to find anfl
identify the different species. | returned to Iran in 2d04 ith
James Parham from the University of California. You dain
worked with us in the ficld. You knowledge as a herpetologifh
contributed to the great success of the trip.

I have stayed in contact with you since 200dandff i1oe that
can mect you again in lran soon. The book that ydll are preparing
will be very important because it will increascathe Kipwlddpe of
lranian herpetology.  Your couniry has a vy high, divérsity of
amphibians and reptifes.  This book ywill Be uéerul Wot only o
Lranians but also to biologisis in oiher cOlfiatries Whafire interested
in herpetology,

Theodor |, Papcnfilss
USA.

[ = i Iam thriffed to hear about  your
newficld guide 10 the amphibians
andgreptiies of lran, My 2004 wip 1o
work with you in Iran remains one
of the most significant travels in my
carcer, and tife. 1 had just finished
my Phl) the year before, and was
sxtremel {Fgunate cnough 1o spend a month working with you,
Ted Papenfuls [1om the MVZ, and other Iranian siudents such as
OmidhMaZaia
Togdther we made many important discoveries, and saw a lot
Iy ol Beautitul country. T lefl impressed your knowledge and
icldubilities, as well as with the rich herpetofauna of Iran. Even
herif@tmost ten years ago, we lamented about the lack of a ficld
ruide. Since that lime you have continued to study the fauna of
‘aur country, and | treasure our correspondence on these matters,
Your book will be a remendous coniribution toe the field and |
incerely louk forward to seeing it publish. But also 1 hope that we

A ¥ 3 11 . H ' o Lo
an go on expedition again, im lran. C" Ia P ‘
oo b S f
James F. Parham

US.A.
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