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It is rare for an architect with a professional career of slightly over a decade to have a
tremendous impact on the art and architecture of a country. Kamran Diba was defi-
nitely one of the exceptions: a modern, historicist, and avant-garde Iranian architect
with 12 years of professional activities in Iran. He managed to promote the level of
Iranian architecture, art, thought, and life. Yes, his work not only influenced art and
architecture, but also the thought and lives of Iranians. He not only thought about
architecture, but tried to make both art and architecture serve the public and raise
the level of people’s awareness and life. He always used to say "People see, people
learn, and people enjoy". Born on March 6, 1937, he was from a well-known family
of the Tabatabai clan in Tehran. After graduating from high school, he went to the
US to study architecture at Howard University in Washington D. C. and in 1964 he
received his bachelor's degree. After that, he studied sociology between 1964 and
1965 and received his master's degree. He also worked on a new urban develop-
ment project in Colombia. He returned to Iran immediately after completing his
postgraduate studies in sociology from the US. Diba’s love for his homeland is deep.
Important works designed and built by Kamran Diba in Iran include Parviz Tanav-
oli's House (1969), Shafaq Park and Cultural Center (Yousefabad, 1969), Coastal
Resort of Oil Company Employees in Mahmoudabad (1980), Comprehensive plan
of cities such as Kerman, Bushehr Port , Shushtar, and Dezful (1973), Design and

construction of Shushtar New Town (1974-1980) - for which he received an honor-
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as Jundishapur, 1978). He was not interested in building pi rties, and in
his own words, his goal was "popular architecture”; that is to say, a kind of urban
architecture for public consumption away from the private ownership. It was the
friendship with Tanavoli that led Diba to break this commitment and design a res-
idential building worth pondering. Diba had the collaboration of his artist friend,
Parviz Tanavoli, in Shafaq and Niavaran projects. At Diba's request, Tanavoli made
six statues of ordinary people, doing ordinary things and Diba placed them on the
campus of the two cultural centers. His idea was very simple: "Combining art and
architecture with everyday life."

Kamran Diba's residence in the US during his studies, and his travels to Paris (his
parents’ residence), paved the way for his closeness to post-war art in the West.
His personal interest in art also led him to observe and study modern Western
art consistently. Diba's paintings in later years illustrate the impact of those obser-
vations on him. This great interest and influence led to his deepest desire to have
modern museums in Iran on par with the best museums in the West. Eventually he
designed the Museum of Contemporary Art in Tehran and became the director of
the museum. In an admirable and unprecedented move, Diba started to collect in-
valuable works of art for the museum that includes many of the most distinguished
contemporary works by both Iranian and international artists. The collection is
now among the most valuable art collections in the world worth billions of dollars.
Thanks to rising oil prices and the increase of petrodollars, he was able to purchase
an expensive collection of 20th century modern art, including a large number of
paintings, volumetric works and photographs for the museum, which were put into
exhibition for the public for the second time 25 years later (and the first time after
the Islamic revolution) by director Alireza Samiazar in 2002. These works received
an unparalleled response and attention from people and art lovers.

In the last years before the revolution, Diba had responsibilities regarding part of

the arts and architectural activities throughout the country such as the preservation
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