W
w
!w,
% l.o o

UNIVERSITY OF RELIGIONS
AND DENOMINATIONS PRESS



This book is an English translation of

the following Persian title:

Js )l apude (S ,U dwlos
e 2 e iyl
VYA loes pulis iyl 05

Zujaji, Majid Al MM e

The Martyr of Ardihal: A Ilistorical Biographyof “Ali ibn Muhammad *
al-Baqir/ by Majid Zujajt; Translated by Cyms Ali Zargar.

AYAA CCaalie 5 0Lt ol8lils 1052

- \YY

DA sealda y Obal o &l O jlisil :

978-600-6730-83-7 :

La:

Ly

PRICR U (t) dazea oy dwillala s

OIS = Ol 1= Lawst jalal;

Islamic sepulchral monuments -- Iran -- Kashan :

sl agha

Mashhad Ardahal (Iran) :

Zargar, Cyrus Ali :

aoalde 5 Ol o8l :

BPoOY/o /- A \YAA:

YAV/AA¥ :

O4F Yy

«uf
29T o6 g lgis

= Dlazs

S AL Olasus
b

O

et g ]
cldab

I ad s

Exoy

Eyoge

Egeye

el ad

009 P! AWl

039 P! Awbd

0,55 S0,
EPO S0

o (g bl 8 led




THE MARTYR
OF ARDIHAL

A Historical Biography
of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Bagir

Majid Zujaji

Translated by Cyrus Ali Zargar

&

UNIVERSITY OF RELIGIONS
AND DENOMINATIONS PRESS



Islamic Collection - 7

%

i
)
Py,

University of Religions and Denominations, Pardisan, Qom, Iran
Tel: +9825 32802610-13, +9825 32803171

P.O.Box: 37185-178

Fax: +9825 32802627

www.urd.ac.ir www.pressiurd.ac.ir  press@urd.ac.ir

The Martyr of Ardihal

A Historical Biography of Ali ibn Muhammad al-Baqir
e Author: Majid Ali Zujaji
e Translator: Cyrus Ali Zargar

e Publisher: University of Religions and Denominations Press
e FirstPrinting: 1398

e Printed by: Bostan Ketab

e Copies: 300

e Price: 350.000 RL

e ISBN: 978-600-6730-83-7

All rights reserved




. \\
Dedicated to *
Fatima al-Zahra (peace be up%r)

N
\‘EQ



6

Contents

Translator’s INtroduction ... 10
Author’s Note of Permission to Recount Hadith ... .13
Dedication and Acknowledgements ..............ccooucvnece. .14
INtroduction ............coeeveevveevirserensssninnn. .. 14
The Objective in Writing This BOOK ......ciermmsssismmssmussisssissirassess @ 14
Sources Used for This BOOK ..........ccc.cvecvvieerinreriinsssiinessiessssesssssnssonns 16
Section One: Biography ........commmsssssssessssssssrssns @ages e B o+ é
OVervieW sniansmmmnanmnassananmasmrmrsmmimmss Rk 17
Reliable Documentation about his Existence and the Place of His

Martyrdom vl o Wi 17

Section Two: Descriptions and Characteristics of Abii al-Hasan ‘Al

ibn Muhammad al-Baqr .........oviesso g gy ++++++e5esesssssssnsasss 33
The first characteristic: Son, without intervening generations, of

45 1cHi( b Penmeam— N VS S——————— 33
The second characteristic: Brother of the Imam ............cocccccvvvvvvvnnns 34
The third characteristic: Paternaluncle of an Imam ...................... 35
The fourth characteristic: Companion to the Imam ..........c........... 35
The fifth characteristic: Father-in-law to an Imam ...........ccecc....... 36
The sixth characteristic: The direct representative of an Imam in

the afeaof Kashan and its VICINty .....cccooeccvcrrmerveeeisnmreresnnnes 37
The seventh characteristic: Brave Warrior ..............ocneceecennens 38
The eighth characteristic: Martyr on the Battlefield ... et 39
The'ninth characteristic: Leader of Friday Prayers .............cccooo.... 39

The tenth characteristic: Endowed with miraculous acts of grace .. 39
The eleventh characteristic: Among those imamzadas of proven

WRCEATIE 553 55550557353 553800 54T S S RSO RRRA: 41
The Station and Status of the Holy Sultan ‘Al ... 41
THe/Childrernof SUltaN Al emmasmanim s 42
The Mother and Wife of Sultan ‘All ..o 43

Section Three: Invitations from the People of Kashan and Fin The

Final Decision of the People of Kashan and Fin .................. 44
Evidence that the People of Kashan and Fin were Shi‘i Muslims .. 44
‘Amir ibn Nasir and the ENtOUrage ..........o...coommveecnmrrveconsnnssseesensenenns 46




The True Dream of “Amir ibn NESIT ... 46
The Emissary of the People of Kashan and Fin Wails in Lament ....... 47

The Emissary enters Medina ........ccoooecuvvvmsvciisssssssiiiisssseiinss 47

The Favor of God’s Messenger toward the People of Kashan and
Fill tseesseossnsssssnsanssssansosssssnannsnanississssssssiinsssssssssnsssinsssiios

The Farewell Gathering in Medina

The Village of Jasib, the first point of entry for our imamzada.......... 49

Sultan ‘Ali’s one month stay in Khawa ..............oovcvmiisisnscenagine. 49

Nearly 6,000 People Enter the Villages of Barkarz and Khawa ....50

The Waiting ENAS ...ccccvvvvevvveveensensrrenssvssisssmmmsmssssssssssssssssssssssssisisssses 51

The Duties of Representation ... 51

The Martyrdom of Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) and a Mission
RENEWE. ..vvorvrverrrivrrsssssrsneessssessssnsssssssassssssisnso QR sesessse S0 52

Section Four: How Opponents of the Imams and Agents of the
Empire Waged Battle against the Representative6f the Imam, and
How the Holy Sultan ‘Ali was Martyred ... .vvvvrrrrssns
Harith Zarrin-Kafsh, the First to Provoke Sedition
The Admonishment of Harith Zarfin-Kafsh and the Decision that
FOLOWEd ...ttt cnssssssss s 53
Enmity against the Children of Imam “Ali:No Longer a Secret .... 54
Military Rule in the Site of Martyrdom (Mashhad) at Ardihal .... 54

Foretelling his own Martyrdom at the Friday Prayer .................... 55
Thirty of Sultan ‘Al’s Attendants Stay by his Side .........ccccoocvc. 55
The Imamzada Sets Qut forKRAWa ..........ccoouvmmrrvvivisisnrssriisissssesineens 55
Two Hundred Righteous Warriors in Khawa Prepare for Battle......... 56
The Victoty of the Muslim Forces in the First Battle ...........c....... 56

Summoning Zarrin-Kafsh and Making Concluding Arguments......... 57
Do NotAllow the Calamity of Karbala to Happen Again! .
The Greatest Lesson on the Battlefields ... ... 58

A Miracle on the Battlefield ...........cooovmrviicrriiiinnniriiissssiinieens 59
The Beheading of a Messenger of the Imamzada ................cccocceeeee 60
The Night of Martyrdom, the Night of Supplication ..........c.......... 60
Zubayr Naraqi Meets his Maker ............ccccvvmsinnvnnnrcssssscsinniin 61
The Right Arm of the General of Islam’s Forces is Severed............ 62
The Words of Khwija Jalal al-DIn ........cccooevvvmrvriinneriecssennnicsiiinens 62
The Martyrdom of the Representative of Kashan and Fin.............. 62
The Martyrdom of Khwija Jalal al-Din ..........cwvrrrrrrvenenccrccrcsicssssiss 63
Ruse of a Deceitful ENeMY ..........cocovnivimvimrsvinsiisssisssisssssssssseens 63

The Commander’s Determination When Faced with His Final
BALELE oo sssase s s 64



The Unrivaled Bravery of Sultan ‘Ali ibn Imam Muhammad Bagir... 64

The Horse that Dyed its Mane with Holy Blood .........c..ccococunervinnns 65
The Martyrdom of the Last Division of Soldiers ..........o...ccouurrvvnne. 66
The Martyrdom of Malik-Shah, an eighty-year-old man............... 66
The Final Moments of Life in this Transient World .............coeee..... 67
Convey My Greetings to My Friends in Fin and Kashan ............... 68
Sending the Holy Head of Sultan ‘Ali to Qazvin ..........ccccccvmmccnees 70
Zahid ibnJamal GIant’s Role ..o 70
Burying the Martyrs ..ol 70
The Place of Martyrdom, Where Covenants are Kept ..................: 72
B TSN BLVNEER, s i3 4543 oA RS RAR i 72
Thie Enerny’s LaStIEIOLE ... iesisiimissivsassisiinsismass it ssss 73

Section Five: How the People of Fin and Kashan rose up after the

martyrdom of ‘Ali ibn Imam Muhammad Bagqir, peace be upon
111 R AP . S, AR 75

An Observation: What follows are ways in which/the heroic events
of Ardihal resemble those of Ashura

The First Resemblance: Calling Others iu........udirenerrrnecrinnns
The Second Resemblance: The Farewell Meeting in Medina......... 76
The Third Resemblance: Antipathy for ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the
Commander of the Believers ........ccocc.ocoucmmnrereennnnrcrieennns 77
The Fourth Resemblance: Foretelling his own Martyrdom............ 77

The Fifth Resemblance: Sincere SUpporters ..............ccoueceeeeen.
The Sixth Resemblance: Adviceand Counsel..................

The Seventh Resemblance;Murdered Ambassadors .
The Eighth Resemblance: The Water-Spring .............cooe..cconereevnnnn.
The NinthiResemblance: Congregational Prayer ...................ccooe..
The Tenth Resemblance: Cutting off the Right Arm ..
TheEleventh Resemblance: Decapitation ..................

The Twelfth Resemblance: Sending the Holy Head.........
The Thirteenth Resemblance: The Supporters Arrive ................... 80
The Fourteenth Resemblance: The People Rise Up ..........ccvuevvrvennee. 81
The Tomb of the Holy Sultan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Bagir .......... 81
What Secrets Lie in the Crypt? ..., 81
The State of the Bodies inside the Crypt ........coocoomeeciirnnrrciiinnrrinnns 82
Section Six: Mashhad-i Ardihal through the Lens of History and
GEOZLAPNY oottt sssisesssseens 84
Mashhad-i Ardihal: A Second Karbala ..........cccocccorimervccrnmnnirirnnnnninns 84

Thursday Nights at Mashhad-i Ardihal ..., 85




The Children of Miisa ibn Ja‘far buried at Mashhad-i Ardihal .... 86

The Significance of the Year 145 AH (762 CE) ..........cccoemmsnrerrrsens 86
The Phrase “Mashhad-i Ardihal” from a Historical Perspective ...... 87
Ardihal from the Viewpoint of the Commander of the Believers,
Imam Ali ibn AbT Talib (@) ..o 88
Ardihal from the Perspective of Imam Rida ............cccooeumnrrerrvrvrnnens 89
Conclusions we might draw from Imam “Ali’s sermon and Imam
Rida’s HATEN v.ooooeivvcvvonniieieiissnssssssssssissssssssnes e 89
Poetry and a Depiction of that Peerless, Beautiful Face ............. 90
The Geography of Mashhad-i Ardihal
Etymology of the word “Ardihal” ...
Glimmering Stars in the Mirror of Mashhad-i¢Ardihal: Saints
Buried in Sultan ‘AlT’s VICINItY ..ot 93
Endowments Pertaining to the Martyr of Ardihal, Sultan “Ali.......... 94
Amir Kabir in Mashhad-i Ardihal ...t 95
A Triangle of Cooperation in the Mirror f History ... 96
| G130 T:\ [—————————RCRI. o, G " 96
The Village of KhAWa .......coovecevesirreesso MR- T -::11-211000s100001001s 98
Fin, a town within the precincts of Kashan ........cccccccceeeenerernrvrrrivrenns 98
Section Seven: The Ritual of Rug-Washifg .............cccouvrvvvvvviiisnnnn 100
Rug-Washing in History Q. SWRDY................cccccuumssseessrsrssassenseas 100
Rug-washing and its Ties to the People of Fin .. . 100
Rug-washing and Islamic economics ...... o 102
Rug-washing and Islamic cooperation ... ... 103
Rug-washing as ameans to unity and social cohesion................. 103
Rug-washitig and\Islamic spirituality ..., 104
Rug-washing and pledging one’s allegiance to God’s friends ..... 105
Rug‘Washing and waiting for the relief of the twelfth Imam............ 105
Rug-washing and Wholesome Recreation ...........ovveeicenens 107

Section Eight: Miracles of the Holy Sultan ‘Ali ibn Imam

Muhammad BAGIT ......ermmrmmerissssismsssimmsissmmssmusmssnis 108
Zillal-Sultan’s bINdness ..., 108
Remaining Under Water for an Extended Duration.............. . 109
The Miraculous Healing of a Woman from Afghanistan .............. 109
The Lovely Fragrance Lasted for Days ... R— . 110
A Hunting Falcon Freezes in the Sky ... e 111
“Your-cure lies with Sultan A" ussnamsmunmsmmmmsmossmmessss 111
“In my opinion, I've been faithful to my call” ... 113

“As long as I have my liege, there is no sadness in my heart” .....113



10

Translator’s Introduction

The book you hold before you narrates the life;history, mission,
and legacy of one of Islam’s lesser-féemembered saints. One does
not find much said of Sultan ‘Ali, the'son of Imam Muhammad
al-Baqir, among Muslim believers or in‘hagiographies, nor do
great numbers of pilgrims set out with the intention to pay him
respects. This is both astonishing and disappointing when one
learns the role he played in promoting Islamic spirituality and
law in Iran, despite the dangers involved, dangers that led to his
murder at the hands of thése who governed the area to which
his father—the fifth, Imam to both Twelver and Ismaili Shi‘i
Muslims—sentshim.

Sultan“Ali’s presence in the area near Kashan and Qum
at such an early point in Iran’s Islamic history helps us paint
a picture,of the mechanisms by which a religious movement
centered in Medina began to secure the allegiances of those
further from the geographical axis of power. That movement, the
school of learning and piety affiliated with Muhammad al-Baqir
that we now call “Shi‘i Islam,” relied on representatives sent to
communities to teach, mentor, and preach. Sultan ‘Ali was not
only one such representative, but an eminent one, reappointed
for the position by his brother, Ja‘far al-Sadiq, after his father’s
martyrdom.
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His three-year stay in the area, which has become part of the
collective memory of Kashan and Ardihal (the mountain-village
near where he was cornered and killed), was effective enough
to alarm the Umayyad rulers in the area and in Qazvin. His
followers, moreover, were significant enough in number to exact
vengeance on the military forces that murdered him; bury him
and his followers; and establish both a site of remembrance and a
rug-washing ritual that have lasted to this day. Those in thearea
still revere him, making vows to honor him and his shrine, ahd
report numerous saintly-miraculous events (karamat) that they
attribute to him. In Iran more generally, Sultan “Ali has received
the designation of being “owed [the believers’] reverefice” (wajib
al-tazim). It is uncommon for an “imamzada” (son or daughter of
Imams) in Iran to be a direct descendent of the Jmam. It is€ven
more uncommon for that son or daughter to'haye represented
the Imam directly and to have been murdered inthat cause.

The author of this book, Dr. Majid Zujaji, has taken great pains
to present a narrative that strikes a'balafice between respecting
Sultan ‘Ali’s legacy, including the stories told about him, and
respecting the need for historical verification. In that regard, it
should be mentioned that there@rethistorians who have doubted
the identity of the “Martyr of Ardihal” as being the direct
offspring of the fifth Shi‘i Imamy Articles on that topic can be
found in journals pertainingo Iranian history, Shi‘i history, or
more specifically thethistory of Kashan. Dr. Zujaji’s perspective,
therefore, mustbe seen not as a statement of historical fact, but as
an argument. That argument is supported by a lengthy catalogue
of sources that begins the book, but also by notes that will appear
throughout. It isileft to the reader to assess this argument.

Nevertheless, from the perspective of sacred history—what
is called “sacred narrative” or “myth” in religious studies—the
story of Sultan “Ali, a son of the Imam of his age who risked certain
death to preach the truth revealed to his great-grandfather,
remains of doubtless consequence. All students of Iranian Shi‘i
religiosity, or of Kashan and its surrounding areas, must know
this narrative and the cultural geography and sacred rituals that
it has engendered. For that, Dr. Zujaji’s book has great worth and
has occasioned this translation.
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Concerning translation, I have favored here a flowing, easy-
to-read style, sometimes opting to drop repeated and juxtaposed
synonyms, in accordance with the standards of English
composition. At other times, I have rendered certain phrases
in a style more familiar to English-language readers, favoring
lucidity over literalness. While I have done my best to aim for
accuracy, mistakes have surely crept in, for which I beg the
reader’s indulgence. My gratitude goes to the author for writing
such a useful and comprehensive study of this important peson
and the site erected in his remembrance, as well as to the matiy
friends who accompanied me on trips I had the honor of taking
to Ardihal.

Cyrus Ali Zargar

Al-Ghazali Distinguished Professor of Islantic Studies
Department of Philosophy

University of Central Florida



Author’s Note of Permission to Recount Hadith

A note of permission, allowing the author to recount
narrations from the Prophet and his holy family, granted by
Ayatollah Sayyid ‘Azizallah Husayni Imamat-Kashani, the son
of the Grand Ayatollah Imamat-Kashani and a grandchild of the
Grand Ayatollah Mulla Habiballah Sharif-Kashant:

In the name of God, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate,

Whose assistance we seek.

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds; may blessings and peace be
upon the most eminent of prophets and messengers, Muhammad,
and upon his family, the ones who guide and are guided; andmay
eternal curses be upon all their enemies. The respected scholar
and treasure of his age, Majid Zujaji, may his successes continue
to shine forth, the author of this delightful book concerning the
biography of our liege and master Ali sohof Imam Muhammad
al-Baqir, may peace be upon them both, has,sought'permission
from me to narrate hadiths with a conniécted chain of narrations
from me, the most trivial and wretched/of God’s creatures, for
the sake of blessings. I have given him permission to narrate
from me that which he deems appropriate from our Shi‘i-imami
companions, using my own chain traced back to my distinguished
masters, who are many in number—exceeding fifty—going back
to the Prophet and histoble family, upon whom I pray descend
the blessings of God, the King, the Absolutely Knowledgeable One.
I advise him to be scrupulous in religious affairs, to be cautious in
doubtful mattersyand to remember me unfailingly in his prayers,
during my life and after my death, especially in his moments of
solitude. Finally, praise be to God, in all states.

Completed by this wrongdoer on 4 Rabi‘ al-Awwal 1419 [29
Jutie.1998]
TheMost Wretched, ¢Azizallah al-Husayni Imamat [official seal]
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Dedication and Acknowledgements

This is dedicated to the mother of the Imams, the intercessor
of those gathered on the Last Day, the daughter of Islam’s
noble prophet, the wife of the one possessing divine protective
friendship (walaya), Fatima al-Zahra, peace be upon her, who, in
support of waldya, achieved martyrdom. It is also dedicated to the
Imams of guidance, specifically to the living Imam, God’s proof,
the son of Imam Hasan al-‘Askari, and to all the saints, and all
the children of the Imams, and the other great scholars, religious
leaders, and martyrs.

I also consider it my duty to recognize the contributions of
my mother and father—and especially my wife, whose support
allowed me to have the opportunity to study and research; and
whose prayers for the success of this book were a great source of
encouragement,

Introduction

Since around eleven years ago, or perhaps more, Thave wanted
to write a book about the importafit event=simportant both
historically and religiously—that occurred eenturies ago at the
site of martyrdom in Ardihal [near the gity of Kashan in present-
day Iran], but somethinglalways seemed to stand in my way.
Nevertheless, this project never ceased to linger in my mind and,
every once in a while, like a bolt.of lightning, would flash before
me, illuminating my imagination and occupying my thoughts. The
project would be delayed, from one day to the next, and indeed
from one year to the next, As time passed, I would pursue my
research further,'meditating on the pertinent historical events
more and more. I wotld continually place the circumstances and
happenings surrounding the martyrdom at Ardihal in context,
conterfiplating more profoundly the relationship between those
events and the order in which they occurred.

The Objective in Writing This Book

While no one can doubt that “Ali ibn al-imam Muhammad al-
Bagir, peace be upon him, is the son—directly and without any
intervening generations—of the fifth Shi‘i Imam, and no one can
question the fact that he is buried in Ardihal, still, historians
until now have not looked carefully into the historical conditions
surrounding his martyrdom, deeming it sufficient to record
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this great figure’s name, to cite the location of his tomb, and to
mention some of the marvels performed by him.!

In my humble opinion, if one undertakes the study of the
history of Islam from a fresh perspective, as our scholars have
been doing recently, innumerable veils of ambiguity will be lifted
from many of its important events. Concerning this moment in
history, I have exerted my utmost in reviewing and comparing
events and circumstances, from this saint’s having been called to
the area, to his setting out from Medina, his residence for three
years in Kashan, his martyrdom and its particulars, and his being
remembered in the traditional rug-washing ritual of Ardihal.

In sum, my goal in writing this book is to use recent research
to make the lovers of this exalted imamzada moresfamiliar with
his life.? This is because the most effective resistanice against
oppression and the current cultural onslaught liesin the inerrant
and pure Ahl al-Bayt, and in following their,example, peace be
upon them. The more love for Islam, the'Prophet,and his family
increases in people’s hearts, especially the hearts of the youth,
the more we guard ourselves against this onslaught.

At this time, it is our duty'to Gnderstand and help our youth.
One of the best ways to realize this aim is to show them proper
models of imitation, arid among the finest places to find such
models of imitation is amongithose whose status as sons and
daughters of our Imamshas been historically verified.

1. Twelver Shi‘i Muslims, as apparent from the name given to them, recognize
twelve inerrant “Imams” or divinely-appointed leaders, who embody the Prophet
Muhammad’s exemplary manner of living, interpret the revealed knowledge
left by the Prophet, and guide the Muslim community as the Prophet would
have wished. Each of them is a direct descendent of the Prophet Muhammad
through his daughter Fatima. Muhammad al-Baqir—the father of the subject of
this study—is the fifth in this line of Imams and thus the great-great grandson
of the Prophet Muhammad.

2. The Persian term “imamzada” will be used henceforth to refer to the son or
daughter of one of the twelve Imams.
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Sources Used for This Book

In composing this book, I have used multiple reliable sources,
which have been outlined in the bibliography in detail. One source,
however, that increases the value and beauty of this project is
an old, handwritten manuscript on the life of Sultan ‘Ali that is
in my possession. This hagiographical account—written by Aqa
Muhammad Tajir Kashani in the year 1305 AH (1887-8 CE)—was
made available to me both by the grace of God and by a seminary
student from the village of ‘Alawi to whom I am grateful, Sayyid
Ahmad Hashimi.’> The writer of this account says that he copied
this manuscript from an older manuscript dated 1128/1715-6.
The writer of this account is Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar Rawda-khwan.

Lastly, I express thanks to all those who have helped me or
encouraged me in the composition of this booksespecially Hajj
Ibrahim Tafrishi. I hope that all of us stand in the presence of the
Munificent worthy of the intercession of the’holy/Sultan ‘Ali, that
martyr who was beheaded and remains beloved.

May God bless Muhammad and his pure Household.
Majid Zujaji Mujarrad

Kashan, Iran
3 Safar 1419 / 8 Khurdad 1377 / May 29, 1998

3. When two dates are given, the first is hijri-qamari, and the second is Gregorian.




