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John .James Audubon, nineteenth-century artist and naturalist, is known as one of the
foremost authorities on North American birds. Born in Les Cayes, Haiti, in 'Vge,
Audubon was raised in France and studied art under French artist Jacques-Louis David.
After settling on his father’s Pennsylvania estate at the age of eiglteen, he first began to
study arid paint birds. |

In his yooung adulthood, Audubon undertook numerous enterprisés, generally without
1tremenclous amount of success; at various times durifg his\life he was involved in a
nercantide business, a lumber and grist mill, a taxfdermy business and a school. His
seneral rnode of operating a business was to leaiit elthdr unattended or in the hands of
 partner and take off on excursions through@hdwilds to paint the natural life that he
aw. His beusiness career came to an end inf! A% tawhen he was jailed for debt and forced
o file for brankruptcy. )

t was at tPat time that Audubon begin to serz'é:zzsly pursue the dream of publishing a
ollection &f his paintings of bigdsN\NFOP the next six years he painted birds, in their
atural habetats while his wife warked as a teacher to support the Jamily. His Birds of ™
TH'I-erz'ca,. wh.ich included efgaawings of 72 of his colorful and lifelike watercolors, was
ublished in parts durin@uehéyperiod from ' AY1 t()-_* ATA in England . Afier the success of

e English editions, AMeiican editions of his. Works were published in VAT, and his

ime and fortine were ensured. N

This passage: is mainly about:

1) North Amer.ican birds

) Audubon's route Lo success as apainter of birds
) The works th at Audubon published

)) Audubon's preference for travel innatural habitats
p



