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Foreword

Konnative speakers of Engligh can reach a pointin
thetrknowledgs of the language where they feel comfort-
able with standard literary spesch; however, they're li-
abie to find themselves in hot water when confronted
with idicmatic expresaions. When hearing an idicm or
colipguialism they may feel frustrated and confusad,
Since the true meaning of the idiom generally cannot be
detormined by a knowledde of its component parts. in
many cages an attempt on the pert of the lsarnerto tie
down a definition of an idiom that would work tn all in-
stances i$ 4 futile undertaking.

When used by native speakers, idioms soL i nat. ral
and fit the occasion, gince Americans instinety <1y f .6l
thelmagery and impact of whal they are aay ... nion-
native speaker of English.on the other g .d, 1iay know
the baslc meaning of such expressics as =~ “ave it my
best shot™ or “dressed to ki1l byl <11, ~the able to
useihem appropriately. Forexs np's, 1f at a formal gath-
ering an American saystotl s w. s of . forelgn diplomat
that her gown is elegant, ‘v 11at she looks lovely, and in
appreciation for the compl. > enuuer answer is, “Thank
you,Igave it my best chot!” ¢, “Thanks, I dressed to
killl", the chances are “hat he American would be
Lrying his hardes. v ha'd back peals of iaughter Even
with a falrly e 'rae jeea of the meaning of an 1dio-
matic eXpress. i, vw. nonnative lacksa the intuitive fesl
for its imp. « 01 for the "pleture’ it ereates.

107 Am ricun Bnglish Idloms is dssigned to halp
brtdge “e s  between “meaning” and “thrust” of
A s tra golloquialisme by providing a situstionanda
Jral e . ustration of that situation, so that the im-
age. ” 'raated by the expression can be felt, rather than
simply lsarned as a stock definition.

The book 15 divided into nine sections. The title of
each section reflscts a notion or & manifestation of the
physical world, the world of behavior, or the world of
the senses with which the reader may sasily tdentify.




It 1s hoped that the natural tone of the language of
the situations in which the idiom ie presented will help
to convey the feellng of the idiom and the circumstancses
under which it may be used. The Hluatrations graphi-
cally depicting the meaning of the componenta of the
oxpressions notonly add an element of humor, but algo
serve to highlight the contrast between the literal and
actual meaning of the idioms as Presented in the text.

An index is tnicluded to facilitate recall and location of
the expressions.

101 American English Idioms ig intended primar-
i1y for all students of Engitah. Nevertheless, becauae of
the graphic humor of the idioms in caricaturs, native
speakers of English will also find the boak refreghingly
entartaining,



