m The Name Of Allakh
Most Gracious

Maost Merciful ‘\\
&
D@d@dﬂm My Departed Mother

\$$



VYO o, Pp -

Barghi, Rasool
IELTS Tactics For Listening/ Rasool Barghi

AV N F=ATAY e ol cleae!

o TY XY4 o o AY
AVA-F+ PV Y- F-0

Ve

slSil

.u,;| Lf." .J] -tSI ‘_51 :

el Sl et SWelS o eSS L5
el 5l et G o]
(e o5 5 lpgajl - oueal®l 5
i S0 (sleiga))]

PEVYYA/LESTR Y ray

TYAINY

N

sl ey ol g Olyse
i Slazie
gl Slakioa
Sl

(et St B ey
cbleal,

Ol gyls!
Eyeye

Escye

£y

Es29e

055 (53 09,

‘51}1.3 (S 00,

YR pale (mbialss o led
L 4
[ SV FRRR A R / AN
FEVY 00 LAl F S s, Bl gl ails - lgins! Ny
[ ics For Listening L
Bt Jo=) 2l
3 silel e Sl
. Uar o o sl st
WAr Jg Pz Suy
ads Ve R
Canrgd Gl dlll 3, Selgi pide
xSkt (oine 9 ke
Bl Ag> deme CoieS S
0313, 55 Wele slr )b
231315 555 Lo Sloxio b
ol wlz
o] 5]
& il
ambo V70 J>, Slovivo jled g ol
AVA-F+ --FYIV--F-0 Sl
NUTRASERRSE Gt

L bgw i g ,_gl);_ t-\;’l%. 3>

ANV VIS o 35 e Al
Rasool.barghi@yahoo.com




Table Of Contents

INErOAUCTION oottt e s 5
Chapter One{ Taking NOTES).......ccccieiiieiie i 10
Chapter Two { Street Maps Pictures And Diagrams)..........cccoceeeeeunee.. 27
Chapter Three(Tables). .o, 4?2
Chapter Four( Multiple-Choice QUestions)......c.ccoccvvevceeieeevee e, 54
Chapter Five{ Matching QUestions). ... eer e 72
Chapter Six { LECTUI@S) ..ot e, 78

ANSWET KBY ..ottt e s et ae e et {
2

IELTS Tactics For Listening



Listening Skills

IELTS listeming tests your ability to understand spoken language in a
variety of social and academic contexts. The test consists of four sections
each with 10 questions and takes about 30 minutes to complete. Sections
one and two are primarily about everyday events, such as conversations
about accommodation, shopping, or short talks giving practicgl inf: ation
for daily life. Sections three and four are academically-orienteghan out
the typical situations students face in their courses of studies. ANI tes
taking the IELTS test do the same type of listening test and the guéstions
ritt?n in the
Question Booklet. At the end of the test ten minutes is '} transfer the
answers to the Answer Sheet.
To take the test successfully the test taker ' icted to have any
specialized knowledge, but they should b eal with a range of
topics. Nor are they expected to have nderstanding of all the
material. Their success depends on kno at information is needed to
ch four sections in the listening
f question testing a range of skills.

ills presupposed to approach the IELTS
listening module. The bo e self-studied and taught in a class although

elaborate on va
Generally, fi skills have been identified; explanations and
exemplificat been provided to elucidate the points made about
these sk chapters classify the IELTS listening test questions into six
i chapter discusses the points concerning one type of the test
and amp ercises have been given in each to prepare the students for
that type of test. The questions and exercises are standardized having been
designed from standard materials.

After practicing the book, mostly through teachers’ supervision, the students
get solely ready for various IELTS test types. Further 40-question test
practice is definitely required to apply the skills presented in this book and
achieve a higher score in the listening test. To do this, the author
recommends IELTS Cambridge books 1-9 in tandem with this book.

Rasool Barghi
April 2014
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Skill 1: Listening For Specific Information

You are in the departure hall of the Heathrow airport waiting for your plane to board en
route to Imam Khomeini Airport. You have got a ticket showing your flight number, date and
destination but the gate you will have to enter to board your plane is not given. To pick your
departure gate number, you will have to listen to the uninterrupted announcements from
the airport speakers announcing the flight numbers, dates, times, and the gates for arrivals
and departures of hundreds of flights landing or taking off in the airport. Do you ever have to
listen to, or understand, all the announcements to find your gate number? What you will
most probably do is having such key words as date, time and flight number, and destination,
Tehran Airport, in your mind while listening carefully to the announcements. In this case,
you are listening for specific information.

Similarly, parts of the IELTS listening tests provide the same conditions in vagioudgettings to
evaluate your ability to locate key details in a piece of recording. In doing so, wihgneed to
find the KEY WORDS (KW) of the question. The KWs are the words that help y&d the
most probable location of the answer in the listening material. D ingdexercises
and find the relevant and specific piece of information for each ans

(ﬂz‘
‘”é 1.1 Listen to someane talking about a concert. Answ

Concert details

Fuil price tickets: $35.00

Student price: 1.....oooevvivinnes
Concert begins at: 2......cccccceveevnn e,

)

= 1.2 Listen to someone talking about an Englis{i course schedule. Answer the question.

When does the man start the Englis oursg?
A. March

B. April

C. September

o

= 1.3 |istens to someonegt;

go down. The ship th@Wlay®n the sea bed for 2.................. years. In 1982 she was
; K0 dry land. By analyzingthe 4............... of the ship, scientists

believe they are closef%learning why she sank.

Skill 2. Guessing the incoming information

Technically speaking, when we are comprehending any listening material in any language,
two consecutive processes take place in our brain, "Bottom-up processing” and "top-down
processing”. Through the first process, bottom-up, the information from our surroundings is
transmitted to our brain via our ears. To comprehend the received information, in one
millionth of a second, the second process is activatéd where the brain browses its files,

IELTS Tactics For Listening



having been stored in our brain files since our birth, to switch on the files that match the
incoming information and in this way listening comprehension takes place. We cannot
comprehend the talk on the phone when the sound quality is poor. This is due to the fact
that the bottom-up processing is not working properly. Nor do we understand a Chinese
statement or children understand political debates on TV inasmuch as no top-down
processing takes place.

This sheds light on the significance of guessing in listening comprehension. As a matter of
fact when guessing, we are galvanizing the top-down processing prior to the bottom-up
processing so as to accelerate listening comprehension. In general, listening, whether in test
conditions or real life, is a matter of making guesses and testing the guesses. In approaching
listening tests of any kind, before the recording is played, try to guess the probable
information or answer in gaps and concentrate on the listening and test your guess. When
guessing, predict the part of speech of the words (noun, verb, adverb, and adjective) and
think of general words (numbers, proper names, basic word). This wguld fake your guesses
come true.

Imagine you are listening to the following. What kind of informagion might you want to
consider as KWS to listen for in each case? What type of infC @ do you expect to find as

answers?
Question Type Of
Information ;

At what time do the doctors start seeing t{\e g/datignts at
the Dean End Health Centre?

What is the commencement dgte for th©®Spanish class
this term?

Skill 3. Listening F Ideas and Supporting Information

Imagine you are aa p You join a group of people who have already been talking to each
other. The fir i ou do is trying to work out what they are talking about. What is the

is the main idea? You can get an idea of the topic from the vocabulary
they are using. ¥ concentrating on the words they are using you can partly get the main
idea. The main idea is the main point or message.

@ 1.4 You will hear four mini talks. Listen and write the main topic and the supporting
statements for the numbers 1-4.

Main idea Supporting Statement
1. the cost of a project 543 million since 1990
2. o
3. o
P 4.
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b
g’z I.5 Listen and answer
What is the subject of the man's talk?

Skill 4. Sentence Stress Recognition

Sentence stress is the music of spoken English. Like word stress, sentence stress can help you
understand spoken English, especially when spoken fast. Sentence stress is what gives
English its rhythm or "beat". The word stress is accent on one syllable within a word while
sentence stress is accent on certain words within a sentence. What's more, sentences have
two types of word; content words and structure words. Content words are the key words of
a sentence. They are the important words that carry the meaning or sense. Structure words
are not very important words. They are small, simple words that make the sentence correct
grammatically. It is important to note that the speakers usually stress the content words.

words
the

The most important point concerning IELTS exam is that in the listening maté@rial
with the higher sentence stress are either most probably the answer for the m&orit
listening test items or the key words for them.

\ 4

@ 1.6 Listen to the following recording several times and write the Q hat you hear
have higher sentence stress.

(r"'#
) & . . . .

Y2 17 Listen to the following recording several time
have higher sentence stress.

)

1.7 Now listen again and answer the follo

* The handout covers 2......4
e Aswell as history stu

0

=- 1.8 Listen to the foll ing. It is taken from Cambridge IELTS Boeck 3 and see

how the answers to the t tions have higher stress.
University Helpline
Type of help Examples
Financial * Grants
o Dl
2 * Childcare
® nursery
* essay deadlines
- JORUO s Using
L S
5 ¢ Individual interests
.................. g g
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Skill 5. Signpost Word Recognition

Signpost is a post put up on the streets to direct you on the streets. Similarly, there are
words in a speech to brighten you up towards the framework of the talk illuminating the
major parts of the talk into distinctively bright parts. These words are “signpost words “.They
signal what the speaker is going to talk about next. They are like an arrow showing you the
direction of their talk. They include such words as another, next, the second, finally one of
the, the other, also, etc. These wards can help you a lot classify the listening sections into
recognizable chunks for finding the answers to the questions.

Further points about the listening test in IELTS

In the IELTS listening test you need to take the following rubrics into carefall consideration:
Spelling is strictly important. You will lose a mark for adding or dro;ﬁ:' adpgle letter.
Make sure you know the spelling of the most common words such as n&s, eekdays or
some other words commonly used.

In approaching an IELTS listening test item, you will need t&§ g thi&s simultaneously;
listening, reading and writing. You will most probably excel in % when your lion’s share
attention is devoted to listening rather than reading o U do this, the test itself
gives you, barely, enough time to read the questiops, b istening is played, to take
off, a bit, the reading load. The writing load, more , is y lifted by restricting the
answers to NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS. W ibneed to do is paying your full
attention to listening, while having the requir omation in mind.

Read and listen to the instructions. llow them correctly.

Time management in the listening se tremely important. At the beginning of the
IELTS Test there is a 2.5 minute introductity; between the sections you will be given some
time to read the questions and chfgk the answers. The extra time given to read the

gquestions and check the answ be used to read the rest of the questions and preview
the questions from the ne

recording so you
looking for while

go through the guestions and know what information you are
ing is being played.

iss out on any answer; jump to the next question. Attempt the missed
get extra time to check the answers.

est, carefully transfer answers to the transfer sheet. Ensure you don't
make mistakes and write legibly.

There is no negative marking, so make a guess in case you have missed out on any answer.
Don't leave any question unanswered.

If you miss some questions out, leave gaps in your answer sheet. Take special care to write
your answers in the right order. When you miss questions out, it can be easy to start writing
questions out of sequence. Check now and again just to make sure you are writing answers
down in the right place.

Remember that, sometimes, you are probably not going to hear the same words in the
questicn and in the answer. IELTS questions sometimes involve 'paraphrasing’- using a
sentence with the same meaning but not using the same words. For example, on the
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recording you might hear: "Less than a quarter of university students took part.” while on
the answer sheet you might see: "Only 23% of candidates actually sat the examination."

* Youshould listen for keywords - that's important, but you should also listen for 'synonyms'

» Only write down what you hear - never abbreviate, or shortcut.

* Many IELTS questions involve listening to numbers and quantities. However, in natural
speech the difference between '16%' and '60%' is often difficult to hear if you haven't
practiced. Get used to listening to numbers - the only way you can do this is to get some
listening material and keep practicing!

* If you are answering a Multiple Choice question that involves a number of sentences or texts
and you miss the answer, choose the longest answer. The answer is probably going to be a
paraphrase of another sentence and that means it will probably be longer.

» Practice listening to something every day. There are countless sources: watch an English
language movie, watch BBC, NHK satellite channels or any other source.

*

N\

IELTS Tactics For Listening



Completing Notes

Completing notes
In this type of test you are required to listen to a piece of recording and answer the
note given. Pay attention to the foilowing points about this type of test.

e This type of question usually appears on the first section of thy tesQf you want
to get a good general score in the listening section you should id ing
mistakes. This type of test is, almost literally, the easiest part omtening test.
So you should fuily concentrate to excel. <

e  This type of question tests the specific information or ¢ % h as basic word,
time, date, address, etc.

e  Check the example as it warms you up as a .

s  Check the word limit which most probably do ceed THREE WORDS OR
NUMBERS.

o Check the grammar of the gaps.

. If any item is about numbers, n re usually said in groups of ane, two or

three.

e Ifany item is about proper Rgmesgproper names are sometimes spelled very fast
and you cannot keep u riting as they are being spelled out. It is best, first,
to write the words r common sense and when the speaker spells them
you can correct@if afy, the mistakes you made.

e Look at the el dings on the note to be completed.

Listen to th@$alltwing exercises and complete the gaps.
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