in The Name Of God

ISSUES IN LANGUAGE TESTING

@ nupilcd \
NI SO UG ‘. n

&




=~ TFY (angaes (wSiaxd
Ahmadi , Masoume

Issues in language testing
fcompiled by Maseume Ahmadi,Naser Sabourian Zadeh.
Lbay s
978-600-6311-86-9

& Ogol - wly;

o wgasl = (sl wly;
SATFEV Luoli ol ulgee
Sabourian Zadeh, Naser
Pov//alivialla yvar

LYA -V

TYFYTYY

N

sl pli g lgic

wealiauliS okond

—

‘L-ul.-'..-.b).u

i olas i
S
£5090
£9090

a39;38 awlbod

83938 aLulii

0,558 Saas 0,

S 1SAdy 63,

ISSUES IN LANGUAGE/TESTING

Compiled by: Masoume Ahmadi

WNaser Sabourjan Zadeh

Layout: Marzi.eh Foshtanghi
Cover Design-er: Shiva VaeZnia

First Publish-ed: 2013 Rhatk Sefid Press
Circulation: 1000

ISBN: 978-600-631 156
Price: 1400Q0K

www.khatesefid.com

Centeral Office: No.6, Sho'levar alley, Kargar St., Enghelab Sq., Tehran, Iran.
Sales Tel.: 9105008424 021-66122949

Khate Sefid Press
(=

All rights reserved.

: No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
- retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
without the prior permission in writing of Khate Sefid Press.




...-.--....---.-a.-.--..u-.......-.--.-..-----.--u----....---— ..............................................................

Advantages of G-theory 100
Generalizability and Deci sion Studies 104
Item response theory (IRT) 105

Reliability of Criterion-R.eferenced Test Scores 111
Factors That Affect Rel.iability Estimates 117

Chapter Six: Validity 120

Reliability and Validity Revisited 122
Validity as a Unitany Concept 124
The evidential Basiis of Validity 125
Correlational Evidence 133
Experimental Evidence 135

Chapter Seven: theary and methods of DIF 140

Current Conce ptions of Validity Theory witinan Bye to Item Bias 141
Bias and differential item functioning: Ddfinitiop.and history 145

Concepts and Definitions of Bias, itépt Biak, and DIF 148
Statistical mesthods for ltem Analysis 749

Methods for Detecting DIF 155

Problems with DIF Analyses 164

Chapter Eight: Dynamic Assegsiment of L2 Development 164

Methodalogical Differefiges 166

Intervenstionist vs. IitBragtionist Approaches to Dynamic Assessment
167

Criticisms of DANThé"@sychometric Turn 169
Task-based S8seSsment and DA 172
Altermativésdpproaches to Assessment 173
Rela.tionship b&tween Dynamic assessment and AfL 175

Chapter tiney Authenticity in Language Testing 178

The Authenticity Debate 179
Towards Authenticity of Task in Test Development 182

Chapter Ten: Task-Based Language Performance Assessment 184

Tasks and Constructs in Language Assessment 185 o
What is This Thing Called Task? : Content Domain Specification 188

.....................................
.......................................................................................................




.............................................................................................................................

Chapter Eleven: Testing Languages for Specific Pu rposes 190

The boundary problem 192

Proficiency testing 192
LSP proficiency testing: Opportunities and threats 193

Characteristics of ESP tests 194
Chapter Twelve: Alternative Assessment 198

Advantages of Alternative Assessments 200
Disadvantages of Alternative Assessments 200

Self-assessment 200
Teaching and Learning Contexts and Self-assessment 284

Chapter Thirteen: Critical Language Testing 206

Tests as tools of power 207
Democratic perspectives on assessmignt 208

Discussion 220
Chapter Fourteen: Formative and Sufnmative Assessments in the

Classroom 224

Defining Formative and Summative Assessments 225
Formative and SummativeyAss@ssment 228
Balancing Assessment 281

Chapter Fifteen: Washback 232

Test washbackwTheoretical Background 234
Fundamentalconcepts 235

impact ang Validity 238
PhD Entrance Examinations 240

Test Answers 251

References 255

..........................................................................................................................................



Introduction

Over the last three years, there have been major changes in the examination system of
PhD candidates. These changes have been accompanied with the changes in the concepts
covered in such an exam. To Qate, there has been no comprehensive book which could
guide the test takers. To bridge this gap, we enthusiastically have tried to take over this
- mission. The current book has been designed in order to broaden the PhD candidates’

horizons and expand their urnuderstanding of the most relevant issues related to Language
Testing. Therefore, this book is collected with the objective of helping learners get higher
degrees in PhD entrance examination and also accomplish PhD interview sessions
successfully. Due to the imp ortance of such examination, as mentioned in other volumes
of this PhD book series, we remained faithful to the original text agsl did not manipulate
the concepts by our subjective comprehension or by changingserifences. As a result, this
compilation is as authentic as references are. The current booklis désigned with having
an eye to the most outstarding concepts of language testing whidh are included in test
items of PhD examinatiors. This book also includes the multiple-choice PhD test items

of the last three years as well as their correct answets. Fhis provides the readers with

an opportunity to evalua te their comprehension of the cancepis covered in this book by

going through the test items. We hope that this collegfien Caild be of great help to those
readers who need a commprehensible all-embracing{soMréien foreign Tanguage testing.

Masoume Ahmadi

Naser Sabourian Zadeh
July, 2013



