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Biography of shakespeare

William Shakespeare, also known as the "Bard of Avon," is often
called England's national poet and considered the greatest dramatist of
all time. Shakespeare's works are known throughout the world, but his
personal life is shrouded in mystery.

Who Was William Shakespeare?

William Shakespeare (baptized on April 26, 1564 to April 23,
1616) was an English playwright, actor and poet also known as the
“Bard of Avon” and often called England’s national poet..Born in
Stratford-upon-Avon, England, he was an important n.em. r of the
Lord Chamberlain’s Men company of theatrical players frcm 10nughly
1594 onward. Written records give little indication of the way in
which Shakespeare’s professional life molded his a tisti = Aul that can
be deduced is that, in his 20 years as a playwright, ~ hak< speare wrote
plays that capture the complete range of huma'i .. tina and conflict,

Known throughout the world, the wor's of W.lliam Shakespeare
have been performed in countless “-mlc's villages, cities and
metropolises for more than 400 vears. A vet, the personal history of
William Shakespeare is somevhat '3 m, *iry. There are two primary
sources that provide historians w 't (“wbasic outline of his life. One
source is his work — the pla/’s, poer.:s and sonnets — and the other is
official documentation svch o5 chiurch and court records. However,
these only provide bri»f stew.es of specific events in his life and
provide little on the pe.son = ho experienced those events.

William Sh: ke puare’s Plays

While it dif. cult to determine the exact chronology of William
Shakespew-=’s vlays, over the course of two decades, from about 1590
to 1613, he wiote a total of 37 plays revolving around several main
themes: histories, tragedies, comedies and tragicomedies,

Early Works: Histories and Comedies

With the exception of the tragic love story Romeo and Juliet,
William Shakespeare's first plays were mostly histories. Henry VI (Parts |,
II and III), Richard II and Henry V dramatize the destructive results of
weak or corrupt rulers, and have been interpreted by drama historians
as Shakespeare's way of justifying the origins of the Tudor Dynasty.
Julius Caesar portrays upheaval in Roman politics that may have
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resonated with viewers at a time when England’s aging monarch,
Queen Elizabeth I, had no legitimate heir, thus creating the potential
for future power struggles.

Shakespeare also wrote several comedies during his early period:
the witty romance A Midsummer Night's Dream, the romantic
Merchant of Venice, the wit and wordplay of Much Ado about
Nothing, the charming As You Like It and Twelfth Night.

Other plays written before 1600 include Titus Andronicus, The
Comedy of Errors, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Taming of the
Shrew, Love’s Labour’s Lost, King John, The Merry Wives of
Windsor and Henry V. '

Works after 1600: Tragedies and Tragicomedies

It was in William Shakespeare's later periody afts, 1600 that he
wrote the tragedies Hamlet, Othello, King Lear and . facbx th. In these,
Shakespeare’'s characters present vivid inprewsio.s of human
temperament that are timeless and universcl Forsib 5 the best known
of these plays is Hamlet, which explores be -aya:, retribution, incest
and moral failure, These moral failures bftr.1 drive the twists and turns
of Shakespeare's plots, destroyire th' he o ard those he loves.

In William Shakespeare's “r>l_nperiod, he wrote several
tragicomedies. Among these are Cy mbeline, The Winter's Tale and
The Tempest. Though graver .1 tove than the comedies, they are not
the dark tragedies of King Lus: or Macbeth because they end with
reconciliation and forg) rencs

Other plays writt w v -ing this peried include All’s Well That Ends
Well, Measure “u.-M.=asure, Timon of Athens, Coriolanus, Pericles
and Henry V!

When ana " 'here Was William Shakespeare Born?

Though no birth records exist, church records indicate that a
William Shakespeare was baptized at Holy Trinity Church in
Stratford-upon-Avon on April 26, 1564. From this, it is believed he
was born on or near April 23, 1564, and this is the date scholars
acknowledge as William Shakespeare's birthday. Located 103 miles
west of London, during Shakespeare's time Stratford-upon-Avon was
a market town bisected with a country road and the River Avon.
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Family

William was the third child of John Shakespeare, a leather
merchant, and Mary Arden, a local landed heiress. William had two
older sisters, Joan and Judith, and thsee younger brothers, Gilbert,
Richard and Edmund. Before William's birth; his father became a
successful merchant and held official positions as alderman and
bailiff, an office resembling a mayor, However, records indicate
John's fortunes declined sometime in the late 1570s,

Childhood and Education

Scant records exist of William's childhood, and virtua.'v none
regarding his education. Scholars have surmised that he m st .ikely
attended the King's New School, in Stratford, whict ‘aught reading,
writing and the classics. Being a public official's ctld, W lliam would
have undoubtedly qualified for free tuition - Dut 4is uncertainty
regarding his education has led some to rase qi.stions about the
authorship of his work and even abou. whe »4r or not William
Shakespeare ever existed.

William Shakespeare’s Wity an 1 Kius

William Shakespeare married ;' ne Hathaway on November 28,
1582, in Worcester, in Can erbury Province. Hathaway was from
Shottery, a small village a'i:ile west of Stratford, William was 18 and
Anne was 26, and, 5t ums out, pregnant. Thetr first child, a
daughter they name- Susanna, was born on May 26, 1583. Two years
later, on Februery 2, 1 83, twins Hamnet and Judith were born.
Hamnet later die ! o1 'known causes at age 11,

Shakespint »’s Lost Years

There are seven years of William Shakespeare's life where no
records exist after the birth of his twins in 1585. Scholars call this
period the "lost years," and there is wide speculation on what he was
doing during this period. One theory is that he might have gone into
hiding for poaching game from the local landlord, Sir Thomas Lucy.
Another possibility is that he might have been working as an assistant
schoolmaster in Lancashire. It is generally believed he arrived in
London in the mid- to late 1580s and may have found work as a horse
attendant at some of London's finer theaters, a scenario updated
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centuries later by the countless aspiring actors and playwrights in
Hollywood and Broadway.

Lord Chamberlain's Men

By the early 1590s, documents show William Shakespeare was a
managing partner in the Lord Chamberlain's Men, an acting company
in London with which he was connected for most of his career.
Considered the most important troupe of its time, the company
changed its name to the King's Men following the crowning of King
James I, in 1603.

From all accounts, the King's Men company was very.oopular.
Records show that Shakespeare had works published ad _ald as
popular literature. Although the theater culture in 16th ~entury
England was not highly admired by people of hizhruu . meny of the
nobility were good patrons of the performing arts . nd fi ends of the
actors.

William Shakespeare the Actor and Pla, wrigat

By 1592, there 1s evidence William/ shr.espeare earmned a living as
an actor and a playwright in Londcn « 4 rossibly had several plays
produced. The September 20, 1552 | dition of the Stationers’ Register
(a guild publication) includes an arty 'e by London playwright Robert
Greene that takes a few jabhs .t William Shakespeare: "...There is an
upstart Crow, beautified w.th ~ ¢ feathers, that with his Tiger's heart
wrapped in a Player's L d¢, - pposes he is as well able to bombast out
a blank verse as tL.= het of you: and being an absolute Johannes
factotum, is in Miowovm conceit the only Shake-scene in a country,”
Greene wrote of L hakespeare.

Schola:z> _differ on the interpretation of this criticism, but most
agree that it w5 Greene's way of saying Shakespeare was reaching
above his rank, trying to match better known and educated
playwrights like Christopher Marlowe, Thomas Nashe or Greene
himself.

Early in his career, Shakespgare was able to attract the attention of
Henry Wriothesley, the Earl of Southampton, to whom he dedicated
his first- and second-published poems: "Venus and Adonis" (1593)
and "The Rape of Lucrece" (1594).



