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Introduction to the student

Please read this Introduction carefully to get to know the aims and methods
of this book.

Who is this book for?

Functions of American English is for high intermediate andgdvanced
learners who feel confident about using basic English grarfipar and
vocabulary, and who are now ready to learn more aboutigst English in

real-life simations. This book is accompanied by a tape an eacher’s
Manual. L 2
‘What does this book cover?

In order for your English to be effectiv ¢ appropnate to the
situation you are in. So, when you choose the best way to
express yourself in a particular si ,you have to keep in mind several
things:

~ What are you trying to doWi nglish sentences? Are you describ-

ing something, persuading somigone, giving your opinion, or what? These
are called language tions.

— What is your role ifgthi 'tuétion? Are you a friend, stranger, employee,
customer?

— Where are ygu

Is the setting on a plane, at a party, at a meeting?
ing abour? Is the topic business, travel, sport?

ook describes three important language functions. For
examp irst unit covers “talking about yourself,” “starting a con-
ioh” and “making a date.” The exercises in each unit let you practice
all sorts BPuseful roles and topics in all sorts of typical places. You will
practice the English that you know already and learn many useful new ways
of saying things.

This book is just the starting point, though. There are many places in the
book where you may want to ask your teacher for more information or
for more time to practice some new material.

How is this book organized?

Each unit in Functions of American English is divided into several sections:

Conversation

This iltustrates how each language function could be carried out during a

conversation. Don’t read the conversation section in the book until you

have listened to the tape at least twice. This is not a “dialogue™ that you
I



have to learn by heart. Sometimes the teacher will tell you the sitnation
that the conversation takes place in, and sometimes you should ITY tO guess.
The same six characters keep appearing in different situations throughout
the book.

Presentations

The presentation sections include descriptions of the functions and various
ways of carrying them out. When you come to a presentation, read it by
yourself. Then keep your book closed while the teacher presents the ideas
using the board and the tape, and asks you for your ideas. Make sure that
you can pronounce the new expressions well. There are usually three pre-
sentations in a unit.

Exercises

There are several exercises after each presentation. The first one is often
directed by the teacher, so that you have a chance to agk for help and ad-
vice. For the other exercises, the class is divided up%nrd¥airs or small groups
of students who work on their own. Try hard to u pressions that
you have just learned in the presentation.

Many units have a Consolidation exerci n& In this kind of
EXErCiSe you can practice expressions fr resentations in the
unit.

Communication activities x
The exercises are often follo inStfuctions to look at a particular

number in the Communic, ctiities section at the back of this book.
The activities involve ides communicating with each other in
discussions, role plays, p olving activities, etc. Each side has
different instructio i on different pages so that the participants
can’t see each ot strgetions. In this way you can have information that
is different from rtner’s information, just as in most real commu-
classroom.

Please, d are the communication activities ahead of time — let
» And don’t look at your partner’s instructions — keep
pontaneous, ’

eriment with different ways to get your point across in these

a jes. Be as talkative as you can ~ never just say Yes or No. And don’t
be afraid to make mistakes — learn from them! Your teacher will be going
around from group to group to listen and help. Ar the end of each activity,
the class will discuss difficulties, and the teacher will point out serious mis-
takes that would make a listener misunderstand something,

Written work

The written work at the end of each unit gives you further practice on some
important items from the unit. Again, experiment with new ways of
communicating.

The tape

marks sections that are recorded on the cassette tape.



