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Preface

The ability to read in English is an essential skill vhic.
English as a foreign or second language (EFL/ESL) learne s
attempt to master as they improve their coi. wanu of Che
language. Through a broad categorization, Enalis, lar suage
teaching (ELT) professionals classify readi g ad ivities into
two groups: the first group comprises a.*iviv ~= which help
enhance the very skill of reading; th s¢ Lonu group, in turn,
features activities which, =ithdr aplicitly or explicitly,
employ the skill of reading to = /2'=3 other language skills
- Or components. Whereas *he latv:r group of activities are
widely known as reinfoi .amuont reading, the former group is
referred to as readiry for eading.

Examples of (ainorcement reading activities include
grammar-orie'..2d  consciousness-raising tasks, vocabulary-
focused <sonarehension  exercises, reading-mediated
pronuncintivn o spelling enhancement exercises, speaking-
or  listening-related  tasks, and  writing-oriented
consciousness-raising tasks. On the other hand, activities
constituting reading for reading, as the title suggests,
encompass those exercises or tasks which aim at developing
fluency and accuracy in reading, as well as those which
better the ability to read for gist; the ability to read for
specific information; the ability to locate details in a passage;
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and the ability to make inferences relying on the information
given in a written text.

The majority of reading books available on the market
incorporate inauthentic passages, that is, texts written for
pedagogic purposes, and as such they do not exploit the
great potential of literary texts for language !'»arning
purposes. Moreover, the majority of these book. dc not
expose language learners to what they mav_encoun.er in
real-life situations. Further, of the reading v -oks . uthored to
date, only a marginal minority pav’ e ‘ua. actention to
enhancing both reading subskills a~d lar guisge components.
Joy Reading: Set Off is, unlike mact oher vooks of its kind, a
reader of exciting stories |aclompanied by follow-up
exercises of various type:

Joy Reading: Set Off is . collection of ten short stories.
Preceded by twe warm-up activities, each story is an
engaging narrative "ha s specifically appropriate for EFL/ESL
learners studyi g ti._lish at the elementary level of language
proficiercy. . 1v  guarantee full understanding of the
narratives, 1 .ners can do the exercises which follow the
staries. ™ hese exercises primarily focus on reading
comp: hension and vocabulary development. They also give
language learners the opportunity to discuss a number of
questions directly related to the theme of the narrative they
have read. Additionally, learners get a chance of reflecting
on the areas in which they have improved their language-
related knowledge and ability. Given its rich content, this
book is suitable for use in alt ELT classrooms. However, as
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the book adopts a flexible approach to reading, it also serves
the fanguage learning purposes of those learners who wish
to enhance their command of English through self-study.

Mostafa Mirzaii
August 2016



