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Prelude

The basis of nearly all of Iranian national festivals s from its
Zoroastrain era. The following is a List of National Féstivals in Iran

(Persia):

e Nowruz : Celebration of the start of springy("Rejuvenation®). It
starts on the first day of spring (also tlfie firSh day of the iranian
Calendar year) and lasts for 13 daye,

o Sizdah Bedar : Persian Festival ¢f Joyand Solidarity". The 13th /
last day of Nowruz celebf@ation ("Getling rid of the thirteen!"). It is

celebrated outdoors along with, the beauty of nature.

® Mehregan : Festival of Méhr (or Mihr). A day of "Thanksgiving".

® Jashn-e-Sadeh : A mi@winter feast to honor fire and to “defeat

the forces of darkhess, frost and cold”.

e Shab-e-@hellgh : The turning point. End of the longest night
(darkri@ss}\of the year, and beginning of growing of the days
(Lights). A celebration of Good over Evil. Also known as Shab-e
Yalda.

® Sepandarmazgan : Day of Love, friendship and Earth in ancient

Persian culture.
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@ Chaharshanbeh Suri : Festival of Fire, last Tuesday night in the

Iranian Calendar year. it marks the importance of the light wover

the darkness, arrival of spring and revival of nature,
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Nowruz (Noruz) , "New Day", originally "New Light" is the name
of the New Year in lIranian calendars and the corresponding
traditional s«celebrations. Nowruz is also widely reéferréd to as the
Persian Ne-w Year.

Nowruz is the traditional new year holiday™ifgylraf; Azerbaijan,
Afghanistarm, Pakistan, Turkey, Albania, Georgia, various countries
of central Asia such as Turkmenistad, Jaiikistan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgzstan, and Kazakhstan, as welligs aniong the Iranian people
everywhere.




