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Preface

Oral Reproduction of Short Stories is a two-level series offering a diverse and
representative collection of world well-known short stories. They are particularly
designed for students majoring in English Literature, translation, or teaching for the
courses of oral reproduction of short stories 1 and 2.

A variety of outstanding classical and contemporary short stories has been chosen
following a long process of considering more than 300 short stories with such
criteria as cultural and moral aspects so that they do not conflict with our own
culture and moral principles. Narratability has been another primary criterion of
great and practical importance in the process since, based on the editors™ long
experience of teaching these courses, giving an account of actions nnd events can
better improve the speaking skill than dealing with leugth, and detailed
descriptions or too many long dialogs. A high priority has ai.> boen given to
stories employing third rather than first person point of view. li. addition, the
difficulty level of both vocabulary and structure along w'h o = le’ gth of the short
stories has been taken into consideration in the selectio. of tt : stories as well as
their arrangement in these collections. Special care{ias hee. 1aken to select stories
with universal appeal which are culturally and =ducat’onz..y significant.

The main distinguishing feature of these .ol ctic. 5 is the inclusion of the free
audio CD on which the public domain »is ¢ the selected stories have been
recorded by readers who are native speakers oo English. The stories are read with
cither a British or an American acc. 1. 1uis, apart from adding variety to the
selection, can suit different tastc. It is w_rth mentioning that the recordings are all
in public domain, being educ tior. 1] ra.ier than commercial.

Furthermore, a short fai'le po« edes each story to encourage story reading. The
selection of the fabl s is neant to add variety and flavor to the collection. The
stories are follev.od “hy comprehension questions as well as questions for
discussion. The fc -mer Lelp students to find the main points of the story which are
essential in cosu ting a summary of the story; the latter mostly serve as guiding
questions tha 1 turn, stimulate discussions through which students can grasp the
deeper meanings of stories.

Finally, these collections can also be helpful to learners of English, ranging from
intermediate to advanced levels, who are targeting at improving their listening and
speaking skills.

Dr. Mohammad Reza Sadrian
Soheil Khodaparasti



