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Preface

€Can New Towns serve as arelief for megacities ? This question has histor-
ical roots in urban development and has become very meaningful for the
future development of megacities. The International New Towns Institute
held a conference in December 2012 called ‘New Towns | New Territories’
which addressed new cities in a very literal way andgliscussed innovative
models of urban development practice (INT1 2013) %his question has also
been addressed in research projects on future megacities in the region of
Tehran and Karaj. Iran has a long history of New Towh development. The
actual question is: how to develop a New fown tHat is energy-efficient,
affordable, and attractive 2 One of the main gbstatles of New Town devel-
opment is that people prefer living in thie blder; larger towns.

One way to deal with this question i to dnalyze the main elements of
an existing New Town, examininghoth*he planning strategies and ur-
ban design. This is the contribufi8yof the BMBF funded research project
“Young Cities—~Developing Urbafi Energy Efficiency”.

“The establishmentyof new t0Wns in Iran goes back to the 1930s with
sporadic examples, but it Wgs ifStitutionalized in the late 1980s with the
establishment of the New ToWwns Development Corporation‘ [NTDC] by
the Ministry of Housing an@Urban Development. The NTDC has already
built 20 new towns in @wdlatively short period” (Etessam 2005, p. 8). New
Town developnfenitéhild been seen as an answer to the challenge of fast
growing urbamcéelaters. A comparison between British and Iranian devel-
opment of NewqTowns ends with the conclusion that “building new towns
has been athisto¥ical trend, to colonize land, to develop an alternative and
t-o manggegtowth. As we have also seen, there are successes and failures
aissoliated with this approach. It can create local social integration, it can
be a vehicle for managing growth and social distinctions, while also gen-
erating wider social fragmentation. It can be a short-term solution, while

im the long term it can also become a problem itself if not given proper ser-
vices and maintenance” (Madanipour 2005, p. 80).

It is a scientific challenge to compare two New Towns developed in
very different contexts, with different political systems, urbanization pat-
terns, resource efficiency challenges, and cultures. The criteria for the
comparative analysis must be applicable, the context must be explored.
Im his post-doc work in the research team for urban planning and ar-




