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Introduction

Iran is a vast country covering 1,648,000 square kilom * rs m southwestern Asia, It is bordered by Turkmenistan,
Azerbaijan and Armenia to the north, Afghan! ‘an and Pa. ‘stan on the east, and Turkey and Iraq to the west. The
Persian Gulf and Oman Sea separate Iran f~m L. ds fu. Jer south, The terrestrial borders of the country total 4,137
km. and the water borders reach 2,?:0'0 km . va.. \nis situated at the heart of the Middle East and constitutes the
closest link between the Persian Gul. *he 7=s, ian Sea, which is the largest land-locked body of water in the world.
This country is also where the E ** anc. *he West have met for acons, Historically then Iran has been at the juncture
of cultural, intellectual and rolitic 1ea ® nges.

Bright springs, pomeg . “ate . ~Ids, pistachio gardens, starry nights, countless peaks and valleys, extinct snow-capped
volcanoes, dense frests, *he .. drz and Zagros mountain ranges, coasts of the Caspian Sea, the Persian Gulf, beautiful
lakes, hot springs ana .~ others comprise the attractive landscape and unforgettable nature of Iran which impress
images of divine beauty in the memories of those who travel to this country. L '

The name “Iran’ /i:ran/ has its roots in the word ‘Aryan’ which is popularly taken to mean the earliest known ¢lan who
settled in the Iranian plateau. In Zoroastrian texts, the sacred origin of Zoroaster and the ancestral home of “Aryans’
is called ‘Iran Vi)’ whose frequently occurring Avestan equivalent *Airyana-vagjah’ and its Middle Persian (Pahlavi)
term ‘Eranvgj’ both mean “The Rising Place of the Aryan Race’. Similarly, * Ariana Khashtaram’ or ‘Land of Aryans®
assimilated into *Eransahr” and subsequently ‘Iran Shahr’ during the Middie Persian period and was finally reduced
to “Eran’ and ‘Tran’ in the Sassanid Dynasty. Not surprisingly, alongside the ethnic denotations of ‘Iran’ and *Aryan’
that most Persians cherish and find pride in, there are several meanings that have been imparted to these words in
particular languages. For example the Avestan “Aeeriveh’ and the ancient Persian ‘Ariyeh’ farije/ or *Ariyeh’ are very
closely linked with /erije/ which is the Sanskrit word for ‘Lord’ and ‘Master’, “Arikeh’ /a:rizkeh/ is another example
signifying ‘a man worthy of respect and praise’. Interestingly, Aryan is also pronounced ‘Aeerin’ in Avesta
(Zoroastrian Scripture) and ‘Ir’ in Pahlavi and Dari Persian. In the latter two, it means ‘Free” and is pluralized as
“Iran® or “Free Men’. Other translations of *Arya’ and ‘Iran’ as common nouns include “Noble, Honorable, and Friend’.
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Persian Dii:tionary, Vol. 5, P. 206). Ar ans . shar d the same language, belicfs, culture and
icitly referring to themselves as ‘Axy:. Wi chothe,. also designated them with. Numerous ancient
s&msif mxtsf& historical documents emphmize the ¢. = zuvw .« arace called ‘Aryans’ confirming the origins of
nian hmny Mnreover ina number of'i inscrip vons reman, ‘ag from the Achaemenid kings, ‘Darius the Great’ and
a 'erxcs) proclaim themselves as the dc sendz °s of the Aryans and declare their language to be *Aryayi’.

A numberaf’ ancient historians such as Herodc u, - -a doses of Chorene also called the Medes and Persians *Aryans’.
In the ci:d £ht: endurance of the nam . "« ‘pt&&ems that of the Aryan Race. the people of this land and the
manﬂ‘estatmn of their authenticity ~nd i, hfulne.s. 'I'he name ‘Persia’ was the official name of “Iran’ in the Western
world prior 10 1935, .

Speakmg about a land w'th su ovcr.melmmgly lpng hlstory s mdeed a diffi cult undertaking. Nevertheless, it is
crucial to acknow!edge v at. e of the most ancient ee»unt::les in the vmrid [Iran has had a pivotal role in the
formation of much cun. = vd many civilizations. Countless h:stonans and amhaeolagigts have remarked that the
Iranian civilization was in many ways a source ofi :nsplranon f'o: its comtgrpm'ts around the world on account of the
pioneering and extraordinary people who created and deveioped it. The anctent cm»hzatmns that emergcd from the
four comers of this land were among the earliest to evolye from their mstmcts of primitive social adherence (o a
conscious awareness of the advantages that a centralized settlement with an intricate infrastructure would bring.
These people soon managed to derive the benefits of such living agrangement and established colonies akin to
modem cities. Scores of sites testify to the existence of early and surprisingly advamcd civilizations in Iran, which
include but are not limited to: *Sialk’ Hills that date back to 7500-8000 years ago and a 4200 year-old Brick Structure
as well as the 7000 year-old Jiroft and & 4500 year-old Brick Structure, Susa in Khuzestan Province and the recovered
8000 year-old artifacts, the civilization of the Burnt City in Sistan and Baluchistan province known as the modern
city of the ancient times, Giyan Hill (Tappe Giyan) with 5700 years of history, Tappe Hesar (in Damghan), Urartu
(in Azerbaijan), Kassites (in Lorestan), Tappe Hasanlu & Haftavan Tappe (in Azerbaijan), Goudin Tappe (in Kangavar),
Shah Tappe & Torang Tappe (in Gorgan), Ghabrestan Tappe (in Ghazvin), Tappe Yahya and Shahdad (in
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.erman) as well as other cities such as Jaary in Fars, Par s a1 " ¢sma . Abad in Tehran, Shahryar and Varamin.

subject of devising and implementation of . vs, 1 addition to owning the earliest genuine set of codified

il iaWs in the world known as the Hammurabi Code. ' an 15 we birthplace of the world’s first charter of human

o e Cyrus Cylinder) 2500 years ago. Fu: ermore, rc. Jrding the expenses and wages paid for the construction

£ ooldh _c1ty of Parseh reflected in at leas’ fort, thou. .nd clay tablets, establishing thorough system of salary

o paymén't&, msumnce and maternity leave, int. \du. ™ a unified Tax System, creation of Satraps (30 provinces) and the
mterclty courier service stations call. “*». *n, - Khaneh®, minting gold coins called Gold Darics, construction of the
Royal Road from Susa to S¢ ‘is, wention of Persian Cuneiform and standardization of weights and

measurements are all just a f~w ex mp.. - f the remarkable feats of Iranians ingenuity in the Achaemenian era some
2500 years ago. ;

Iranians were ame-o the ~arhe  creators of writing systems which énab]ed‘lhém to produce a vast wealth of recorded
material and although .+ % of it has been lost, Persian literature is not unknown to other nations and many of its
crowning and influential works have been rendered info a number of other Ia.nguages Whether in poetry or prose,
Iranians have shared their sweet Persian literary masterplgces with the world. Ferdowsi, Omar Khayyam, Molavi
(Rumi), Roodaki, Hafez, Saadi, Attar, Jami, and Nezami Ganjavi are lhe-Pe}s:ah;Neblgs-wﬁo receive their nobility
not from lineage but in their achievements on account of which, scores of :seﬁihars_ are held in the world’s most
prestigious universities annually in honour of these great men. In addition, what réﬂécts'_.&le grandeur of thought and
the philosophy of Iran is that this country is home to scientists, scholars and philosophers such as Kharazmi, Zakariya
Razi, Abu Reyhan Birouni, Avicenna, Khaje Abdollah Ansari, Khaje Nasir-¢-Din Toosi, Sohrevardi, Molla Sadra.
etc. whose knowledge, wisdom and viewpoints informed thought and education at respectable academia around
the world.

The genius of Iranian physicians has always been acknowledged throughout the histbrjz of medicine. People in the
Burmnt City, located in present day Zahedan, had advanced the medical knowledge with amazing skills in surgery and
were masters of orthopedics 4800 years ago; at a more recent time, during the Sassanid Period some 1700 years ago,
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wersny of Gur' usn, T '4 Shapour) Creating the ﬁi—st Gl(ﬁ:él

‘Irau nrclﬁ ects havc captivated awed obs v\.x ‘i@h their work for ages. Regardless of where they lived in the
¥ vast and changmg territories of Iran, 7 15 " “ta 9 deny' the brilliance of the people who designed and erected such
' structures as *Chogha Zanbil” (the 3300, ear-0.. aggumt in Xhuz.cstan), Azar Goshnasp’ (a 3000-year-old temple),

the 2500 yeapoid ‘Bisotun’, the 2L , ~a old ‘Arg- B-Bam*‘ Palace of Madaen Ctesiphon® (the capital of Sassanid

 Empire also known as “Tag’ <. =S s:tuateﬂ in pre&tm day'lraq) as well as the Art Exhibition of Asia, the 2500

year-old Palace and the ~ity ¢ Parse, (Persepoils) in Sh Also in the Post-Islamic Epoch: “Khajeh Nasir e-Din

Tousi’s Observatory’ (1 =51 e world), ‘Darvazt: ‘_ uran (Qnran Gateway) “Nasu‘ ol Molk Mosque’ ‘Vakil

Mosque’, ‘Eram Gare. . lahan Nama Garden’, ‘Hafez. 'Saadl Mausoleums in Shiraz - ‘Sio-se- Pol’, *Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque’, *Alighapoo’ and ‘Naghshe Jahan® in lsfahan ’Shahzadeh Mahan Garden in Kerman, ami Ilguh
Garden’ in Tabn? are but a few examplcs of the [ramans magmﬁccm arch;tecmre and stand testlmony to thelr

existed in the Burnt City where a central organization seems {0 have rcgu!ated the wnstructwns of sﬁ'ce:zs and houses

and where clay pipes were employed to create an intricate draznage and sewerage system. Persians also had a concept
of project management that enabled them to carry out Darius the Great’s command in connecting the Mediterranean

and the Red Sea 2500 years before thg Suez Canal was constructed on the same site.

The inhabitants of Iran were among the first to begin mining for different ores (dating back to the third millennium
BC) and to utilize metals (fifth millennium BC). At present, Iran holds 11% of the 1denufed oil reserves and 18%
(effectively the second largest) of gas reserves on earth. It is therefore one of the wcalthu:‘st cﬂunmcs in terms of
natural resources which also include huge amounts of iron, manganese, chromium, copper, lead, zing, mckcl cobalt,
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raman aihleies and. herocs have always eameé pride and st“lf- st ot w' h acts of true heroism inspired by Arash the
A;’bh&r Arlo Bnrzan Surena,, Babak Khorramdm 'star -e Da. = _saveh the Blacksmith, Mardavij and Maziar.
* -~ =ight year-long warfare that ensued, put to rigorous
ational hon(mr of Iraruans to defend every mch o1 “eir land even in face of terrible adversityAt any rate, this

d has been replete with achlevements an pndc-lnsptrmg feats from anthmty to modern times.
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